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BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

——

THE NEW TARIFF.

N the following list will be found the items

in the new tariff most likely to interest
the book, stationery, wall paper, printing
and fancy goods trades, compared with the
old rates. It should be remembered that
the rates mentioned are one-eighth lesson all
imports from Great Britain.
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DEPARTMENTAL STORES AND
SCHOOL BOOKS.

Editor BooksxLLer AND STATIONRR ¢

HAVE justread * H's'* letterand your re-

marks about these stores in your April
issue and am surprised that no mention has
yet been made of the abuse as seen from a
school-book point of view.

Away up here, in this northwest country,
**where it is cold, but we do not feel it,”’
right here in Manitoba, we are undersold in
school books by the big Toronto stores, who
advertise these at cost price and pay pos-
tage. Generally speaking, there are only a
certain number of school books to be sold,
and should prices be cut, the sales are not
thereby increased, but simply taken from
one store, town, or district to another, so
that at the end of the year the publishers'
sales are no greater, therefore they derive
no benefit from the cutting.

1 cannot see any difficulty in setting this
part of the business right.

Certain books are authorised and must be
used. Certain publishers are awarded the con-
tract of supplying these books, and they
cannot be got unless through them. The
school-book trade is practically controlled by

two Toronto firms.

Now surely it wo d be
an easy matter for either or both of th~ -
publishers to refuse to supply their bou. ¢
any persons or firms who are known to sel
at less than published prices, who adiertise
the fact in every possible way, and who yse
school books as bait for bigger fish.

Cenrtajinly it would be-an easy matter *the
publishers only wanted to doit; atleast, that
is how I see it. Talkabout combines? Why,
here is where one is badly needed Are
these two publishers so much atloggerheads
that they cannot combine to protect their
legitimate customers or are they on such
good terms with the big stores that they will
not ?

We in Manitoba who are distributors of
these school books for and on behalf of the
two publishers in question, hereby call on
them to protect us, and put a stop to the
abuse of the school-book business, or show
cause why they cannot or will not.

I would point out that only the leading
lines are taken up by these stores, lines
having the largest sale, while the almost
eandless number of smiall lines are left to be
picked up by the bookseller. We feel we
are entitled to the protection we ask, and
that it might be to the general interest of
these two houses to help rather than hinder
us in distributing their books.

You would help us very materially, Mr.
Editor, by submitting a proof of this letter
to both houses, so as to afford them an
opportunity of answering in the same issue.
Thanking you in anticipation,

I am, yours respectfully,
Joux RibDELL.
Neepawa, Manitoba, April 17, 1897.

P.S.—The new Presbyterian hymn books
will be made more bait by the stores. Can
the selling agents not act in that matter
right now? They can if they only want to.

On being shown the above letter the
answer of the Copp, Clark Co. was, in sub-
stance, as follows : ‘¢ The Oxford Press, pub-
lishers of the Presbyterian hymnal, will not
allow cutting of prices. Itis announced that
retail pricesare fixed ; any retailer whogives
discounts to churches will not be supplied
with any more copies ; any jobber who sup-
plies retailers giving discounts is to be
similarly treated. If this rule be carried
out, as announced by the Oxford Press, the
cutting of prices will not be possible with the
hymnal. The prices are put low on pur-
pose ; there is some margin for the retailer
in the sale of hymnals at the stipulated
figures, but the jobber gets little more than
a commission, "’

Now as to the school books. The pub-
lishers have a contract with the Government
binding them to sell to the trade, At firat



