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out vouchsafing him any nssistance, is expecting (oo much,
aud giving the child Jabour which, in the circamuances, is
neediess  In onder therefore to nssist him in determining with
precision the height, distance, and inclination of the letters,
the writing-Look shoul be ruled not anly liorizontally, but in
a slanting direction § the distance belween the horizontal and
the slanting lines being the snme, and fixed by the size of the
liand which heis required to write.  ‘I'he horizontal lines ene
nblo the pupil to measure the exact hieight of eachi letter, while
the oblique fines guido him in respeet to the inclinntion of the
letters nud their distauces from ono another.  In ordinavy write
ing-ooks, it is exceedingly diffienlt to get beginners to give
all the letters the samoe inclination, the renson buing that the
pupil, imitating hiz own work, departs further and further
from the proper degree of inclination s ho sppronches the
end of tha line; and hence it is no unueual thing to flad a
letter at the end o' n line turned exacily in the opposite diree-
tion from the letter at the beginning of the ine. ~ Now n copy-
book, ruled after the mnuner we have described, presents to
the pupil, when forming ench letter, n rule which lis can hined.
ly fail to follow, nud the writing, nlthough at first it may not
o elegant, will be aymmetrical, nnd the pupil will thus learn
almost instinctively to measure by the eye the proper height,
inclinntion, aud distancs of the letters. "Aner he has been fue
milinrized with these three essentinls of good writing, the ob-
lique lines should be genduntly withdrawa, and the pupil left
1o trust his eye alone. By degreea to, the horizontal linea
will bo 8o far removed that the pupil will learn to give the
lutters their proper height, without any of the artificinl helps
wo have suggested.  And after saflicient expertness hine been
attained, unruled writing-books should be uzed, in order to ac-
custom the child to write exnctly s ho will bave to do in al-
ter life.  Writing-booka of the kind we have deseribed nre
now 1o be had from any bookseller, and we would carnestly
advise the young tencher to give them a trinl,  In ench write
ing-book, ot whutever kind it may be, thers ought to bo a
picce of blotting-paper, and no pupil, whose book is not suppli-
ed with this indispenzable requisite to neatness und clennness,
onght to be allowed to commence his writing lesson,  Indead
it would be well to have the writing-books interlenved with
sheets of blotting-paper 5 for when it is detached, it is very apt
to be torn or to bu lust.  On no nccount should any writing
be allowed on the cover of the writing-book, or on the blotting-
paper; for the practice of seribbling, frequently nequired in
school, is utterly destructive of those habits of neatness which
110 lesson i3 so well fitted to teach ns the wenting one,  After
the pupils have all tuhen their seats, the pupil- teachers or tho
monitors, as the case may bey, should hand round the writing-
Looks. ‘T'hese should be arrunged exactly in the snme order
ns the pupils sit, so that in giving thew out there may be no
confusion.  When the Jesson is finished, all the books should
be colleeted in the order fn which they were given out, anld
carcfully deposited in the case set apart for them.  Attention
to these apparently trivial matters i3 of consequencs, innsmuch
as the whole schuol muchinery will move sweetly, and without
any effort, in direet proportion o the care bestowed on such
arrangements.
WRITING MODELS.

When the writing-hooks have been thus given out, the mo-
nitors should next give to the pupils the writing models,
These should be given out and collected in the some or-
der as the writing-books, and care taken that similar mnodels
be nll kept in oue place, 50 as to be ready whenever required,
The practice of having head-lines on the writing-books is ob.
Jectionnble, and now that models ure to be bad so cheaply,
and done up in o way that secures them from being obliterat-
cd for a long time, provided only they ure handled with any
moderate degree of care, we would advise the teacher to ob-
tain a sufficient supply, and he wall find themt more suitable
for his purpose than engraved hend-hnes,or even than settiug
the copy, s it is technically ealled. ‘T'o set the copy of ench
child in the school is a Inbour which the mnaster cunnot by
possibility overtake, and which he should not attempt. Neither
should this work be entrusted to pupil-teachers, for, setting
aside the temptation under which they lie to do it carelessly,

their own writing is too frequaontly not so good na to serve as
a motlel for the scholara,  In these circumstances, a set of
good models regularly grdunted, will gerve every useful pur-
pose, and, if the writing-books are carcfully inspected and
crrors pointed out, more progress will be made than whero
the master sets the copy and leaves the pupils to wrile ns
they plense.
PENS.

Pena are the next requisite, nnd, while quills might be moat
useful in giving freedon to the hinud, yet the trouble connects
cd with them is so grent that wo do not counsel their use,
Steel pens are now made with such enre, and are so much em-
ployed in offices, and counting-liouses, that they may be used
in school with ndvantage. * ‘They are cheaper; they require
no mending.  When they are cuployed the followiug regula-
tion shonld be in force j—nat the cnd of the writing leseon,
the monitor is to move along the desks with & tin cup con-
tniuing water, in which every pupil is to deposito hia rcn.
‘I'ie monitor, having collected all the pens, is to wipe each on
a clothy und to place it i n box. By thiy means one pen, if
fuirly used, will Inst two or threo months, and tho dirty habit
of the children wiping their pens on their clothes will be avoid-
¢d"*  We nced searcely sny that the cqually disty habit of
wiping the pen in the mouth, or on the blotting-puper, should
be sternly interdicted ; and tho childeen should be often eauti-
oned ngninst the wanton destruction of peng.  As aleendy re-
mnrked, hnbits acquired in school frequently stick to a per-
son through life, nnd wo would scarcely seek higher evidence
of n mun’s being an eamest nud faithfal teacher than to find
him diligently watching over his littlo flock, and guarding
them from the nequisition of any habits which are unbecoming
or slovenly.

NMOLDING TIIK PEN.

Wo have the pupils thus prepared for receiving instruction,
nnd the fimt thing 1o be done now ia tc train them to hold their
pen arght.  The following hints, lthough to bo {ound on the
cover of almost every writing-hook, may not be out of place
here. The hints are incerted for the benefit of the tencher,
and not for the purpose of heing taught the pupils.  Mero ab-
stract rules are, in their own place, usefuls but no pupil will
learn to hiold n pen correctly from having been taught a sct
of curefully digested rules ; he must be tratned ne well aa
taught how to hold it.  ‘The remark holds good with regard
to the position of the bedy,  Our object ia to Iay down those
things which the tencher should know who sets himsell’ to
teach writing 3 but these various rules he should work into
the minds of his pupils by degrees, nud ns opportunity offers.

“ 1. Thoe pen is held between the first two fingers and the
thumnb,
2. The fingers should not be atretched out tov far, nor be
too much doubled up.
. 8. 'I'he pen, without being held too stifly, ought not to
move between tho fingers.
4. "T'he hand supports jtself on, and is, as it were, suspen-

ded upon, the third and fourth fingers.
5. It 13 upon these two fingers that the hand glides along
the paper from left to right.
The fingers which hold the pen should not pass below
the open part of it. .
The pen, in writing, i3 held eo as to point to the
shoulder.
It ought to be pressed lightly, and should make no
noise.
Both sides of the nib of the pen should presa equally
on the paper, or the pen will leave a thicker mark on
oue side thun on the other.
Those fingers only whieh hold the pen should move in
the formation of the letters.
The foresrm and wrist should not move at ail.
In pushing forward the arm to the right, the hand
does not chunge its direction.
The hand ought to be inclined in such a manner as to
cause thie nib of the pen to be seen”
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* Mulbauser’s ¢ Manual of Writing,” p. 31.
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