
THE PORTFOLIO.

Another of our girls, besides entertainincl
frionds and onjoying thanksgiving dinner,
had the additîonai Ploasure of going for a
sieigb ride, w'hich a great number of us
%vere longing for but titfotunately for us
it ended in the wvishing. But girls! amid
ail our cnjoyrmonts, lot us flot forget the
truer, dooper mocaning of. Tbianiksgivin,
<Tbanks to ho givon." Lot us remnember

that it is a timo \v'bon ive should especially
feel that wve ought to roturn thanks to our
B3ountifuil Father for ail the benefits xc-
ceived fromn Ilim.

Christmas ! It is the w\orldI's one hiolidiiy.
Christ! Friends and focs alike acknovlodgec
Him, the iworld's one bei-o. Aw~ay far north
w'ithin tho frozon circle men ciasp hands in
joyful congratulation, and childrens' voices
sound the glad acclaim of 1'Glory to God
in the ig«hest " ivhen Christmas day cornes-
round ; and far aivay in southorn latitudes,
siilfiar omotions are aw'akcned and sirnilar
songs are hoard w'ith the ovor-famiiiliar
refrain, " Christ is box-n in 13ctbtleliem."

Cbristianity bias wroughit itsolf into evory
relationship of tho best and most advanced
of modern lifo and of modern civilization.
Lt bias touched ail art and lias elcvated
wvhatever it bias touclied. It bias gTiVon
painting new ideais. Lt bias inspired the
poot wvith bis clivinost song arnd bias imparted
to music a power and a pathos of which it
nover bofore \vas capable. It bias spokon
to the .savage; and clotbed and iii his righit
mmnd, that savae now bo\vs down in ador-
ation and roveronce boforo the Rocleomor
of the world. Lt pervades the highiest of
human literature, and purifies as itpervades.
Lt cornes alike ivith gladness, and %vith
its message of peace unto the pxisoner's
ccii and unto the sovoreign's palace

With us the Cbristmas festival, tiioughrx a
religlous observance, is aiso arnd pro-
eminently a social ono. Christmas is a
day of gifts and a timoe of ploasant mcm-
odies. he scason is one of good ivill, of
far-nily gatbecring-S, cf joyous music, ofheiart

feit prayers. What matters it %vlether or
not the 25th. I)ecember were the actuai,
natal day ? Most propably it %vas not,
though from the fourth century it has been
ail but universally so estecmed. The mere
dlate of Christ's birth, matters not, only the
fact rcmnains that on the 25th. cf December
is the world's silitary birthday colebration,
the world's one hioliday which speaks ex-
clusivcly of peace on earth, good w~ili to
men.

Amon- the Icgenda-iy3 lore associatod
with Christmas, is .the pretty but fanciful
story, that, at midnigbit on Christmas Eve,
the oxen kneol in thecir stails in bionor of
thiat nighit, nicarly two thousand years ago
when the infant Christ wvas cradled in a
manger. Probably but few, if any, believe
in this legend of mute bornage paid by the
brutes to thieir Creator, any more tban they
believe in other miraculous traditions of
Christmas ove But millions of mnen,
womnen and cbildrer. ivili kneel on Ibat ove
in honor of the evont that the dumb oxcn
are supposedi to communicate.

Christmas lias necither geographicai nor
social bouiidaries, <'Compliments of tho
Soason " and '<A M-erry Christmas " arc
phrases carried to the ends of the carth.
Thlis holiday is rich in mnemories of oid
tirnes among ail sorts and conditions of
mon, old friends are remerrbercd, old focs
forgiven, oid feuds forgotton. In this
happy soaqon, tbe rich share thecir wroridly
goods with tho poor, and the afflicted are
visitc'd and coinforted. Lt is by acts of
cbarity ive make Cbristmas a season of
double rcjoicing--a blessing to bim wvho
goives no less t'han to him who reccives.

CHRISTMAS.
Iueap oný more wood, thoe wînd is ciii,
Blit jet it whistlo as it will,
W&leýl kooep ouir Christmas moerry stili.

-scolt.

Unail to tl e igh-t w-hon we gathor once more,
Ail th:e forx'ns we love to mooet;

whoen wve'Ve nîanv a tmest that's dear to Our
And the housobold do- at our foot. [bi-east.

WVho wvould not bo in the cire-le gîce,
whien licaxt to heart is 3'oarniing-

Whien j oy breathos out in the laughing shout,
~\liOthe Cliristxnas log is burning.

-Eliza Cook~.


