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may learn some ‘‘valuable facts regarding the dan- | was darkness and fuidity of the blood,” and that a
ger of chloroform, and the circumstances which | ‘“‘ircquent sign was, sccumulation of blood in the
modify it.” These may be summed up as folows: l right chambers of the heart.

1. A large number of the deaths occurred at an { Mongs oF Dl?“'m ~—In animals, death from ‘_’hl"‘
j roform, according to Dr. Sansom, ‘‘aceurs in a
| definite manner by that form of asphyxia which
1 is due to the suspension of the motor power supplied

early stage of the administration—before the
commencement of the uperation.

2. The deatlis have occurred chiefly among males. : to the nmscles of respiration; death may be said to

3. The average age at which these desths have | commenee in the brain. In man, death occurs by
taken place is abeut 305 no death is recorded | a more complex mode modified by general condi-
under & years of age; one death took place : tions of the system; by emotional influences and by
at 60, and onc at G5. . the methods by which cliloroforin is administered.

4. The more healthy and vig( rous the lyatient the ! Death in the human subject nmiy take p]ace {from
greater is the danger from chloroform. chloroform) by syneope, by asphyxia and by ne-

Pt
5. The largest proportion of deaths has ocenrred e,

ResrscitatoN.—Thetreatment of apparent death
| from chloroforn hias alse oceupied the attention of
. the Medical and Surgical Socicty of England, as
" well as the Medical Society of Ewmulation of Paris.
' From their experiments and investigations we learn

1
'
i
in cases of the most trivial operations. ,’
i

o

The great proportion of deaths hasbeen in cases
wherein but little chbloroform has been in-
spired (Sansom); in i cases collected by Dr.
Sansonm the amoun., used was only half a

drachm o1 luss

2

The “diseasvd crmditions” which are found to
increase the danger from c¢hloroform are intemper-

i that the only perfect stimulus to the ““failing heart”
!is “sufticiently acrated blood” and that “‘the only
. mode of producing it is the excilation of respira-

tion.”  (Sansom.)

ance, fatty degencration of the heart, puisoned condi.
tions of the blood as urienia, py:iemia, and delerium,
shocks, hysteria, and nervousness. A large num-
ber of deaths has taken place in patients with fatty | o.ngiaeration of cases of accidents with chloroform

degeneration of the heart. A lzu'ge‘ flumb'er of | in the human subject, the Committec is strongly
desths has also resulted from the administration of ! = 4 opinion that the first and most important

The Comunittee of the Medical and Surgical So-
cicty report on this subject as follows;
“From experiments on animals, and also from a

chloroforin in cases of habitual intemperance or ... of resuscitation is artificial respiration.” * #

chronic alcholism. “It is of the most pressing importance that arti-

Staxs or DaNcer.—In examining the records of ! ficial respiration ghould be commenced the moment
cases in which signs of danger occurred under the | the alarming symptoms exhibit themselves. The
influence of chloroform, we find that out of 64 cases ! Jelay even of a few seconds, will donbtless, in some
in which signs of danger ocenrred, there was cessa- | cases, destroy the only chance of life. Artificial
tion of the pulse in 19 cases; museular excitement | pespiration should be practised in the manner known
in 15; ewbarrassed respiration in 13; pallor of face | us Dr. Sylvester’s method and as reccommended by
and lips in 11; cessation of heemorrhage from wound | the Cemmittee on Suspended Animation.” ¥ * %

|
|
1

in2; and vomiting followed by innnediate death in |
2cases. The signy of embarrussed respiration, it |
is found, seldom or never ocenr except in cases of

chronic alcholism and in the later stages of the ad-

ministration, where the profuund influence of the

¢hloroform is indicated by irreguiar breathing and |
stertor. According to Dr. Sansom “‘the history of
all (fatal cases) is that the heart’s action ccased
before the broathing; that, in fact, death was due
to syncope, i. e, parelysis of the heart.” Outof a
total of 3058 cages in which chloroform was admin-
Istered, alarming symptoms occurred in 21 cases;
of these b oceurred within half a minute of the
commencement of the inhalation. .-

Posr MorteM AppEARANCES.—From 51 post
moriem examinations in cases of death from chlo-
Toform, it was found that an “‘almost constant sign

\

¢ Mounth-to-Mouth insufflation is 2 most valua
able method of resuscition. Dy it several good
recoveries have been effected, a large uantity of
nearly pure air being blown into the chest at each
insufflation. In all cases in which it is employed
the nostrils should be closed and the larynx should
be pressed against the spine, to prevent the escape
of air down: the wsophagus.”

Dr. Sylvester’s method of producing artificial
respiration, reccommended by this Committee for
cases of apparent death from chloroform, is alse
recomniended by . the Royal Humane Rociety as the
‘pest method of inducing respiration in cuses of
apparent death from. drowning, still-birth, noxious
gases, &e. This metihod may be briefly described
as follows: The patient is placed without delay, on
his back, on the floor, vouch or table, with ap im-
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