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Twu cases of this uncommon disease having been under my
.constant observation for the past twelve veavs. T have thonght
it would he interesting (o the profession to Jearn my experi-
.ence, especaally as T have often been sorely perplexed and un-
-able to receive any aid from medical literature.  Owing to the
rarity of the disease there mnst be eases of hemarthrosis result-
ing in deformity which might have been avoided had the trne
-condition been diagnosed. Ome such case came under wmy
notice a few months ago.

Our present knowledge of hemophilia is summed up in the
-definition: A eongenital and hereditary discase of the vaseular
-system, characterized by the oceurrence of obsiinate hemor-
rhages of trawmmnatic origin.

Time does nol permit of an historical survex of this discase;
suffice it fo say that it was recognized as carly as the twelfth
century.  Hemophilia is probably the mosi hereditary of all
diseases, and is peculiarly nnique in the manuer of transmis-
sion in that, while it is usnally transmitted throngh the females
to the male offspring. the former rarvely. if ever. have the disease
themselves. The sons of a bleeder and his brother’s sons are,

. as a general rule. free from the disease, but his sisters and
-danghters transmit the disorder to their male offspring, and in
the latter the disease is often of a very severe type. It ocenrs
among all races and in all climates, and though climate is a
negative factor in the ctiology of this disease. it certainly in-
fluences the symploms, as hemophilie joints ave often tender
:and painfnl in cold, wet weather, thus very closely simulating
rheumatism.

There have been many classifieations made of hemophilia,
viz., spontaneous, trammatie, acquired, ete., but that made by
Weil is the simplest and most reasonable. Ie speaks of two
types: (1) the hereditary, and (2) the sporadic. The hemor-
rhages are always tranmatic in origin. Many authors speak
-of hemorrhages ocenrring spontaneously, but it is extremely
doubtful if such is the case. If it were the case internal hemor-
thages would not be so rare. In the three cases of hematuria
‘that I have seen the cause was quite apparent in two of them,




