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have almost manacled the demon, and since their introduciion the
aggregate of pain which has been prevented far outweighs in civilized
communities that which has been suffered. Even the curse of travail
has been lifted from the soul of woman.

"Tis no idle challenge which we physicians throw out to the world
when we claim that our mission is of the highest and of the noblest
kind, not alone in curing disease but in educating the people in the
laws of health, and in preventing the spread of plagues and pestilences ;
nor can it be gainsaid that of late years our record as a body has been
more encouraging in its practical results than those of the other learned
professions. Not that we all live up to the highest ideals, far from it
—we are only men. But we have ideals, which means much, and
they are realizable, which means more. Of course there are Gehazis
among us who serve for shekels, whose ears hear only the lowing of
the oxen and the jingling of the guineas, but these are exceptions, and
the rank and file labor earnestly for your good, and self-sacrificing
devotion to your interests animates our best work.

The processés of disease are so complex that it is excessively diffi-
cult to search out th_ laws which control them, and although we have
seen a complete revolution in our ideas, what has been accomplished
by the new school of medicine is only an earnest of what the future
has in store. The three great advances of the century have been a
knowledge of the mode of controlling epidemic diseases, the introduc-
tion of an-=sthetics, and the adoption of antiseptic methods in surgery.
Besidc them all others sink into insignificance, as these three con-
tribute so enormousiy to the personal comfort of the individual. The
study of the causes of so-called infecticus disorders has led directly to
the discovery of the methods for their control, for example, such a
scourge as typhoid tever becomes almost unknown in the presence of
perfect drainage and an uncontaminated water-supply. The outlook,
too, for specific methods of treatment in these affections is most
hopeful. The public must not be discouraged by a few, or even by
many failures. ‘T'he thinkers who are doing the work for you are on
the right path, and it is no vain fancy that before the twentieth cen-
tury is very old there may be effective vaccines against many of the
contagious diseases.

But a shrewd old fellow remarked to me the other day, “Yes,
many diseases are less frequent, others have disappeared, but new ones
are always cropping up, and I notice that with it all there is not only
no decrease, but a very great increase in the number of doctors.”

The total abolition of the infectious group we cannot expect,-and
for many years to come there will remain hosts of bedily ills, even




