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but the active principle thereby designated is an alkaloid, crystallizable,
of a white color, and so energctic, that the sixth of a grain is capable of

canusing in man the most alarming symptoms, which do not disappear till
aifter the lapse of 32 or 20 hours. On the other hand, the concentrated.
preparation ofsimuilar name, is'a complex substance,called resinoid, amor-
phous, of a grcenish colour, and in the saine quantity as thte former, is a
gentle calmative. In lke manner jalapin signifies a pure resin, trans-
parent, colorless, odorless, and forming about 9-10ths of jalap resin, but as

a positive agent." this sanie terum refers to a resinoid, opaque, of a light
drab color, having a slightly aromnatic odor, and a rather unpleasant
odor, and in doses of two grains is au efficient cathartic. Again,.sangui-
nariu, obtained fron Canadian blood-root, when applied to the active
principle, denotes an alkaloid of a white pearly aspect, which forms salts
vith acids, of an clezant crimson color, but when assigned to the con-

ceutrated preparation it expresses, a compound organie substance in
the pulverulent form, of a reddish brown color, and incapable of entering
into clicnical combination with acids. And lastly, lobelin. This,refer-
ring to the active principle, means a liquid alkaloid of a light yellow co-

lor, and nromatic odor, thus bearing a physical resenblance to nicotin
and, indeed, in activity is not very mueh its inferior. The saie word,
however, applied to the concentrated preparation, denotes a solid, redue-
ed to powder of a cream color, and with a smell likened to that of an old
honey comb. lis ordinary dose is i to I g-ain. This sinilarity of no-
menclature iL dissinilar substances, is a matter of regret, from tending
to create confusion and misappreiension. In the work before us we find
that the namcs of the concentrated preparations terminate with the letter
n, wlereas those of the alkaloids, when mentioned, end in e, so that hy-
osciamin would mean the concentrated preparat ion, and hyosciamine the
alkaloid ; but this is a distinction that is very arbitrary, and not com-
mensurate with the magnitude of the difference. Moreover, it is not
supported by writers on materia medica, who indiscriminately write
the names of active principles with the terminal syllablcs in or ine, and
use the first more frequeutly than the last.

la addition to the four preparations above specified, the present work
takes cognizance of 30 other concentrated medicincs. With one or two
exceptions they are made from plants which have becn discarded fom
gencral practice. Physicians, fromi not having experienced, in their em-
ploymei:n, sufIicient virtues to warrant their retention'in the nateria me-
dica, have in the spirit of that true eclecticism which lias ever formed su
narked a character in the philosophy of rational medicine, ceased to use
them, and preferred others of less impotence. But the objections v.hIIJLýl
fpply to the berb do not neessarily apply to its conccntrated preparat1 n,


