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planet; as weli as the difflicultice intorposed ini conequenceocf its
rornoto distance front our oarth, must necessarily ronder the abooluto
dotermination of ail its po&iliiir phoenornona a work cf time. Moeu-
while it may bc permittcd us te reason that, if Neptune in nelf-luie
nous, thhe condition may enable it, with its elitary satellite, te pou.
soise a sufficiency cf light for the existence aud enjoyment of lifio by
creatures of a bigher organizistion than sno feel dieposed te accord
te it, mhould lifo iudeed exiet upon it nt preeent.

Witlî regard tu the temperatureocf theso remote bodies whicha
muet neessarily bo dependent upon a varicty of consîderations, I
cannot but think norne allowanco ehotild be matin for the greator
ameunt cf internai Itent which may poWabIy bo a condition of Lho
ouperior planets ; for if, ne nome are dispomed te consider, the Solar
Syetem had a common enigin, and the pianots originally wero in au
incandescont state, then under such circumetances the largor bodies
would take longer te cool dowîî than the ernaller cnes- sud if any
degreeocf probability ie to bo attached te sucb %peculationu, our
friends on tho confines cf the eysteni, (if such thoro be) may stili be
warmer titan we give them credit for.

1 amn net, however, geing te, inflict on the menibera cf the Inutituto
any dissertation on the plurality or iion-pllurtility cf worlds, which
subjeet bas; amsuredly been suficiently diucusued cf late yeard.
leaving us ail much of the saine opinion stili, although seute of un
may have been convinced against cur 'will. But if any f1cel diupoued
te view this vexed question under a new aspect, and uee much that i
valuable, original and interesting, presented in a vory condenued form,
1 strongly recommend theni te peruse a little work called IlThe
Chemistry cf the Stars," written by Dr. George Wilson, the recent-
ly appointed Professoýr of Technology, at IEdinburgh ; and 1 think
they wiIl corne te the conclusion, that it contains au much au need b.
esaid upon the subject; te convince uis ail, that it je net probable there
is any planet in the Selar System adapted for the residence cf beings
constituted preciely as we are.

1 rnay add that when Neptuiîe was discovered b>' Dr. Galle, it ap-
peared as a star of the 8th magnitude ; its apparent diameter in
about 2".S when in opposition, that cf Uranus in the saute position
in about 4". If wo had a finaL chas telescope attached te, this In-
eLitute, or te oneocf the Universities, wo rnight have opportunities
of satisfying ourseives b>' personai inspection cf the comparative
light given forth by theso two pianota. The acquisition of such in
instrument in, I regret te say, %tilt a consummnation devoutly to b.
wished.
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