
examined the humnan body and ail its parts the nature of the flesli,
veins, arteries, nerves: the structure of the brain, heart, lunigs.
stc;mach, bowels ; with the springs of the several kinds of a.uimal
funictions. They explorecl the several kiiids of animial and inieral,
as well, as vege table substances. And hience the whole order of
physic which hiad obtaiined to that tilne, came gradually to be inverted.
Men of lcarnling began. to set e xperience aside, to build physie on1
hypothoses, to forni thecories of diseases, and thieir cure, and to substi-
tute these in the place of exp)eilnents.* As these thecories increased,
simple remedies were more and more dibregarded and disused, tili in
a course of years the greater part of thent were forgotteni, at least in
the politer nations. Iii thY roomi of these, abud yance of new ones
were introduced by reasoning, spýeculative iiien , and those more and
more difficuit to be applied, as being mnore remote froni conimion Ob-
servation. flence rules for the application of thebe, andi nedical
books, werc immensely inultiplied, till at length plîysie became an
abstruse science, quite out of the reacli of ordinary meni. Physicians
no')' began to be hiad in admniration, as pensons who 'vere somnethingç
more than huini; and profit attended thecir emloy, ais well as hionor:
se that thecy liad now two w-eighty reasonis foi- keeping the bulk of
mankind at a distance, that they niiighit not pry into thleinysteries of
the profession. To this end, thiey inicrease dthose d ifficulties by de-
sign, ivhich. began in a mannei' by accident. They filled thieir writ-
ing-s with abundance of' techinical ternis, utterly uninitefligible to plain
mien. They affected to deliver thecir rules. ani to reason U])ofl tliern,
in an abstruse and philosophical manner. Tlwy i'epresonted the criti-
cal knowvledge of ainatomy, natural philosophy, (aild whiat niot? :sorne
of them insisting on that of astronomiy and astf-olugy too), as neces-
sarily previous to the understanding the art of healing. Timey whio
understood only liow to restore the sick to hicalthi, theuy branded witli
the name of empirics. 'fhey intr-oduced inito practic,ý abundance of
compound medicinies, consisting of se inany ingredients that it wvas
scarcely possible fur commion people to know wichl it wvas that
wroughit the cure ; abundance of exotics, *nieithier the .ature nor
names of whichi their owni countrym-en undcrstood :of cerenicals,
sucli as thcy ineithier ia.d skill, nior fortunie, nor time to prepare; yea,
and of dangerous ones, suclb as they could not use without hazarding
life, but by the advice cf a physician. And thius both their hionour
and gain w-ere secured , a vast majerity of mi-aikinid being utterly
cut off fromu hielpiiug either themselves or their neighibours, or once
daring te, attenpt it.- Wc are of opinion that in viexv cf the forego-
ing testimiony, ai of our (wNv experience, the double serpent is a
well-chosen symbol cf thie inedical profession in se saying, we have
ne desire to impugn the initegrity cf inany cf its inenibers, but we
are satisfied thatuit is more than time thieir dlaims to confidence were
thoroughily examinied ; mean-while we x-ery distinictly deprecate those
nine members of the profession who occupy seats in the Olitarian Leg-
islaturo taking any further trouble in relation te our physical
welfare.

'The kind of c,\pcrirnent to w'ixich tuie auth>r refers, i., rnanifest frorn a pre, Îous poi tion of
hiis workz, mlhcici, lie of a lierson haviing ctirecl sores iin that per.,on's minouth, and in thc
inouths of others, by applying a drop or gim to thcal, %which, iii the fiïiýt instance, fcII huin a Iecu>

9fl a bok whlici lie %vas rcadiinili


