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Personal.

Mu. J. W. SersertaNn has been apporntesd
general fieight agent of the Cunadian Pacitic
in Toronte, succeeding Mr. Ephraun Thfin,

Mu. J. C. Axpersoy, an old Winunipegyer,
who for many yeurs hua had charge of auxih-
ary or wrecking teains in the North-West,
hea 1invented a car stove extinguisher. Mr.
Aunderson is now a resident of the sunny
south, where he is mecting with great auc-
cees with his invention. The cxtinguisher
18 illustrated in the Southern Judustry, pub-
in Decatur, Ala., and speaka for itself, show-
ing something wherein there is a large for-
tune.

The Beed of Accidents.

Tue Locomotive Engineer savs :—-The last
year has been a very busy one for railroads,
and also for the coroner. It is always so.
That there should be more accidents where
there are more trains is perfectly natural,
Rut the increased number of trains is not the
greatest cause of accidents. \When business
crowds the roads all the inotive power avail.
able is kept in motiun, and the increased traf-
fic makea the officials more than ever careful
how they send out new engincers. They urge
the engineers to make extra trips, and thus
make a little extra muney during the ‘‘rush.”
In most cases this is blood-money. Blood.
money for the already uverworked engineer,
and blood-mouey for the public. In the United
States during 1887 there were, not many, but
many thousauds of trips run by engineers who
had been on duty from eighteen to forty-eight
hours, and many cases of even more.

It is a rule on some roads to require the men
to ‘‘double the division.” This may be 100 ot
150 miles ; a freight train gets over it in from
10 to 14 hours, and the engine crew doubles
back ; before reaching the terminus the engin-
eer has been ou duty more than 24 hours ; amd
that they endute it and keep awake and atten-
tive to duty is one of the wonders of the day.

A Ticket Agent.

TicKET agents are all beautiful.  1f you are
nut, exchange yourself for one that 1s. A
ticket agent never has anything to try his
temper, so there is no excuse for being at all
cranky.

To be a good ticket agent you must know a
little something of everything under the sun.
Y ou will be asked ubout it every day, Study
astronomy, botsny sud ancient history. Dive
into science, engineering and the dead lan-
guages. Take a whack at anitomy, physi
ology and poker. Read the Police Gazrtte,
the Bible, and Boccacio, Victoria Loftus and
the Twin Cloggista. Be able totell everybody
you meet how trains are run and rails are
madle, how the sun regulates the time, and ex-
actly what tine it is, and why it is exactly
that time. Keep at your tongue's end the
precise minute 1t 18 ut any particular instant
in China, Melbourne, New York, Chicago and
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Londun.  Practice will svon make you perfect
in this.  Unless you can get all these accom-
plishments down tine enongh to be able to tell
an enyguiring passenger without o moment's
hesitation you must at once give up hopes of
ever beconung a ticket agent. [t is also very
essential to sell the night ticket.  If a wan
15 goiny Weat, always do the night thing by
hity and sell lam a ticket.  Another thing
which you must always be ready for, 1s the
necessity of turnimng your ticket othce wmto a
general parcd) 1oom. Youn must be prepared
to take charge, without chaige, of everything
from a wet umbrella toa ditto buby, A ticket
agent's lot ia one which after all is not such an
enviable one as some people may suppose.—
Kxchanye,

Do Patents Pay ?

IN our November issue, under the above
heading, we endeavored to demonstrate that it
18 not only the great inventions that pay. The
fact is that 1n thousands of sustances they are
the miore simple and unpretentious inventions
that prove wmost remunerstive. Simplicity
muat not, however, be the aole merits of an
invention, there must alao be a market for it.
The firat thing, therefore, the inventor should
do is to select something that will not only
scll cheap, but for which there is, or can be
made, a great demand. Let him get up an
article of household use, one that every
economical housewife will not dispense with.
The general public has an aversion against
*‘new things,” it 1s true, but when the price
of the new thing is but a trifle, maay persons
will risk the amount. If it has any merit it
will soon commend itself to the public, and a
market will be created.

There is another class of patceuts which al-
mont invartsbly prove remunerative to the in-
ventor, We mean the inventor who will study
the requirements of the trade or calling at
which he is daily engaged. There is hardly a
piece of machin’ ry, a process or & mode of
turning out work that cannot be improved.
There 1 an unlimited field for your inventive
geniuy, if you have any. Let the shoemaker
stick to his last. 1s the blackamith not more
hikely to succeed in an endeavor to improve
his forge than he woutd be in attempting to
simplify the mechanisin of a watch? Half the
work has been done when oue is workmg at
something with which one is already familiar.
Let eve:y tradesman try and iniprove his own
business, and we will moon reach the highest
pitch of perfection. in the operation of our
many industries. The inventor will soon find
his reward, and he will coutribute largely to
the comfort, happiness and elevation of his
fellow workmen. —Canadian Patent Rervie,

Bring on that Electric Railway.

The Car and Locomotire Builder exclaims :
~—It is tantalizing and almost wearisome to
read the current newspaper accounts of the
wonderful prrformances of electric cars upon
the horse car lines in sundry citics and towns
all over the country. The miserably over.
worked horses certainly cannot monopolize
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things much longer if the 120th parade trip of
the e'ectrie car **Belgian” on the Fourth Av-
enue Line in the city of New York is any
ctitesion of what a hunired such cars can do
in regular service.  The car is propelled Ly
Juhen storage Latteries, and if the local item-
izvrs for the daily papers tell the truth, it hes
never broken down or failed in & single in-
stance. It chafes like w racehorse for the
track, and when the horse car ahead is nearly
ont of sight and the track clear, it dashes off
at the rate of 20 nules an hour, and ‘‘rocks
and teeters like a hobiby lhiorse gone mad.” It
can be stopped when half-way up the steepeat
grade on the line, can be run backwards and
torwarde and up and down at pleasure; and
moreover, it can be run 1n all sorta of weather,
snd with all sorts of loads. It is said to be
cheaper than horse or cable power, or over-
head electric wire or electric conduit systems.
llut the best remair to be told. Ten electric
cars are, it is said, being built for regular ser-
vive on the above-named hne. They will be
much finer than the experimental one, and
will have an electric brake, ateam heating and
other attachments. The ten horse cars they
will displace will then be fitted with batteries
and motors and put to work in place of ten
other horse cars, and in this way the cntire
rolling stock of the line will gradually be
changed. The ten new electric cars will be
ready about the lat of April. We hope the
annouucement wall be juatified by the perform.
ance,

It is the ‘‘Pacific” Slope.

A wRITER in the New YorkSunsays:—While
the western life that one sees in crossiog the
continent differs sutficiently from that on the
Atlantic coast, to keep the ohservant traveller
on the alert with eyes and ears, one muat,
nevertheless, go far from the transcontinental
ratlrond to obtain even a hint of the wild, rude
border existence best known to readers of yel-
low-conted literature and patrons of the sen-
sational drama. Ca.'1da never had a border
history like ours, ao that what I saw of life in
this year of grace besidethe track of the Cana-
dian Pacific railroad was tame enough in all
conscience, if viewed from the standpoint of a
person thireting for impromptu counflicts be-
tween cowboys and blacklegs. or street-duels
hetween the leading citizens of a new-born
town. It seemed to e, as I rode over the
prairie from Winnipeg to the Rocky Moun.
tains, a distance of nearly a thousand miles,
as though an unarined man might safely walk
the whale journey between waggon ruta that
nark the old pionecr trail and that lies almost
as close to the track as a towpath by a canal.
And, without exaggeration, it would be less
dangerous for a lady to do so at any time when
the Indians were guiet (and how often are
they otherwise in Canada’) than for her to
essay a tramp for & similar number of days in
New Jersey.

In the Rocky Mountains and the three sky-
prercing chains lying parallel with them the
scenery claimed all attention, and, indeed,
little else was to be seen except occasioual
herds of deer and antelope. Here I would
not advise anyone tu walk. Ikept to the cars,



