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the edict, and thereby atiest their conviction that missions are an indefeasible
duty —something which a few decades back it would have come into none of
their minds to set forth.”—Culwer Monuésblatter, January, 1890,

—The Journal des Missions E‘vuug&iques for January, 1890, in its editorial
wticle entitled ** French-speaking Protestantisia and Missivns,” remarks:

I the sneteenth century has been the century of mussions, the end of tiis century might
e alled the hoar of mdssivas.  Never, in fact, since apostolic times, have the signs of the times
so clearly recalied to the Church her duty toward pagan mankind. On theone hand discovery
zud exploration have opened new ways to every influence; on the other, European commerce
and colomzation, throwing themselves emulously, in all parts of the world, upon the archi-
felagues or theternitones lately independent, Jdo ot allow Christians to remain alune inactive in
this cunsquest of the heathen world, it is fur the CLardh the hour signified by God to arise, and
to take possession of the desolate heritages of the Lord.™

The Journal refers to their coming into the succession of the English work
in the Loyalty Islands. It says nothing of the odious injustice of the French
Government i expelling the English missionaries, especially the Rev. Mr.
Jonaos.  The German Protestants, subjects of an almost autocratic empire, criti-
cise with courageous freedom the attempts of their Government to push out
frow its territories missionaries of othier nationalities. But to expect French
citizens of a soi disant republic to show either such impartiality or such cour-
age, would be too much. After all they are Frenchmen still, admirable, peculi-
arly admirable, Christians in every other particular, but with annoyance and
aggressiveness toward men of Teutonic speech, German or English, in their very
blood.

—* Observing the attention and interest just now touching all that recpects
frica, we cannot but see the hand «f Providence in the events whichh have
Ied us to concentrate un this cuntinant the greater part of our efforts, and to
oucupy, in the whole body of evangdical labors whose object is to subduc it to
Chirist, several puints of especial importance. Livingstone designated the great
rivers which traverse this continent a:- the routes destined, in the mind of Gual,
to introduce into it civilization and Christianity. Is it not a circumstance
worthy of remark that among our African mission-ficlds there are three pre-
cisely so placed as to utilize three of these great avenues of access: the
Sencgal, the Congo, the Zambesi.

‘- Thanks to Gud, the work un the Zambesi, after the slow and painful be g
nings familiar to all, is now eatering on a phase of development very well
suited to encourage our faith. The influence acquired by our missionag s urer
the principal chiefs, the softening effect nuticeable in the custons of the Barat-
sis. the increasing number of pupils in the sihouls of vur two stations of Jefula
and Shesheké, and finalls the conversion of a young man, first-fruits of the
Zambesia Missivn, all these first results of the labur of our inissiunaries give us
sufficient assurance that in fullowing the inner drawing which lod kim to the
Zambiest, our brother Coillard did not deceive himself, and that God was resen -
ing to our French-speaking churches a great work in this region.

¢ Qur missivn of the Lessuto country ™ [among the Basaws], ** with its 17
stations, its 20 missivnaries, its 111 vut-stations, its 190 native helpers, its 6,513
ceisinunicants, and its 3,352 catechumens, remains as a type of that which aur
chun hes can accomplish, in the domain of 1aissions, by the Ulessing of God.
Wo are profoundly grateful to him for the encouragement which he does nut
crase to gove us by means of this work. in which, however, there is no lack of
cmbamassments.  Drawing inspiration from the great apustle who desired to
bring his spiritual children to ripeness of age, and aimed only to render him-
selil superfluous, wo hase been lalaiting for some 3ears to cndow our churches
with a native pastorate which will make it practicable for vur missivnarics




