
wvho hàve soiug:,ht te çxait hunfan power and human nmerit in -opposition te
that view of' our flflen condition in which we are representcd as "',decd in
trespasses and sitzs.» It is observable, liowever, that stiel reasoners seldom
or neyer refer to thc immediately succceding centext: ,For it is «od that
worketk in you both to will and te do of/dis owrn goodpleasure." They do
flot compare spiritual things vith spiritual. Thcy separate what God bas
united, and the natural resuit is, mieapprehensien anderrer. Yet this view,
if we, censider it candily, is otten rather a lialf-truth than a -whele lie.
They kuow perfectly that ià is mns duty te work; this mach the Scripture
lias clearly tauglit them. But their inistakze lies here : they le:e sight of
the cqually important, and equally plainly reveaied trath, that in -the soal's
salvation God is IlAil in Ail." ývIany err stili more ~vdland imagine
tlîat between these-doctrines there is.somcthing incoigraous and conflicting.
flence the abselate sovereignty of God is overiokhed or denicd. Even
divines of a very different school appear te laber occasionally under consi-
derable embarrassment, îvhen enforcing duty in the immediate presence of'
titis doctrine. It is. very interesting to observe liow perfeetly free the Apos-
tie's argument is freoi ail sucb perplexity. Ini his mind there is ne sense of
inconsixstcncy here. Itdees net occur te hlm, that liè must expiain te the
Phllippians how bis exhortation te them is te be Teconcilcd -with bis ow,.n
eighth chapter te the Romans. Ie neyer seems te qpprehenad that any
explanatioli is demanded. -And far more tlkýan this : Net only dees ?atil
flot sec any contrariey as between the so-vereigni workiwg of Jehovah in the
salvatien of sinners arqd the nece-ssity fer the dilfigent use of means upeii
their pairt, but lie nikes that sorereiqn working tlie argument te enferêe
the diiec.Net only is the knoNvledgre that God a'oes dl no reason wlîy

we soul netlaSr; i isthegrent reason, without -%hich all Cther reasens
were m.orthiless, why we SiQUifr labor iwitb ail our iwight. Net merely are
ire te werk aieliougs God works; ive are te work jaist because- Ged vorkzs-
ail our working were else unavailing. IlWerk ont your owNv salvatien 'itlgî
fear and trembling,fr-ýFon it is God that ivorkeýth ï.n you both te, will -and
te do of his ewv-n good pleasare."

Salvation, then, is a werk. There is hell te*be cscapedlandl hcaven tobe
rectc1ied---eternaimisery tgbe avoided. and eternai happiness te be attained.
There is a proad and stabborn and wickc 'd heazt to e osnbdped, and there
are principles of liî:iress te be eultivated. Thiere are the world and. thé
flesh and the devii, te be ,encouaterec-=muthstood---overcoeme. Ail thîs is
wore-serioils, selemu, ardueus work. Accordingly, every representatien
tlîat the- Seripture .g*çye of the diine life is eppesed to i.nRctiyity and ,,*otli-
fuIness. Lt is "la %work of faith -and labor eof love."' Lt is a husbandry; and
the hasbandman must dig and pleozgi, anýd plant and sowv-rnast f-ence, and
watch, ami w'ater-must mow and reap, and gather ln the harvest. It is a
race; and the runner must put forth ai his strengtlî, straining every nerve.

Lti awetling; and the 'ivrestier must exert evcry pewer, that he niay
win the prize. Lt is a warfare; and -the seldier munst endure wearness mi
many a toilsome mnarch,ý as well as brave danger in the diii of battie.

P, pgaýged in titis werlz, the believer wvil often fear anid tremble. The
S1iip'wreckea mariner, wiioni the wave bias broughit s'afe te land, shudders -p
he. lo9kB backz on the ýtill raging sea. The soldier who lias coe off'wound.
cd, it maay be, but living, from the bard-fouglt Cield upon wlbich se m.any of
his comrades lie low ini dcath, trembles as he thinks of' the camiage. Wç
are often weii-nighl unmnanned by tuie reémembr4nce of angers thiat are at
And w14en that sailor findl birimSZef in a bîcak- and deseliate region-weakh,
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