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.j stice ta hirffsolf, tho other dramaw~ pctso*ae ever
render Min nearer the truth. Moreovor, many passa-
ges in other of hls plays show that the poot did fuit
mental justice ta, the great and varied ability of Coesar.
Why thon does -ho presenit hinm uncorrectly in tiais
play wvhich bears bis naine?7 On this que-stion centres
rnch dispute. Knight lias it, we think, wlien coi-
xnonting on a rcniûrk of Hazlitt ta, tho efr.'.ct that
Il io0 fault of tho charaicter la the fault of the plot,
hie saya, Ilthe charactor is determincd by the plot."
It is probably traie that at this tisse Ooesar was unable
ta, control a resticas ambition for the narae of king.
Tho poet shows principally the working of this
Ilcevetaus desiro," and thus gives some artistic grotund
te tha conspiracy against hlm. Huad Ciesar bêten
pictured in ail bis greatuess, net only would his
assassination have appeared altogother murderous.and
àinJustifiable, but tero weuld have beon no room, for
any one else, and thus the balance of the drama
would have been lost. In other words, Coesar as ho.
was, could not aven by Shakespeare, have been trath-
fully represefiteà is such a plot. Brutus la the beo,
but the play la nlot incorrectly naxned, for though in
physical influence weak, the spirit of great Julius
miles the action, and aiter his death is teu-fold more
potent than before. Brutus, standing beside the dead
body of Cassius, with the blac shadôws of his own
doami pressing thick and close upan hlm, recognizes
Cesar as the Neinesis thit is tracking him ta bis fate.

"0 Julius Cnsqar, thon art lniehty yet !
Thy spirit walks abroad, suit turns our swords
Ia our own proper entrait%."

B3rutus and Cassius are the leading figures. Their
characters are meat interestîug, liard often ta correctly
analyze, and in mniay respects diamotrically cpposed.
Brutus is noble-souled, censcientieug, thoughtful,'humane and nfiectionate; but ho is in ne way fltted
for a practical worker. A deep lever of bocks, a
believer in philosephical dogmus whose trudh lias
nover been praved te hlm by experience, ruled by
intellectual doctrines and ideals, ho is emphatically a
thenriat, ana as such isl unsuccessful in an onterprise
which demlands overy quality of whicli ho stands in
lack. Ris privato life ia brightly illumined by bis
noble, tender, and gouerous sÈrit: bis publie ca.reer
is a series of disastrous luistcakes because of his wvant
of true insiglit, tact aîad practir4al power. Blinded
by his own false reasouing and the flatteries of Cassius,
net gauglng. at all the spirit of the titue, hie strikea

ta tho carth bis bcst-boloved friond, and, striking,
thinks lie draws the life.blood front the uprising forais
of tyranny whicli ia nienacing the frecdoin of Rom.
Ris bigli and everweening confidence in the "levera
virtue of the enterprise'l ;s tho result of bis bionesty
of purposo. Loving Ca3sar dearly, and standing bigla
in lis regard, ho lias no se!flsh or personal motive,
save perhaps a spice ci unconscious vanity, for his
course. IlNot that I leved Coesar les, but that 1
loved Bomoe more." Vainly weening that inanortal
COesar eau ho killed by a dagger, hoe dresas net that
in grasping for a phantai freedoi Romse bas bound
ta lier foot the woight which will quickly boa- 'ier ta
perdition.

Cassius la as naucli bis superior in executive ability
as li l morally bencath, hM. Wlien they disagree
his counisels are ln every cae riglit, and those of
Brutus wreng. Novortheless, B3rutus passesses, as
it seoins, sucli arrogance of opinion, and a calmn sort of
moral force that, ho aveores the botter judgment of
hi-, frieatd. For example, Cassius is willing te, di
anything ta promote the succesa of their conspiracy,
and, although Brutus, shriniking front the unnecessary
shedding of blood, thinkcs that "Mark Antony eau de
ne more than Coesar's arua when Coesar's head is off,"
Cassius knows botter, and rlghtly fears the friend of
Coesar. Cassius la avaricioue, revengeful, and often
unscrupulous, but ho possesses noble traits. While 've
lave Brutus, we admire Cassius. Ho loves Brutus
well, la brave, faitliful, a strong cliaracter.

Tho play abonndas ln passages well-famied for their
draumatie beauty and strenjth. The speech of Antony
over the body of Cresar, tritc thougl itI now naay bc,
la perliapa tho fineat exhibitio1iý of masterly power in
the play. Thie Roman bload must have been cold
indeed hll< it net leaped up and flred with its glowiîngç
pathos. Its artifice gave it au irresistible force with
the unperceiving tlireng, wbile it enchanted the Intel-
lectual, whe saw IL and rendered bossage. The
beautiful picture of Fortin and Brutus, the quamrl of
Brutus and Cassius, the hatching of the conspiracy by
Cassius, and the appearance of the ghost are especially
admired. The tonderness af Brutns shows newhcre
more beautifully than iu bis un.willingness te wvako
the boy Lucius, who, tlirough excess af fatigue bias
fallen asleep over his instrument~ I wil not <lu
tlieo se, much barrsa te wake t.hee." The finial parting
af Bru-us and Cassius is most touching.
.Brusm. For evor, antI forever, fnrevoll, Cassits 1

If WC do incet again, why %%e shahl sinile;
If not, Mwhy 01011, titis parting Was weII inade.

Cassius. For c%,er, aud for cvcr, fatroel Brutus!
If Wo do ineet again, w'9111siile ilndcd;
If srot, 'tis truc, this parting Was wchI inado
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