
MUSIC AJVD THE A.&J1A.

MUSIC AND THE DRAMA.

W HE iv? e 'vent to press last nmonth the jcape and capture, the attempted chastisementloyers of the draina at the Grand Opera iand its terrible iilaoument, the subsequentHouse wvere enjoying a Dickens' revival in the 1 and successful flighit nf Sînike and Nickleby,representation of I-alliday's version of " Nicho- the enco unter vi th Browvdie on the highiway, thelas Nicklo 
ialn 

eby," and in die announicenlent offia arrivâai in London an -encontre with the"Dombey and Son " as in active preparation. latter adl his bride, whteitrdcint*Adramatic representati<)n of Dv1tkeboys Hall, Ný1evrman Noggs and Ralph Nickleby at the*with its attendant incidents, pathetic and lu- I atrsofce-ahaseeeoydeu]ybdicrous, %vas a hlappy idea, as wvell as proving anticipation as by reality. The home found fora fortunate financizl hit for holiday attraction. Smike, and the sad and final end of his career,The cheery, soul-enlarginýg creations of Dickens then brought the representation to a close--acould not be more fittingly represented than at close witnessed amid hushed silence that spokeIa season wvhen the heart of humanity is being Imore eloquently than the most tumiiltuou s ap-actively stirred by the dlaims of charity, kind- plause. We have seen frew plays at the Grandness, love, peace and gyood-will. Besides the jOperHoethtavbenme 
tif-apprcprî ateness of " Ni-holas Nickleby " as a jtorl pesented than this, and none that hatveholiday play, the piece served also to recali to Iseenied more to fit the dramatic aptitude of the*students of literature the annual " Christmas cornpany, and that called forth their bestStory," or carol, which used to be one of the mimetic powers.jregular and welconie visitants of the holiday The leading parts takcen by the corps veres eason, and seemied alivays to be struck off at thpse -M.Ar. Sqlteers-MAr. Spackman ; Nic/io-t he ivhite-heat point of Dickcens' genius. Ilas Nickleby-Mr. Roberts ; 7olzn B'rowdle-To the juniors of the large audiences which M1r. Sainbrook ; laill lWýlckleby-Mlýr. Far-jthe play attracted nothing could be more satis- f iel; FBrookc,,r-Mýr. Davis; Snawley-iMýr.1 fyng than the realistic efIfect produced by the Humphreys;N ma Noogs- Mr. Curtis;nanagement iii getting up the piece. The Smik.71 i avnot; Mrr. Sqit.-rs-Missfirst introduction to the rascally Yorkshire Carr; MissrSqieee>-s--Mrs. Marlowe; Tildaschoolmaster, M.Wackford Squeers...him Price-vîiss Delmar; zYlrs. iVickleby-iMrs."wvho had but one eye, though the popular Vernon; and Kate Nickleby-lMiss Davis.Jprejudice runs ini favour of twoc "--vas one that The acting: of Miss Davenport as Smikew~asc-xcited the house to the greatest hilarity, and a revelation of new poivers in this painstakingentheam The famous Saracen's Head actress, and a vivid manifestation of the charac-

5cnteleave-taking of Nicholas Nickleb y, ter Dickens has delineated. Withavoicesub-
the marshaîîing of the new pupils by the peda- dued by timidity and a broken spirit, and arý,ogue, their tantaliziixîa meal and hurried de- appearancz made wvretched by ivant and iII-parture from the inn in 'a veritable coach-and- treatmnent, Mliss Davenport's Sniike 'vas a visi-four, 'i'ith aIl the flourish and circurnstance ble and audible embodiment that touched thethat pertained to stage travel at the period, heart-strings of every beholder, and wvon forwere vividly depicted and minutely portrayed. it the highest praise. The death scene 'vasThe subsequent introduction to the Hall-to exceedingly creditable to, dramatic art in ourM1rs. Squeersand its otherinmates-..theglimpse midst, and an artistic pleasuire wvhich enhancedofîthe domestic economy and rare educational the literarx, art already given us by the author.2diantages of the institution, offered further The persionation of Afr. Sqiicers by MIr.scenes of lively enzertainment and interest. ISpackman wvas a capital one, and successfullyThe induction of the young usher to his duties, individualized the compound of cruelty, vil-the examination of "the first class ini English jlany and hunibug 'vhich the Master HumouristsPelling and philosophy," the administration jof his age intended to depict in the character.cf the " brirnstone and treacle," the social re- i The scène 'vhicli gives the opporttînity topaion of Miss Squeers, Tilda Price, and John ,Nickleby, and the school to avenge the accu-Broivdie 'vith Nicholats, and the latter's interest Imulated 'vrongs of many days, and to repay-?:lhe forlorn Sinike, fo*rmed additional scenes wvith interest the flagellations he had meted::ramusing and exciting representation. Then jout to his victjms, 'vas on1e of the keenes. de-ý.UoiYed the successive events of Smikc-'s es- l igbt to the audience, and provocative of miuch


