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"photograph, or whoinvents, designs, etches,
"engraves, or causes to be engraved, etched,
"or made from his own design, any print or
"engraving, and the legal representatives of
"such persons, shall have the sole right and
"liberty of printing, reprinting, publishing,
"reproducing andvendingsuch literary, scien-
"tific, or artistical works or compositions, in
"whole or in part, an& of allowing transla-
"tions to be made of such literary works from
"one language into other languages, for the
"term of twenty-eight years from the time of
"recording the title thereof in the manner
"hereinafter directed."

Furtherclauses enact how registration shall
be effected, and that, to entitle the author to
the benefit of the Act, his work shall be
printed and published in Canada, and contain
the name and place of abode of a publisher
in Canada. An American author may, there-
fore, by simply crossing the frontier, and
employing a Canadian publisher, be secured
in the enjoyment of copyright over the whole
Dominion. We shall have occasion to refer
again to this statute, but meantime notice it
for the purpose of showing how completely
the advantages as between the United States
and Great Britain and her colonies, lie with
the former.

It will be evident that the Imperial legis-
lation we have quoted is chiefly applic-
able to standard 'works, those, in point of
fact, upon which the largest outlay of time
and labour has been expended, and, conse-
quently, on whose authors the absence of
copyright protection must press most cruelly.
It was stated in one of the numerous recent
articles in the London press on this subject,
that Mr. Erichsen, the author of an English
work on "The Science and Art of Surgery,"
had discovered that, up to the end of 1866,
no less than 5,37o American reprinted copies
of his book had been purchased by the
American Govemrnment for the use of the
army. Fad the books been bought from
Mr. Erichsen's English publisher, the profit
to the author on the sale would, it is alleged

have amounted to three thousand pounds
sterling. His sole and proud reward, how-
ever, has been to see an American edition,
of the result of years of toil and study,
adopted as a text book of surgery throughout
the Union. The author of a standard work
on seamanship tells the same tale of flatter-
ing appreciation unmingled with the grosser
but more substantial compliment of apublish-
er's cheque. Had these authors been Ameri-
cans we can readily imagine how eagerly they
would have complied with the Imperial Act
of 1842, or the Canadian Act of 1868, in
order to secure copyright in Great Britain or
the Dominion of Canada.

We have now to pass from the considera-
tion of the legal aspects of the question to
enquire what is the general practice of the
trade, either in Great Britain or the United
States, with respect to authors' copyrights.
The illustrations we have just mentioned
clearly show that in the absence of an inter-
national copyright treaty the author may
have, and does have, frequently to sub-
mit to great injustice. But we are assured,
not only on the authority of Messrs. Appleton
and other well known American publishers,
but by the confirmatory statements of English
contributors to the late controversy, that the
harshness of the law is, to a very great ex-
tent, ameliorated by the honourable liber-
ality with which British and American houses
respectively pay for authors' advance sheets.
This practice is, there can be no doubt,
carried so far on both sides as to condemn
the application of such sweeping and offen-
sive terms as piracy and fraud, so freely
hurled to and fro by the more angry of the
late disputants. In point of fact, as we shall
see when we come to notice the relations of
the United States and Canada in this con-
nection, British-Canadian legislation even
gives a quasi-sanction to the reprinting of
English books by Americans when it pro-
vides for the importation into Canada of
American reprints at a small duty, designed,
it is true, as a remuneration to the author,
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