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bath pover te call Synods, to bo presont at thent, and te previde that xvlmio-
ever ig transacted in thein bc according to the niind of God." (cliap. XXIII.,
Sec. 3.)

It wvas thoughit that sucli languago gave the inagistrate a power in religiouti
inatters whicli did net helong to his office, whieli is pureîy of a civil inture.
T[he stilejct ocçasined generat and daily discussion anion- iniisters and
people, and it ~cnomore and more nccessary that it shiould ho taken up hy
the Supreine Court of tho Chiurcli.

In 1792 a Oonimittce was appointod to prepare an Act iii ternis of the
Overtures. It appears, hioiwcer, that nothing ivas doncj delinitely iii thisi
matter for sonie years afterwards. 'fli Coniiittce scenm to hiave delayed ýivinr-
iu thecir report froin a fear that tLucre iniit bo a grent, diversity of sentinment
on the subjeot, and thiat the Synod would. not bc able, witli safety, to bring
tliis cause te a. satisfactory issue.

But it hiappcned that fwo preachors, Messrs. Thomas INeCrie, and Williall
McBwan were about to ho ordained,-tlo first nt Edinhurgh, and the second
at 11owgato, about this Urne. BoLli of Uîoeso entertainod seruiples respecting the
asser ' required to the second question cf the Formnula. he Presbytery or
Edinburgli, beforo which thoir trials were to ho given, and hy wilîiclî thcy Nvero
te bheordainod, could not modify Uhc Formula, hoing a subordimnte court; aîid,
thierefore, diey roferrcd Uic mattor te tho Synod, te meet in May, 1796.

It wats in consequence of the scruples cf the young mon just nanîed, that the
subjeet of tuie inlaistrate's power in mnatters, cf religion -was takon up by the
Synod vith a doterniiination. to briur, it te soine s. isnictory bearing. TIche
liad already hecu eniployed for several years in rc-modelling their 'festiimony
te zadapt it te the prosent tirnos ; and haviug spz:nt, îîuehl cf thoeir Liiiîo on Luis
suh.îect Lhey weoleà to examine iL with new and aceurate discriiniation, and
iith e Divine liglit and blessing wcre broughit te soine satisfactory conclu-

sions. This Nvas an evontful poriod in tho General Associate Synod. Dniring
eiglht longr yoars thoy ivoro occupicd in preparing this noiW exhibition cf tlieir
principles. 'l'lie matter -was thus conductcd ii tho utmnost delihoration, and
every endeavour made te prosorvo peace and unity.Thie Synod, hiowevcr,
ivere net ail agreod on the changes contemplatod, fier ddtlicir opinions tîmini-
inously liariionize. This was scarcely te ho expected. Yet it was Nvonderful
that se înuch unaniniity provailcd, thiat se vory fowv, cmpaivc secc
dispesed to stand eut for tho antiquatod sentiments, whicli liad heen virtually.
and wore 110w te ho formally, ropudiatod. ihese fcw, hiowever, were mon ol*

eoifflit, and of higli rospetahility. But thoir minds, iL wvculd secm, wvcre mislod
hy the prejudices of education, whlîih, instoad of hoing renîoved wvere rather
strengthcned hy the Synodical discussions. Scarchiingc into tho erudition of'
earlior tinios, and ontlîusiastically full cf tho doings cf the Reformors, tlîoy
appeared to forget that tiieso groat pattorns hiad thoir infîriiities, and werc îîot
te ho taken in every thing as models l'or imitation, and that tlze Seriptureit
alono are te rog(ulato the constitution and laws cf the OChristian Chutrch. 'flie
was nmcst roniarkahle in the case cf tLhojiistly roverod and celohrated Dr. MeCrie,
for iwihosc henefit na modification liad hoon niade in tho Formula, for ordination,
that bis seruiplos on the suhicot cf the mingistrato's power miit ho remcvcd.
Lahouring possihly, as lie ~vsin the meantimie doing. in prepariîîg his invalu.
able Lire cf Johin knox, lie hocame enamoured net only %wîtl lus character and
enterprisos, but insonsihly imhihcd someocf bis intolcrant, principles. A few
yezirs after bis ordination hoe rovortod te the exploded Mdens cf the civil magcis-
trate having power in roference to the church. In this Nwo heliove hoe was
poerfoctly consexenticus, and, witlî hocoining c.andeur, hoe ptihlioly nvowcd bis
chiange cf sentiment i a sermion proacliod hy imii in 1800, whien, hiaving been
moderator, lie opcned the Synod that ycar. Z

T[he official documents w-hich tho Syndwr eln c-inodolliig, consistod
of Uic Narrative and Testîmcny, with, Uic acknowlcdgment cf sins nnd dutio*'.


