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furgeve our hespacers, And lead us not into {that it bas not been by.shutting our eyes to
temptucion, but delyvre v~ from yretl. Amen. four defects that we have redclied obr present

fn 1537 the wholy Ihib ¢ wos printed with
the Ling™ ficense,und m ot the Lord's Prayer
was rendeced thus :—

Q oure luther which arte in heven halowed
Le thy nune.  Let thy kingdome come, ‘Thy
will be fulliled as well i ertly, avit s w heven,
Gieve us this daye oure day'y bred.  Aud for-
peve us aure tiespasses, even as we forgeve
oure trespacers,  And tead us not into temnp-
tacion, but delycer us from evyll.  Amen.

Authorized version, 1611,—

O e Tather which wrt in heaven, hallowed
be thy name. Thy kingdowe come. ‘Thy
will bee done in easth as i1 s in beaven. Gine
vs this day our dayly bread.  And lorgiue ss
our debls, as we forgive our debters. And
feade vs notinto temptation, but deliver us
frem cuid: foralune v the dingdome, and the
power, and the glo.y, fur cuer, Amen.

From the aunthonzed version, 1859,~

Our Father woich art in hesven, hallowed
ve thy name: thy kingdom come: thy will
lie done, in eartdi ac it i in leaven s give us
this ddy onr daily bread: and forgive us our
debits, as we fargive cu- debtors : and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us fiom evil:
for thine is the kin:dom, und the power and
the glory, fo- ever, Amen.
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The Claims of Phonetic Spelling.

It is the objrct of this paper to present an
outline of 2 »ubjecy which might be treated at
wmuch greater length ; and itis haped that
many may be induced to weigh the consider-
ations liere set forth who wight turn away
from a more extended treatise.

The proposal (o revise and amend the sys-
tean upon  which Engli-h orthography is con-
structed, seems at fiest sight a highly audaci.
ous onc. But the feeling ot iadignaton which
15 apt to arise when such a proposalis nep-
tioned will prabably subside when it is remem-
bered that the cxisting syrten dates as far
back as the Norman Conquest,—that perhaps
nothmy else of so early an origin in the whole
rauge of DBritish affairs, has escaped the scru-
tiny and fhe transforming porer ol modern
kuoswledge, zeal and energy,—that in point of
fact, a process of chauge in spelling has been
ever going on, though so ﬁradually as to ex-
cite no alarm,—that while the old orthographic
basis is retained, such modifications must come
far short of what is desirable, — and that
therefore there is nothitg unreasonable n the
opinion that at the present adranced stage of
our literary history and attainments as 3 peo-
ple, this basis inself sbould be examined, its
defects supplied and its excrescences retaoved.

As Britons, it can afford us no satisfaction
to disparage inapy respect our native tongue 3
but we must remewber, on the other kand,

exolted position among the pations. Let us,
therefore, look dispassionately at the case.
yThe charges broughi agaisst the existing
systen of spelling ure such as the following :

1. ‘That the characters enployed are too
few. ‘There are twenty-five vowel sounds,
to represent which upon paper there are only
five letters; fience a is ane thing 1w mane and
a differect thing in onan, and so with the
cthers. Five conspnant sounds are also with-
out clharaclers, namely, <hat given to ¢l in
thin, tbat to th in thep, that to sk in shun,
that ta &¢ in wisiop, and that lo g ia ring.

2, That from tle want of single letlers to
represent such elemgntary sounds, the expedi-
ent of employing digraphs is resorted to, as
at, ee, 00, 0a, elc., in the vowel department,
and th, sh, etc., 10 that of the consonants,
which orcusions u great deal of needless writ-
ing, and iavelves a violation of the proper
theory of an alpliabet.

3. ‘That there ore redundancies as well as
deficiencies, inasinuch as 10 a large proportion
of cases, the same sound is represcuted by
a variety of expedients  Thus one vowel
sound is heard in the first sylable of maker,
and in the words pale, atd, duy, ved and
grey ; butin these cases that sound is expres-
sed by the various forms a, a-¢, ¢, ay, et and

eyé. ‘I'hat nosol- the different letters and
digraphs thus employed are not confined to
one sound each, For ezample, -theletier y
hias three funclions in the words try, liymn,
yet ; and ng also three w strange, longer,
(of greater length), and longer (ouc who
longs_or wisbes.)

9. 'Chat from (he co-existence cf the two
forms of excess last noticed arises a great
deal of, confusion,~—sounds and characters
playing at cross purposes .with each ather.
‘I'hus there is one vowel element which 1s re-
preseated a2t different tiumes by two letters and
five digraphs, but of thete seven only three
are confined to the task of representing that
vowel, The eotiers have from one to four
additienal functions, amounting to cleven ia
all, —these eleven being mere duplicate meth-
ods of expressing other elements.

6. That though certain rules are formed
for the gurpose or guiding through the lab-
yrioth occasioned by this state of things,
these rules ate far from being adequate to the
task proposed for them. They are numerous
and intricate to such a degree that few even
of the well-educated ever master them ; and
after all it is doubtful if more than half of the
materials of the language are reducible to
their sway. .

7. That as the necessary result, the diffi-
colty of learning to read is at lcast double
what it ought to be—mhile that of acquiriag
a knowledge of spelling is increased to an ¢x-
tent which it is got casy to estimate. With

a perfect alplabet the spelling should deter~
ming the pronunciation, and the pronuaciation
the spelling 3 but instead of this it becores
necessary to put forth a special effort of mem-
ory for cach ofa vast number of words, When
we look at the words paper and panic, we
aaturafly suppose that the first vowrel should
have the sane sourd in both ; but'we find the
fact to be, that the second conscnant is at-
tached to the latter syllable in the one wrord;
and to the forwer in the other, They ore
therzfore read pa-pes and pan-ic. But we
are not guided'to this information by the let-
ters, or by any definite rule. It must be ob-
tained by inquiry and firmly fixed in the mema
ory, ere we can read these words correctly.
[The printer would here obserse that the
composilor who put (his article i type,~—a
youth who has latefy left a National Sehool,
not being acquainted with the word paaie,
in reading his copy to the proof corrector,
propounced 1t pa-nic, in accordance with the
syllabic division of pa-per, fa-tor, ca-per,
ete.] Again, if we wish to spell the word
peak, it may be written pcke, peek, peak,
pik, peik, or pique, and each of these modes
has usage in similar cases to plead in its favor.
The sound of the word does not therefore
tead us to the proper Jetters, and a spegial act
of memory is required to enable us out of sit
modes to choose the right ore. In short, the
never-ending recurrence to the Dictionary on
the part of all learners is a standing proof.of—
the diffizultyzmpericncedyin attaining to ac-
curacy cither in spelling or writing,

What 1s required, therefore, is such a ro-
formation of the orthographic basis of the
language as will secure two things.

1. That each distinct elementary sound shall
be furnished with its representative letter.

2. "That each letter be confined {0 the duty
of represcutiag one sound only., o

By the first of these principles the vowel
sounds in bale, dat, &all, baim, would, for
examyle, be expressed by four characters, in-
stcad of onc as at present. By the second
principle there would be an end of ail diver-
sity of methods for accomplishing the samo
object. By the joint operation of both, all
digraphs and silent letters would be remored
from the ficld, and spelling would cume to
form a consistent, complete, and precise re-
flection of accurate specch,

One or two examples may be adduced in
clucidation of these statements. The vowel
sound heard in the word be occurs also in
eve, meet, pea, griece, setze and marine.
But the modes of expressing it are as numer-
ous as the words, namcly, ¢, ¢-c, ea, fe, €,
andé. By the new method, all these modes™
arc reduced to oocj thus, be, ev, met, pe;
grev, sc2, maren.

Again, the consonaat sound which comes
first in the word kill, is expressed by ¢ in can,
by ¢ io quell, by ckio chord, by ck in pick,

by cc in acoord, by cq i acquit, and by que



