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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT,

TEIMPORTANCE OF STOCK AND MNRFE.
111i' kceping of' live stock toi con-

sumue un tlic fi ni a large portion of'
the produots raised is an iniport-
ant branchi of agricultural econo-
xîîy. It is a vcry COUiiOB(), but
inost orroneous practico to grow
chicfly grain crops, espccially

what, beC4îuse thoy can bc Most readily
turned int oash, and larger profits for the
moment realizcd. To a great extont, hnay,
staw, and grain instead of'being consuîned
on tie farin, and fl!rtilizing inaterial fobr the
land provided, are sold off witliout any
regard to the ne essity of kceping up the
cquilibrium, betweèin fcrtility and yield,
by a liberal supply of nianure. rIn tie
neigliborhood of large townis an d cities, it
is doubtiess good policy for the farier to
sdil off ail lic can raise in the mirket whicli
lies close to bis own door; but whien hoe does
this. lot lii Lake care that for every load o?
produce he drives mbt torvn, a load of' nian-
,ure is teamed back to his fatrii. If tlis bc
negIcetcdt, tie land will infallibly becoie
more and more iuipeverishL:sl. Botlu farîn
and farnier grow poor on such a systein.
Unque:stionably one of' fie wvorstchIaraeîer-
istics o? Canadizin farniing la the lack o?
attention to mnure înanufàclure. This
feature is w0 cofl5icuous as ho, excite the
attention and provokie the eonîment o? tra-
vellers. A New York agriculturist iniakes
the following st.atcments on tlîis subjeot iin
a r(cent Aiiierican paper. They are fuît
of trulli and reproacli: IlI have just rc-
turncd froin Canada, and it is a splendid
country. But tlîey arc running tic land
pretty liard. They do not keep stock
enougli. It is ail grain. 1 was on one farn

o? 150 acres, and the whole stock on it con
sisted of 15 slîeep, 3 coivs, 3 lîend o? yoursg
cattle, :îtnd 3 or 4 hormes. Tite lhtriner had
st stack of' peas as long as a freighit train,
but lie sceecd afraid to buy shecêp to est
the straw' Newv land, rich in the f'ood
required by plants, hears tlîis kind of treat-
nient for a titîill, but nmust ut length suc-
cunib to a mode of' tillage iýo exhaustive snd
suicida]. Tie early setliers in a new coun-
try, findingtlisî al.unduîîtcrops reward even
the niost careless hîusbndry, are very apt
to îhittk the virgin soil inexhaustible. But
sooner or later, they will discovor that thoy
]lave made, an egreglous îîîistakc. In proof
of this, nîany fLcs niiglit be givon. For
exaniplo, the State of' Virginia, one o? the
nîost fertile o? the carlier settled Stahes,
yielded lit first imimense crops o? corn,
îvheait, and tobacco. But no inanurc being
supplied to the soul, a process o? doterions-
tion set iin wlieh lias gone, on Until Dow
tliousa ids of' acres o? wlîat was onco thîe
best land in thîe Stute, hiave been abandon
cd altogetlier, or if ivorkced at ail, only givc
the niost nîcagyre roturn. Tue saine causes
are producing like results in varions parti;
of' tItis continent. Even the riehi prairie
lands of thîe %vest show sigos o? diminiihed
vigor. blany ftrîis in those fertile regions
only yiold lbal? the numnber of' bîshiels per
acre whieh wcre producedl at tie, beginning.
Extensive river bottoîîîs in Indiana, tlîat
once gatve f1roin 60 to 80 bushiels of corn
per acre, now yield oîîly froin 30 to 40. 1h
lias bcen estiîiuted tiat o? the lands now
under cuti iation in the Unîited Statea,
four fifths have been daniaged 10 the extent
o!' threc dollars an acre per annuni 1 hs
is indecd a prodigious sud alarming dote


