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THE GENTLRWOMAN.

On Thursday vvening, the 3tk jnst,, Rev. De. Vin.
ton delivered alecture beforo tho Mercantilo Labrary
Amociation, at Clinton ieall, N, York, on * Tho Gen.
tlewoman,” ‘The effort was woll worthy of the popue
lar lectuter.  ‘Tha lecture was not only rendered ex.
ceadingly entortaming. by its humonr, but was charae-
tenzed by useful Jussons of Instiuction and clevated
thoughte, as woll.

‘Tho lecturer commenced with an exvlanation of the
title, In an amasing  converswion, intorspersud with
snagdote and humour, between Mrs. Grundy and the
Squire, in which the latier was compelled to admit
that thero was a goo denlin A name.  Whereupon the
gquire maintamed that femals wastha proper desigude
ven of the highost style «f1he sex which ho attempied
to prove from Scraplure, arguing that as Kve was cal.
ted Iaba, and Adam was called b, h benyg tho e
brew for man, amd Isha the fenunine of Ish, therefore
cve was called woman beeauss sho was a feninine twan
—3 feemale.  Ho  maintained, moreover, that your
strong mindel women, true Ishag, females, men of the
fernnive ponder—in short, the Bloomer, represented
the higlest style of the sex ; whieh Mes.Grondy strong-
Iy contested, an-d she uttered miany  humornus sayings
naainst the strong minded women who aspire to be
men ¢ anLmaintined the fallacyof” * Women's rights.”
Tha *Squire acknowledyed his discomfiture, chose luely,
which Mra. Grundy oljected t) for reasons drawn fiom
tho indiscriminate use of that title 1a the Seiipture, and
frota the Scriprure account of ladies. ‘I'hie tila of wo-
man was then discuseed,  Not such a being as poets
bave sung—a supernateral creaturo—an angel drop-
ped from the skies to eartb—but a being of flech and
blood, belonging to easth, having relationships tothe
peoplo of God intbo world. Vtar _apon the lecturor
cutered into o discussion or animadversion upon the
portraits of mon and women whom religious bLiogra-
phies and novely pretend to duscribe, condemning them
as uslike the RBible representarion of mon and Jromeny
acd any that we meet with in the world.  Autobiogra.
phies and public diarics fell umler the eamo condem.
nation ; and an argument was set forth wby a wroman
103y not write a treatiso on woman ;in which connee-
tion the lecturer analyzed woman's feelings when speak-
ing of her sex, and the different postures in which she
placed ber mind when writing to the masculines, or
feminines, and desenibed most beautifully a woman's
letter to a woman, likening it to a mountain stream
which one traces fiom us sourco to its departure ;
which description drew forth cntbusiasti: applause
from the audience. The ‘Syuiro then tovk up the
threaid of the suliject that not every man is corapetent
to des:nibe a woman; fur tho wisogynist, or womane
hater, would depress her as much tco low as woman
woulil exalt ber too bigh; and this he showel from the

isogyny of literature in a very amusing way, ths hu,
wmour of which excited fcequent faughter and applaove.
Many eatirical allusions to gome of the follics of the
sex were qaietly atluded to in passing, whercupon the
prelminary topics of £2nale, lady, amd woman, mve
place, as 1f by mutual consent to the tule of gyentlexco.
tnan, as the proper derignation of the p attern of the
sex. The gentlewoman was then describeds  Blood

and cducation were necesaary to forma gentlewoman.
Her beasty consisted in the charm of kind affect'ons
beaming expresswely, and pervading the movements
with unaffected arace.  The soul distinguished her
from common women. Expression was deswrided as
The roul locking forth from its windoswe, glul-lening
our hearts, and attracting the observer’s soul, to wel-
come ifs fellow, Liending them as it mere into onc em-
brace of delicions salutation.  As when the sun burss
forth thruugh the clouds and tansmuted the dull leulen
kies into an expanse ¢f radiant wealik, ro0 il 1he ex-
pression iduminate the countenance, k.ndlo the eye,
and sufiuse 1he cheel. Painters conhd not paint ex.
pression, beesuse no humun art could pamt the rouls
which®was the reason why portrasts of familiar trgpds
uever sati-field.  The lofty beauty of a geatlewoman
was a Leauty that emanates from the bidden ornamenrt
of a meek and quict spinr. The lecturer then descr:-
bed early womanhad, when sisters

“ Roam in maidenmeditation, fancy free”—

ch:ldren siill, and loving with a child’s youn; feciing,

purs and gentle, not distaibed by passionate love, but

rippling along i+ the same quiet flow over the dipths
of sensitili'y, as when they glided over the smooth
sands of their young life, a3 tho haleyon period of the
pasents joy around the domestic fireside.  ‘The ajpa-
tent cruclty of invadina that sanetoary by cffers of
zanngs aod tie mingled feclings of joy and sadocss
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-ata wedding, were graphically portrayed ; but to Lim
whusa duty it was to solemnize wedlock, the “accus.
tomed duty,” #¢ the Drayer Book siyles it, *of the
marzingolee,” caused smiles to predominats over tears,

1 the relationsbip of sisters was aweetly duscribed.  ‘The

{ geatlewoman was distinguished from the coquette by

dethe nbsence of futenso thirst for adauration, her supe.

i mority 1o the hitloness of vanity, Coquetry was de.

¢ nounced as & falss and fow and wanton artfice. In

1 an episode the lecturer deseribed the masculing co.

I quotte as of two sorts—tho seducor, amd petit maitre—

thy first of whom was denounced as having a soul no

bigger than a poa, a beart bander than a nether mill:

stone, and deserving to have tio sister tv own i, and

to huar lis mathee’s curses consign him to tho eecrn of
acoward's grave ; while the popunjay coqguette, a frivo.
lous amt contemptible folfow, whose vamty and weak.
ness are cgually conspicuonr, escaperd beeawso no
honest man thought bim of importance enovsh to turn
aride atd kick hion,  The feinale coquitte was analy zed,
and hiee victuns amonyg the ingenuous men whose hap-
piners sho had dertrayed, wore portinyen as struek to
carth by liee spattive wand; and, waking out of their
ternible awaun to look on woman as a séfierese, they
wera changad wito woman haters, whose tongue when

they talkud of Lier, and whose pen when thoy wrote ol

* hery wers d pped into the soured al cordled aak of

human kinduess wiaeb bee [ghtuing spoiled.  Anotber

class of respectaBle and gatiable ol bachelors were
desenbed as men with a forgiving temper, who rerolve
nevertheless to venture nevertnrn into the drele of
woman's fiscivation, We cannot refeain from inseriing
in full the follawing deseriptioun o fthe bachelot’s privaty
quarters, which is but one of the wauy amuring panrages

In this lecture s—

I'be chicf room of a backelor, who isknown as that
hopeless creaturo spoken of as nol a marrying man, i
always the front room on a streot more or less frequen-
ted, where bo 1nay bear the sound of the passing world
whilo Lo wits emoking or reading in his solitade. ko
chooses this locality from tho forco of his social in.
stincts; wlich aro gratified by the tokens that he is
included among his fellows ; while at th= tamo time bo
is continually admonizhed of his self banishment.  J'%e
[ront room on a populous sireet thus surves to freshen
the bachelor's consciouaness of independence, while it
reminds lum of bis retirement. It keeps aliva the sen.
fiment that moved Lim to teclude bimself, and cun;
mingly blunts the edge of thoe pain of his srclurion.—
And when his friend steps in of an ovening (foras
bachelor bas fniends) to smoke a segar (for all bache-
lors sioke segars), or to play a secial game of card?
Lor all bachelors play cacds), or to enjoy a word or
two of chat and gossip (for all bachelors indulge m
such consuerzation), the murmur of the noiso of passen-
flersin the strect breaks up the mleoce wlich would
be intolerabls to Lim, besides being a too impressive
witness to bis visitors of the lonehness and desolate-
ness of the bacheloc’s lo's  Thus much by way of pre.
face.  'Tho walls are kung with piztures, generally
zood, and mostly of the cavinet 2iz+, on subjects turah
preturezque, historical, but never dowmestic; 1et never
without a female fuce or two alons on o separate can~
vass—chboice atlicles of vertu.  Exquisita tablis or
bronzes «fstatuary, (fhe can aflord them,) a small
eelected hbrary, no newspapers except the evening
paper of last n:ght, lying close alove .a pair of em-
breidered slippers, much used but well kept, a side-
toard, a bureay, a unrror, and easy chair of ample di-
memions, with three more of the game sort, of less
awpditude, ond with one or two to fill up spaces with,
a centre 1able, and a carpety make up the furniture of
tho sitting-room.  Amd you will not fail to netice that
the carpet is most worn before the looking nlse, wiile
the 1oz will seem (0 have defended the carpet from
wear before the fire.  Andaf you peep into the back-
elot’s dres-ing case on the burcaw, you will see things
that aro mysteties.  ‘The respeetable mechanic’s wife
of whom the bachelor bired his chamber will speak of
him as the ¢ Peor Gentleman.”  She will thow you
his cobl grare of dead cinders, Lis vacant chair, tis
ha f cut magazine, and Fis pictores and eagravings all
quut and sprechless, lovking from their frames with a
s ntof reproach that they are left 1o waste their beauty
on only ono prr of eye.. Andif you bs accquetie
who has ot worn out your heart, you will relent wiih
remorén at the right of tho expedicnts for comfort in
the bachelor’s quaitdrs.”

Next the gentlewomsn was described a3 wife and
mother, in humble cucvmstances and in prosperous
circwnstances; anil the family proup and the grand.
mother were pictured ; and the Iuschold of the gen.
tlewoman wasvividly and truthfully porreayed. Yhe
sceret by which the wifo may retain her Loll upon

|

. o mm e . —— e ———————

tho hasbaml’e love was disclosed by beautiful quoy
tlons from Washinglon Teving and the Bishop Jeremny
Taylar. Ono of be- most effectua) means of Coin:
this, wae« to maintat, (o same delicacios of condue
through hfe that caprivated him beforo their union
Next the geatlewoman i sociaty wae desctibed as a
hostess,ne a guest, and at watering places nind public
re<orte.  In tho capacity of a hostess the woull rective
you as a welcomn guest, hor salutativn would bo that
of a Iriend, sho would invits you to ba at case with
yoursell.  For the timo beiny she woull be your com*
panton, and you hers; and you would find that sho
had eurrounded hioeself with vongenial persons of kin-
tlred tartes.  Aaa guest you wonld notico how from
tha storey of infurmation she woull subsulize knowledse,
santiment, experiener, arl, to conttibute to your de.
Iehts  She woull never fapse from the diznify o
motdesty and reserve, would display nongof the allveta-
tion of prudery, and her presence would forbid the
least approash to valgarity,  The lecturer denounced
wholesomely the redowa and the polki, ns danced in
puble halls with ttrangers, as lascivious, 'centiouns,
disgueting, f which sentiments the andisnco tegtiffod
their approbation by owl applause, ‘The pentlotroman
was attended in the poblic street, in the steamboat, the
raear, the omnibug, and was mora partwenlarly deseri-
bed m the country, and i the garden. Iler untaught
innate erudiion - horticulture, wherehy the flings
prace an 1 bosnty and proportion over all the prospect
wi'li her own matehless ast, her skl in trandorwing
the conlined aroa of our city yards into beauteous spots
of gardun landscape, ber skill in arranging the bou.
quuts in the parlour for a joy to the houso of man—all
theso mero described with a power and vividness truly
plensing. ‘Ko gontlewoman was next attended to the
homes of the poor, and by tho bediile of the sick, and
ber nursing cars of man at thosick-bsd was most ten.
derly and aflectingly deseribod.  An eloquent tribute
was pawdto Florence Nightingale as Engtand's chicfest
plory in the Crimsan War—tho noblest lady of tho
British realm—who in the rude huts and cold terts of
the eamp, ministored to the wants, not of the delicate
aqul refined, but toa sutlering soldiery 5 not with hired
willing servants to do Ler tidding, but altmost singlo
banded 5 not in her native ciisne where her bealth
was tafe, but on a Rassian shots ; ot for tha applause
of Clristendom,but with ke =, oval of her conscienco
in fmitation of ber Saviour anil for the smile of God;
thus winuinyg our homage as ons ¢f the sentlewomen
of the world. (Loud bursts ofaj.planec.) “I'beallotted
timo the lecturer deemed expited, and tharefore omit.
ted to fitl up the topic of tha education of the gentle
wonian, simply alluding to tho Bible, fisst of all, poo
try, history, languages, bisgraphy, lar.zunges, biographby,
pinlosoply, the mathematics, book-keeping, music,
drawing, novel reading, and tho graces of dancing
and the toilet, endinz with the divine arace of piety,
as together producing the gentlewoman's character
anid concluded his lecture with these trief words :—
 Mothers, fathers, 1hus may your daughters grow into
gentlewomanhood, & comfort 10 your age, a bles:ing
1o mankind, a beauty and a praise before Gorl and
angels, a3 the polishi d Corners of the Tempie.”

‘T'bis lecture to be oppreciated muet be heard, We
understand that Dr. ¥ ~ton will repeat it in this city
on the evening of tha 24th Dec’r.. before the Young
Men’s Cliristian Assaciation § of which due noticg will
be given through the press.— N0 Y. Churchman,
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. THK PATHS OV THE SEA,

On Manday cevening, the 221 inst.. a lecture way
delivered bofore the Young Men's Christian Asrociaa
tion n this city, by Licut. M. I, Maury, U. 8. N, on
the subject of ¢ ‘The Paths of the Sea.” The lecture
was exceedingly interesting, hizhly interesting, bighly
instructive, and evinced wuch profonnd scientie re-
search on the part of the lecturer.  “T'hs audienco was
very large.

Licur, Maury commenced by remarling that the
paths of the sea wera very much tho work ot chance
and circumstance, aud ke whers the ) imeer bappens
to direct his course.  The routes to Califarniy, Soth
by land and sea, bad been much shortened and im-
proved gince navigation to that region commenced.—
The routs wlich Columbus tsok en his veyape when
he discovered America comtinued to be the highway
between Europe aud this country tifl after the Decla-
tion of Independence ; 30 that Chazlesten was, up to
thai time, tho, Laltway house between the colonies
and the mather country. In 1775 Dr. Franklin cros.
¢d the Atiantic. and on his vayagze discovered tho difs
ferenca belween the temperaturo of the wator of the
Gnlf Stream and that of the brnad ocean, which disco-
very, through poliey, he for smne time kapt secret—
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