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davoted to him, who makesus all we aro, and gives us
all we have. 5o shall the betedictions of heaven do”
8 cend upon all things around us, and upon ourselves in
the use of them : while, by thus presonting our souls
and bodies to God, we not only imitate Abel but be-
como followers of Christ, who by the obedience of kis
life, andyby the sacrifice of lus death; offered up him-
sell, the fiest-bora of every ereature, the perfection of
Leoauty, and the excellency of power.

‘Phe offering of Abel was made in faith, ¢ By faith’
says the author of the Epistlo to the Iebrews, ¢ Abel
offored a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,' (I1eb.
xi.4.) The justlive by faith. (lceb. . 4.) Thoy
conduct their lives, and regulate thar actions by the
revealed principles of pardon, acceptance and glorys
proutised through the merits of a Redeemer. Upon
the atrenath of these they live and act in opposition
to the world, tha flesh aund the devil : looking not at
the tinngs which are seen by the bodily. eye, but at the
things that are uot o seen : the existence of which
thieir fwith in the revelations of God thus realizes, pros
ducing in their minds a fiem conviction of their reality,
And thusit is that they, fighting the good fight of faith,
and overcoming the world, ¢ believe to the saving of
the soul.’

‘Ehe origin of sacrifice is a point rather implied than
¢xplawned in the Mosaicaccount of things. And though
e are not expres:ly told so0, yet there is ecarcely roum
for us to doabt of the institution having originated in
divino intimacion, immediately after the fall.  And of
fering his sacrifice by fuith scems a proof of this: for be
thatscometh to God must believo that he is, and that he
iy (he rewarder of all them that diligontly seek him.—
Abel must consequently bave believed that God would
accept him, in and through his offering : and that must
have been founded on some testimony or promise.  The
sadrifice offered by Abel wasan exprassion of his faith,
shews the laiter to bave been in the greatsacrifice since
oh"crcd up for the transgression of mankind. In the
innocent victim, bleeding on the altar, he beheld with
the eyo of faith, what was afterwards exhibited to that
of sense, 4 the Lamb of God which taketh away tho
sing of the world” (John i.29.) And in this particu.
Iar, the tightcous Abel is a constant and uscful monitor
ta every cliristian, who comes into the presence of his
heavenly Father, to come with the commemoration, as
he did with the prefiguration, of the body and blood of
Christ, his Saviour. And let the one stirupas hively a
faith in those who live since the manifestation of the
Meesiah in tho flesh, as the other didin those who hved
before it.

By this sacrifice, thua offeredin faith, * Abel obtained
witness that he was righteouns, God testifving of his gifts.!
{(Ueb xi. 4.)  Asitisa rulein the divine law, that the
blood of shin beasts cannot take away sin, and yet
Abel obtained a testimony of iz justification by shed-
dinz such blood. which was in him an act of faith, and
therefoie aceeptable to God. we may confidently draw
this eonclusion, that * being justfied by faith, be had
peave with God, through our Lo:d Jesus Christ.’ (Rouw.
v. 1.) It is hardly to be doubted, that the sign or to-
ken of Abel’s acceptance was the same vouch:afed on
most occasions afierwards, v:z., the consumption of the
offering, by fire descending from heaven. IHereby it
was declared that the innocent wwas taken forthe guilty,
and the sacrifice suctained the venaceance that must
atherwise have been iuflicted upon the sinner.  And
hence it i3 easy to account for the bebaviourof the Is-
raclites at the dedication of the temple, who, when they
saw how the fire came down from heaven, and consu-
ned the burnt-olfering and sacnfices, praised tie Lord.
saying—* For he is pood, for his mercy endureth for
ever.” (2'Chron. vii. 1~-3.) How there should bo a
display of eternal merey in such a scene of “blood, fire
and vapour of smoke” does not immediately appear,
tilt we refleet, that by the offering bheing burnt, the of-
feror cscaped 3 when the surety sufferes, the prisoner
weat free. Al with this view, Christ scems to have
addressed Limsell, in favour of all his disciples, as well
as those then present. to the band that came to appre-
hend biw: *If ye seek 3k, let these go their way -
(John xwii. 8.) Ilewas to suffer, that he might not
suller ¢ ho was to die, that ke wight live for cever : e
was 10 sustain the vengeznce of heaven, that we might
b2 partakers of:its mercies : ho was to become obnox-
ious to the curse, that we might inherit the blessing.-—~
Aad therefore, the consumption of the sacrifive, which
represented hini, was a certain indication of the accep-
tance of the person who offered ie, in the fauli of bim
and higsuftermge.  This Abel did, and for that reason
¢ ubiained witness that he was riphteous, God thus tes-
tdying of lisgifis’  Abel, then, as well a5 A rahom,
helicved God, and it was counted to him fur righteous-
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ness.  Ilo was justified by faith, and not by the deais
of thelaw. ‘Lo these, as performed by the Jew, God
lias not raspeet, any more than hie had to tho offering
of' Cain § and for the same reasone :* Uy faith Abel
offered a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain' Iy
fuith the Christian offers amore acceptabls sacrifice
than the Jow. ‘Fha same iafidelity kept Cain and the
unbelieving Jews out of tho kingdon of heaven : the
samo faith adwmits Avel and the believing Gentiles into
that kingdom. Thus, in the persons of' these wo bro-
thers, whose history is recorded as * an example for
our admonition, are charactorized the two opposite
seeds $bat have over siiee divided the world between
them, and which will continue so to do, till the cousum-
mation of all thinga: that isto say, the humble obe-
dient and suffering spirit of faith—and the baugluy,
rebellious and persecuting spivit of infidelity. Ilo who
would be numbered with the children of God, mnust co-
py the example of Abuel: he who chooses to have his
portion with tho wicked, way-go *iu tho way of Cain.’

Nrig Depavtment.
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TIE BISNOP OF XEW ZEALAND.

AFTRR an  absence of twelve vears from England,
the Bishop-of New Zealand intonds to visit his native
country. It i3 well that the veneration and applause
which Bishop Selwyn’s name scldom fails to arouse
sbould be founded on a suflicient knowledge both of bis
character andbis decds.

Lhe:prominent characteristic of the man is an un-
uring energy of body and mind. It i3 not a matter
of indifference, therefore, that Bishop Selwyn should
have the strength and endurance which enable bim to
surprise even tho hardy children of the 3Maori race
who accompany bim, by his diversified labours—that ho
can swim the ‘river which civilisation Las not yet
bridged for the traveller’s convenience. Already the
i:lands over which Bishop Selwyn Lears spiritual ruole

~have their institutions for education and worship
founded in the spirit of a far-reaching chanty, not un-
liko that which, «inold times, provided for the wants
of his native land. A new St. John's recalls the me-
wory of the Lady Margarct’s princely foundation on
the banks of the Cum.

From his New Zvealand home the bisbiop bas gone
forth among the countless islands of the Pacific with
all the alacrity of a young sailor on bis first trip of dis-
covery, and has returned to his college each year with
a precious merchandise.  Not satisfied to claim a no-
minal awhority over these heathen tribes, orto admit
them to the Church by asacrament which implied a
subsequent discipline of Christianity such as he could
not ensure, hc has carried the native youths to the
shelter of his own roof, and returned them to their
parents enriched by a course of instruction in the faith
and training in ways of decency and usefulnese
* Year by year (writes a recent observer),® since the
bishop took back the first youths intrusted to his care,
and wuh happy tactwon the confidence of the parents,
while vet unable freely to speak with them, by con-
trasung the condiuon of the then half 2tarved islanders
with that of the well-fed returned boys—-puuing lus
fist ito the bollow check o the one and pinching out
the plump round check of the othier, on whick tHe pa-
rents—(at once catching the bisbop’s meaning)—clap-
ped their hands, and danced wiih delight, and rezdily
put more boys inio his hands—bhis lordship has been
welcomed, aud bis influence felt, through a widened
sphere.”

Open a map, am] note the sitvation of New Zealand
in the 1emoic south: then follow the track of the
bishop's vessel 10 island after sland, until her adven-
turous flag is seen within ten degrees of the hne @ wen
Lim gathering Lis living freight, cavefully sclected,
with a view to futuro service for the Church; and
then observe thess children of nature—youths of wa-
rivus aces, and languages, and characters, gathered
from the * isles of the sea,"—all woiking, and study-
ing, and learning to lead Christian lives, in a college
founded and ruled by a stranger from the farthest ex-
tremity of the globe.  We ean scarcely imagine a more
beautiful type of that gatbering of nations which
the voice of prophecy bids us to expect in the last
days.

Alas] that we must only callita type. The bishop
bas not support enough for his work. Already, we
are told, bé has been obliged to sell kis ship for lack of
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& The flev, .. M. Hegg, in a Teiter to tho Dake of New-
castie, on hehnlf of tae Melancsian Mission of thie Bishop
of New Zealand, oy
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means, and to coniract the sphore of his noble enten

prise.  Surely it will be a scandnl to tho Church if the

Lishop roturns, after his ntended visit to Englang,

without an ample supply for all his wanty, a hearty

Luglish support to all his Christian undertnkings ang

his ventares of faith.—(Abridged from tho Ciuardign,)
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Desse Foa.—During the whole of Tuesday and
Wednesday the metropolis aud subutbs were visited
by a dense fog. From about five o'clock in the evep.
ing the strects presented a most singular appearange,
torches and lanterns tlashing about in all dircctions,
completely bewilderinz the unfortunate pedestrians
The omnibuses, cabs, and other vehidles in the pria..
cipal strcets, generally formed themselves into a son
of procession, and travelled along at a slow pace heay.
cd by the conductors, with links, &e.

Tur Rev. Dr. Colenso and the Rev. Dr. Armstrons
will be consecrated to the sees of Natal and Gr.\lxamf;
Town in the yarish church, Luwbeth, Surrey, on
Wednesday, the 30t inst,

Hayrr—DBy a recent decrce, the black Emperor
of llayti admits Protestant Bibles, Testaments, and
Looks, into his island, free of duty. Yt Hayu, which
has shown a Yrotestant liberality in this respect, cag.
not get her sovereignty recognized in any wanper by
the United States.— Chrunicle.

Tue Prixcess Nicioras EsTRunazy.—We bayq
to record the death of this distinguished youthful lady,
wife of Princu N. Fsterhuzy. Her Highness died on
Thursdny week at Torquay. She was daughter of ife
Earl and Countess of Jersey.

Apvice 10 Ixarisu-Faaxers.~—Tbere has been
a large and sound crop of poratoes this year in Ireland.
Follow the two simple rules by which this good crop
has been obtnined in Ireland, viz—~—1. Plant the Peta
toes in new ground, that has not beea tilled for many
years, and, if possible, in peat. To plant them n
ground that has lately been cultivated every year, a
for example in gardens, is a certain way to lose both
labour and manure. Peat soil cannot be found ig a))
places, but thiere is some new rough ground i every
farm; aud besides the sound crop of potatocs, the
ground will be brought into good order. 3. Dlant then
early. .

Ineraxp ricy 1IN Foop.—The last advices fren
the country markets show that the prices of grain,
which had very recently nearly reached the war stand-
ard, areslowly but surely receding. The report frum
Limerick, dated Saturday evening, speaks of a cox-
plete glut of al kinds of provisions. The accounts
from Cork and Waterford are pretty much tbe same
as the foregoing.

“ Maixe Law” ror Exgraxp.—~The Earl of Ha-
rington approves of a Maine Law for England. The
following has been received in answer to a communica-
tion from the Secretaries of the United Kingdom Al
ance for the legislative Suppression of intoxicatioz L
quors as Beverages :—* Elveston Castle, Nov, 17,1553
—Dear Sirs,—1 thank you for your letter ofthe b
inst,, and its enclosures. 1 have read and approveof
the masterly addressof the ¢ United Kingdom Allr
ance,’ and am willing to join it, provided there isno
responsibility  attached to the council.—1 remain, west
truly yours, HannixgToN"

% JUsTICE TO SCOTLAND.”—Thursday, the 33t
of Decewber, lias been fixed for the proposed deron
stration in Glasgow in favour of the National Assaxis-
tion for the Vindication of Scottish Rights. The City-
hall has been engaged {or the occasion, and the Earl
of Eglintor, the President of the Association, is ex-
peeted to take the chair.

Loxzp Dunny oN Tur Terrisn QuEstiox.—In
a lettor to the chairman of a maeting at Manchester,
his Lordship saya—* So far as I am informed asto
the merits of the Ilastern question, tight appesrsie
we to be aliogethier on the §ide of Turkey ; and 1 be
licve that miy opinions as to the utter fuiility of tbe
pretexts put forward by Russia in justification of her
acts of unprorokerd uggression, are shared by the great
mass of our countrymen.”

Tise Tunkisn Aryy.~The total number of segi:
ments comprised in the wholo regular force, isseventy:
four, of which thirty-six ars Intantry and twenty-fovt
cavalry. 'I'he groes sivength of the effective force
138,680 mew, and that of the reserve 130,000'; these
are-about 60,000 irregulars, and there is a nozir
forét of rather over 170,000, assigned as the contier
qencies of tho tributary provinees: in all Lalfs wk
lion of men.~Ottoinun SZmpire and its Refources.

Praparations bave just been commenced at Tes
lsoke Royal Duckyard for building a new steam }3dt!
for the Queen. -




