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The Cross.

nials were different among the pagan |death with those of their departed re-
nations from those followed by theJews | latives, is thus, as way be seen from the
who w»ione treated the remains of the 1sacred seriptures, of very high antiqui-

dead in such a manner, as to sho w they
feit <hat they were to arise again at the
last day with the same bodies they had
in this life. One of the greatest stans
on the character of the ancient Romans
arose from the circumstance of their not
showing the same respect to their dead
as amongst other nations ; for the slaves
and all those who were not able to pay
the expenses of a funeral, were most
shamefully treated after death. Thit
was not the case amongst the more en-
lightened Greeks; while among the
chosen people of God the distinction be-
tween persons of different rank was still
less regarded.  The practice adopted
by the ancient pagan nations was, to
consum.: by fire the remains of those
who departed this life, and then 10 place
the ashes in funcral urns, which were
afterwards preserved.  But fai more
endearing to Christians, and more con-
sonant 10 the principles of our religion,
is the practice pursued by all Christian
nations, of burying the remains of their
departed brethren in the earth ; so that
the sentence pronounced by the Al-
mighty on our first parents after their
fall, might be verificd ; namely, that

'ty. Asthe Jews had diferent feelings
-respecting death, from other ancient
nations, so their mode of interment was
alse different ; they were in the habit
of embalming their dead bodies, to pre-
serve them from decay and corruption.
'The Egyptians also embalmed their
;dead with a similar object. By the
tlaw of Moses, all persons were forbid-
‘den to touch the bodies of the departed
under the pain of becoming unelean ;
but this was ordered, not for the pur-
‘pose of creating any disrespect towards
“the dead, but in those countries where
.contagion is so dangerous, it \.as adopt-
red as a salutary precaution to prevent
the spread of disease, and so far irom
creating a disrespect towards the de-
parted, we know the very contrary to
have been the fact, and that amongst
the people of God the greatest respeet
.was always paid to the remains of their
brethren. Saul was buricd under a
_tree ; Moses, Joshua, and others, were
buried on the tops of mountains. We
are informed that the people nfourned
for thirty days after the dealk of Moses,
and that there were great lamentations
throughout all Israel.  We also know,

man, sprung from dust, should return  that among the Jewish people, one of
again to that carth from which he came. | the greatest afilictions that could befall
Reverting to the times of the Patriarchs, | any person, was to be deprived of the
we find in the Book of Judges that Ab-! ceremonies prescribed for the interment
raham purchased a cemetery for him-!of the dead after dcath, and hence this
self and for his wife Sarah; and we : was onc of the threats held out against
kuow from sacred history, that not only | those who disobeyed the law of God, by
they, but also Isaac and the Patriarch ' the prophet Jeremiah. In that country
Jacob, with his son Joseph, both of} where perfumes and spices were pro-
whou died in a distant lard, all express- | cured with so much facility from Cha-
ed their desire to be buried in the same {n2an, the practice of embalniing was
place. easily icontinucd. Their sepulchres

* The religious feelings of survivors | were generally by the sides of thorough-
to have the's ashes mivgled after their | fares, and often in gardens, and we al:



