farming. (These come from the growth
o7 population in cltles and towns; from
the people becoming better off anid
more fastiflous und exuacting in thelr
tastes: and through cold storage giv-
tng them an opportunity to market
perishable things abroud.)

4, Those which come with low prices
for farm praiucts, and swhich are be-
yond the control of the people of this
country: and

o, Those that are luseparable from
waintaining the fertility of soil econ-
comically.

Pursuing this subject further Prof.
Roberteon suld. “Since we have over
large areus of the country, lamentably
amull crops, considering the charac
ter of the soil, which could and should
carry large crops, we come to the
question—to what arn. the small erops
due? They must be due to one of
several couses or to several or all of
them combined. The first is either
insufficient moisture in  the soil or
too much. The second is unfavorable

tempcrature  in the soll and
over tho wsoll Tihe next Is
unsuitable physical conditions
for the roots of plants in the soil, ‘The

fourth is the want of available plaut
fcod for the crops that are growiong.
The fifth is the lack of inherited or
other power# in the plants themselves,
The first two—moisture and temper-
ture—belong to the cilmate and are in
o measure, but not wholly beyond the
control of the farmers. The third—
the physical condition of the soll—is
nearly altogether under she control «f
the furmers, because that depends on
cultivation, including dralnage. The
fourth—the want of available plant
fecod for crops that are growing --may
be corrected by management, the rota.
tion of crops and the application of
farm-yard manure.. ‘1he fifth~the
luck of wlerited or other power in the
plasts—can be remedied by selection of
of the geeq, that is sown on the fields.

In brief the ease or difficulty with
which plants may secure thelr food
vut of the soil and air aed tie power
of the plants to take their foud oun
of the sol and air, are the two blg
things in the consideration of geow-
ing crops. The climatic conditicns of
the season and the intclligence of the
farmers, as appifed to the growing of
crepy, are what affect these mwost, and
thircugh these determine whetlier the
crops shali be large or smail.

1 belfeve that if the farmers cun be
got to understand clearly u few fung-
amental principles and gnow the un-
derlying reasons for the comwon things
they do, they will do these far vetter,

Speaking of the control of moisture
and  temperature, Prof. Jiobertson
said. “In ordinary seasons the molst-
ure in the soll, avallable to growing
plants depends almost entirely on thz
amount of what is called humus or
decaying plant material which the
soil contains. An abundance of that
with good cultivation and drainage,
will reguiate the molsture, and .per-
mit the air to have acce:s to the roots.
The burying in the soll of some form
of decaying plant substonce i8 one of
the wisest ways of coutrolling the
soit moisture and of intfluencing tho
sl temperature favorably. Farmyard
manure and green crops which may
be ploughed under, should be kept as
near the surface as is practicable,
with regard to temperature. Heavy
soils are often wet solls, particulariy
in the spring. Tor want of dratnage
wiaut of deep growing roots, they are
&0 compact  that they hold water;
When that eavporates rap!dlfr it cools
the soll and sometimes bakes it. Rapid
evaporation removes the mo'sture, but
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makes the land cold. When seed g
put in In spring thee, it is most ln-
portant that the tenperature should
be favorable to a quick germination
of the sced. ILveryone knows that the
seeds  which germinate most rapidly
give the most vigorous plants.’ “L'he
professor recommends rolling the land
us one means of Increasing the tem-
perature of soll, it having been prov-
en that rolled land had a temperature
over three degrecs higher nt a depth
of an Inch and a half from the surface
than uvurollea land. The lumpy, irreg-
ular surface of unrolled land radintcg
the heat of the sun into the air.”

The next points taken up were cul-
tivation, rotation of crops, ete., all o}
which Prof. Robertson showed to be
be well worthy of careful study by
every. farmer.  Selection of seed i
strongly recommended as one method
of improving the quality aand yleid of
grain erops. The evidence given along
these lines is much too bulky and miu-
ute for ingertion here, but we have no
hesitation In  gaying that a careful
perusal of the whole paumphlet con-
taining this evidence would richiy re-
pay every farmer in the country for
his trouble in doing so.

Low Prices For Fleece Wool.

Canadian fleece wool has been com-
ing forward very freely when the ex-
tremely low prices which it brings ave
taken Into account. It is estimated
that 350,000 pounds or the new clip
have been recelved to date by 'Coronto
merchants. In addition to this yuan-
tity of wool, a close canvass of the
street reveals the existence of 3¢5,000
pounds of lagt year's «lip. That so
much 1898 fleece wool remains in  the
country—stocks in  Toronto may be
taken as  representing conditions in
other parts of Ontarlo—exercises a
very depressing effect upoi vhe mark-
et. Merchants in Torouto vre puaying
14 cents the pound 1or new flcece wool,
and do not uppear anxious to securo
consigmnents ever at this low price.
The reprezentative of a  firm which
usually buys heavily stated this week
that his house contemplated dropping
out of the markev until conditions gave
evidenee of improvement.

The present price of Canuadian (leece
wool is the lowest on record, and is
two cents per pound lower than vhe
prices of wool at the same season in
any of the past eleven years. We sub-
mit w table of the prices pald for wool
in the tirst week of July, since the
yvear 1889:

Season. Price of Woo!
per pound.
1899 14 couts
18985 16 cents
1697 .17 coits
1896 19 cents
1895 20 cents
1894 17 cents
1893 18 couts

1892 .. ... corerrereresssssarsasssnnnssnd 1 1-2 CONLS
1891 18 cents
1890 20 cents
1889 20 cents

Farmers naturally feel very discour-
aged that domestic wool prices are so
low, and anxiously await a turn for
the Letter in the market. The only
yelief that can come to growers must
come from tvhe United States. Prices
tnere have, we are pleased to say,
shown a hardening tendency. Up to
July 1st there had been an average
advauce slnce May 1st of 11 yer cent.,
or about two cents per pound. While
buyers profess to regard present quo-
zations as extreme, sellers, on the
otlier hand, manifest great confidence
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in higher figures. The advance which
has taken place in woul values in the
United »tates, however, has not yet
led t1q any american enqguiry for Cane
adian fleece wool. We know of no
wool buyers frow the United States
in Ontarlo, and are creditably in.
formed that Toronto merchants have
not as yot exported any of the new
clip.—~Monetary Times.

California Ornanwes,

Tho oruange season in California fs
practically  closed, says the Minne-
apolis Commercial DBulletin. ‘There
will be very few Valence.as shipped in
August. The total shipments for the
season nave peen 9,953 cars. A sur-
vey of tnc condition of the market
during the past year indicates that
the citrus frult crop will have been
sold for about $2 per box on an aver-
age, f.0.b, california. ‘The average
price 12st year was $1.19.  While the
bulk of tne crop has been reduced
about one-tnird, the increase in price
has more than offset the loss, ind the
growers have shared hetween them
6,000,000, as against $3,000,000 for
tho larger crop of last year. This
18 on the essimate that the total ship.
ment of oranges and lemons will reach
10,500 cartoads up t0 Oct. 31 next.
The shipments to the close of the
orange season are expected to be
about 10,000 carloads, leaving an esti-
fmato of 500 cars of lemons for sum-
mer shipment. The amount paid out
for freight for moving the crop is esti.
mated vo have been reduced from $4,-
500,000 last year to $3,150,( 30 dur-
ing the season now closing, walle the
value of the crop delivered in vhe east
Is supposed to have decreased f{rom
$11,000,000 1ast year to $10,150,000
for the present year.

Shall We Buy Novelties ¢

Retallers make many mistakeg n
the handling of novelties. No merchant
should geek to make w dime museum or
his store, and yet novelties must be
Introduced in every stock if the most
successful retailing is to be realized.
The markets are filled with novelsies.
Some of them are worthless from every
standpoint, while others have merit
and selling power ag well. So far as
possible, selectious of novelties that
will not “lumber” a stock should be
the ruls.

A good many mercluints make tha
mistake oi  being conservative along
this line. Their stock of goods lacks
the brightening effect of a few novel-
ties. It may be a bright plece of dress
roods, congervative in character, that
is wauting, or it may -be notion novel-
ties for counter use.

The feminine eye enjoys new things.
The buying Instinet is often tompted
by noveltles and there ig good profit
in their handling i retailers do not
over-bny — Minneapolts Commerciat
Bulletin.

The Hudson's Bay company has
amalgamated ite fur trading districts
known as Eaglish River and Cumber-
land, aud placed them under the man.
agment of one officer, Chief Factor
James 3cDougall, who will have his
headquarters at Prince Albert.

The foreign trade of Argentina Is
growing steadily. Great Britain cc-
cuples a leading place among the coun-
trics {rom +thich imports are made,
followed n their order by Germany,
Italy and the United States. The lat-
ter comutry exports largely of agri-
cultural machinery to the Argentina.



