THE CRITIC.

Although the boy king Alexander of Servia is not yet fifteen, his marri-
sge is already being planned. He stands in such a peculiarly lonely position,
without a relative at hand, that the regents are aoxious for him to form
family ties as early as possible. Princess Xenia, of Montenegro, sixth
davghter of Prince Nicholas, is the bride in prospect, and should the nego-
tiations succeed, the Princess will come to Belgrade 1o be betrothed to
the King on his fifteenth birthdsy. As, however, the little Princess is only
ten years old, the betrothal would not be made public for some time. This
alliance would be important from a political point of view, s Prince Nicho-
las has long hankered after the Servisa thrane.

The Quelicc Chrouicle gives the particulars of a clever newspaper hoax
which originated io Scotland, and which most comically deceived the preat
Eoglish pspers. The Evening Despatel of Edisburgh gave what purpcrted
to be a report of a meeting of medical men who had decided to strike lor
higher fees, The meeting was said to have taken place in Dowall's Rooms.
The physicians were described as being very much in carnest.  Some were
for *striking" at once, and the speeches put in their mouths ware highly
smusing and clever. Of course those editors who took the matter up did
30 seriously, snd they were indignant to think that educated medical men
could act in this way. The Zance!, the London Observer and she
Daily Chronicle made most serious comments, the following paragraph
from the Lancet being a fair sample of bow completely the editors were
gulled :—* A largely-attended meeting of medical men, as reported in the
Egdinburgh Evening Despalch, was held in Edinburgh, to debate the griev-
ances of overwork and uader-pay, so long felt and bitherto so patiently
borne. A strike was advocated very plainly by some, but a strike of medi-
cal men is not to he thought of seriously. Apart from their number and
their competition, there is soething in the very nature and property of
medicine to forbid it. Butithe public may be shamed into better recogui-
tion of our labors snd ourlives,” The chagrin of the editors when théy
discovered a day or two after that they had been hoaxed can be more easily
imagined than described.

We wonder if we shall ever have gaod, or even fair, sidewalks in Hali-
fax ! Thetopic has been brought up often enough, and eachjindividual who has
done so, after saying what he could to induce the authorities to make more
progress, has retired disgusted with the immovabilty of great bodies, We
have certain sidewalks which are really credits to the city—notably that
round the post office—~but when we see the uneven brick ones which die-
grace some of the main thoroughfares, we bring to mind and recognize the
truth of the scriptusal saying which asserts the uselessness of putting new
cloth into an old garment, for thereby the old detracts from the utility of
the new. Letall the sidewalks be seen to througkout the city, and no more
nonseuse about it. Although our citizens have become cantious and some-
what accustomed to the unevenness, yot strangers note the defect very
quickly. Perhaps the authorities will meet us by quoting Scripture to the
effect that the right way is that which is narrow and wanting in smoothuess.
That, however, “ has nothing to do with the case,” for no one can hope to
meet St Peter at the end of any of our streets, although they do aoswer so
well the biblical description of the road which conducts to sbsolate happi-
ness. The paths of Halifax lead but to—with quotations still in our heaa
we were about to write ¢ the grave,” however,, we shall not say as much
just yet, but at any sate the paths of our city lesd to still more wretched
roads withia the suburbs, which require moro impartial supervision than is
at present bestowed upon them.

The question of better rail accommodation in Halifax has, we think, been
wisely determined in favor of the exteasion along the water front. The
Cornwallis Street scheme is a very expensive one, and should the property
be acquired, lying as it does on a steep hillside, it would cost a fabulous
sum to level it for railway purposes. This slone scems an insuperable
obstacle wheu compared with the reasonable sum required for an extonsion
along the wharves, and the much greater accommodation furnished by the
latter plan. The present passenger depot is too far removed from the
centre of the city, and a ntation at the Ordnance Square would be a con-
venience the public would at once appreciate. The present passenger
depot could then be turaed iato a freight station, and tbis additional room
would be sufficient to allow Windsor and Annapelis freight to be handled
at North Street, 2 much needed concession to the commercial public,
Small dealers with no storage room on their premises seem to think it the
duty of the Government to erect warchouscs or storehouses at or npear
North Street for their convenience, That is, that by the expenditure of
public money they shall be placed io & position to compete with merchaanls
who bave at their own expense built warehouses in the city on which they
are heavily taxed. This we thiok would be an injustice and unwartaatable
interference with private eoterprise. The extension along the wharves
would be free from this obligation, and in fact would increase the faciliies
of private owners of wharves and storehouses in handling freight. Looked
at from any stand point it seems the correct plan, and we hope that divided
councils will not interfere to prevent its speedy carrying out.

Thete hay been a moat extrsordinsty treasure trave discovered in Rio
Janeiro, and the story of it reads like a page in “Monte Christo.” A few con-
tractors’ men were busy last May pulling dowa the castle of San Antonio,when
they came suddenly upon unknown subterranean psssages, and carefully hid-
den in thesea rare amount of treasure. A hundred and twelve oak chests
clamped with iron, four iron bozes, and sixtcen sacks—these were filled
with old gold coins from the Spanish mint 1o the value of at least 50,000,

ooo francs. But this was only part of the wondar, for there were documents
that rev.aled further treasures that could not be far distant. There was a
roceipt signed by the Superior of the College of the Jesuits for twenty mil-
lions in gold destined as tribute for Johun'1V., King of Portugsl, on the
occasion of his visit to Brazil. Thero were jewels and precious stones of
great value. There was an inventory that mentioned ingots and bars of
gold, there was another that mentioned gold dust—it all read like a page in
a romantic novel. DBul the littie touch of modera life camo in promptly
coough, for the question at ouce srose who was 10 awn tho property. All
the different original claimants were represented. The Sociely of Jesuits
still exists, The present King of Portugal is the nearest descendent of John
1V, and the Republic of Brozil represents the government of the old
dynasty. Gold is not so plentiful in Rio, but that the * find " has m~de a
gre:;z noise, and there will be much litig:tion bafore matters are finally
settled.

The Gardens Commissioners have mad2 2 mistake in agiin raising the
prico of admission to bangd concerts 1o twonty five cenis. Should there be
fire works or other extra atfractions the fee might be placed at that sum,
but ten cents is sufficient for a simplo band performance, The concerts are
ucdoubtedly populsr, and whole families would like to attend, but twenty-
five cents per head is staggering, aod so hundreds who would go at ten cents
admission stay at home or take iu the concert by a promenade outside the
fencc. 'With the fee at ten cents and frequent concerts—ssy at least one a
week— citizens and sirapgers would flock 10 the performauces and a large
sum would be realized for the gsrden fund. There is no more delightful
way of passing a warm eveping than in strolling sround the beautiful
grounds of the gardens listening to the music of our exceptionably good
military bands, and it is a shame to deprive hundreds of poor hardsworking
cilizens of this pleasure by exacting too high an admission fes. Make the
copcerts popular by sdopting popular prices should be the motto of the
commissionors.

The dog days sre upon us. The dog days last from the beginning of
July to August 13. The popular theory is that they are so called because
dogs then go mad ; but the notion is etymologically false, besides being
untrue in fect. Dogs, strange to say, are rather less liable to rabies then
than at other times, “ Dog days” is really a translation of the Latin * dies
caniculares "—the twenty days before and the twenty days after the heliacal
rising (that is, appesrance in the morning just before the sun) of the star
Sirius, whom the Romans called * canicula,” or *little dog.” The ancients
attributed a most malevolent influence to this star—our ** dog star ""~and
sacrificed a brown dop to it to appease its rage. If this were not done they
thought that the sea would boil, the wine tura sour, and dogs begin to grow
mad, the bile increase, and all animals grow languid. In the course of
ages Sirius will rise a% mid-winter instead of mid summer. Perhaps some
wise-acres, hike those who sre ready to believe in dog-days, aud new moons
changing the weather and similar impossibilities, will then give him credit
for the frost and snow.

Mr. J. Lowry Whittle’s Report on * Frofit Sharing " has caused con-
siderable interest in Great Britain. The report shows that the introduction
of the system has beer attended with marked success in several cases, and
that its extension to new industries has of late been far from inconsiderable.
In France it had ao earlier start, and has gained a more firm footing.
There are many forms of profit sharing. but the principle common to all of
them is that the workmen cogaged in the business, or some appreciable por-
tion of them, shall receive, in addition to their fixed salary or wages, some
pecuniary advantage, prospective or immediate, o be paid ont of the net
profits of apy yeax in which net profits are made. The sum thus paid, or
set apart for the workman’s benefit, varies as a rule according to the vet
profits of the year. The gain to the workman is thus direct and obvious.
To the employer the advantage is that his working hands have a clear
interest in makiog the profits of the year as Jarge as possible , that they will
work heartily and willingly snd do their utmost to guard agzinst extrava-
gance and waste, and that permanent good relations betwees empioyer and
employed are more likely 1o be established under this systom than under
one of fixed wages. The extre payments to the workers may thus be
segatded as the praducts of the system itself. The employer loses nothing,
becaase the year's profits are farger than they would otherwise have been.
The relations of the two parties may in other respects remain unchanged.
The entire management of the business is, as & rule, retained in the capital-
ist'a baods. In Great Britaio the system bas been started in some instances
with succees , in others it has been tried aud has been given up.  The sys-
tm, we are told, requires much time and pains to produce subsiantial
results. It ts no magician’s srapd to bring abiut achange alt at once in the
ways and charactet of the workpeople. The Freach firms, whose final suc-
cess has been most conspicuous. &) tell the same story of the sitist difficals
ties with which they had to contead. COge of the best known and most
frequently cited instances of j.rofit sharing is that furaished by the Maison
Leclaire,  From its first establishment in 1842 to 1889 no less a sum than
5,513,142 franca was shared an:ong the workmen in addition to their yearly
wages, the rate of increase beiny as high in coe year as 23 27 per cent, and
for the past ninc yeats it has beea maintained steadily at more than 20 per
cent. Cash payment to labor is now gencrally recognized in profit-shsting
schemes as necessary to interest the workers in the place. The establish-
aent of a provident fund against sickpess or old age, or auy prospect of
benefit at some futare or contingeat date, does not give the needful imme-
diate stimulus. Cash payment must come in as some patt of the scheme.
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