
2 THE CRITIC

If an anecdote which bas rec.ntly appeared bc correct it is evident thv
aur pretent minisier at Washington is not tai be played tipon with Ili
unbappy facility which provcd s0 disastrous to bis predecessor. It is sai
that Sir Julian Pauncefote, being solicited recently foi bis signature ta
collection of autoqraphs ta be prusented as a testimonial ta M r. Gladatout
eyed bis visitor critically and rcplied . Il My predecessfbr signcd a piape
intetfering with Anircan pohitics, and waa sumimarily rer.allcd ; and
tbink it unwise ta attach my autograpli ta such a volume."

*£ht internient of the remains af btrowning in Westminster Abbey lia
not only called iorth expressions ai opinion ironi miedical authorities tha
ibat national Cemetery ai 1the Great is slready overcrowdd i and dangerous L.
*health, but bas again brouglit into ptominence the subjtct ai cremation. 1
bas been pointed out thiat if this mode of treatnient oi the deid ircre adoi-tcli
Westminster Abbey might, with safety and etuse, contain an indefinite nu 11ber ai tentma ai dis:inguishcd mnortality, but allusion is nmade ta th
prejudice ia favair ai tht conveational mode of intermnt. Man, la Iii
thaughts as weli, as in bis actimis, is essentially a crcature ai habit, and i
will probably be a long tume yet betare tht idea of cremation obtains th
preicrence over interment. Ta aur mind there is no comparîsan betweei
the conceptions of purification by tire, and ai the corruption ai the grave.

We bave heard lately af the preva lence of diphtheria in NSewioundlani
and Nova Soudia ha.s ta the past sufféred so see'ereîy fromt this scourRe tba
we areibduced ta give tht publicity ai our circulation ta the followinl
retnedy which la reparted ta have been diacovered in Gerniany and ta ha th,
best known. Ia tht hope that it may be effec.àve we give it an Editoria
Note in order ta, afford it praminence.

IlAt the firat indication ai diphithcria in the throat ai a cbild maire thi
rooni close; then take a tin cup and pour mbt il a quantity ai tar and tur
pentine, equal parts of tar and turpentine. Then hold the cup over the fin
lsa sta MIt the roorn with fumes. Tht little patient, on inhaling the fumes
will cougb up and spit out ail the menibranous malter and tht diphtheri.
yuil jpass off The fumes ai tht tar and turpentine locaea tht matter in tht
ibroat and thus siford tht relief that has bafficd the akill ai physicians."

The cold snop ai last Thureday, Friday and Saturday will have disabused
the minds af those trho bad, irom the extrenie mildness ai December,
begun ta thiDk we vert ta bave no winter a: ail, Nevertheless we
fancy it wyul b. on tht whole a mid ont. As, bowever, niuch speculatian
bas been ar<used, on tht subject-so many people tbînkng, naturally
enaugh, that en exctpsionally mid winter is apt ta be succeeded by a very
seitre ont, %e IrubIiph iii o-u ci-niribution colunin a slightly abbrievated
rcscrip: af an article which recetty appeared in tht Halifax ClronieZe,
which seems ta us ta have a good dira] af force and prabability. If. bow-
ever, we are inclined ta thinir tht present winter may on iht average ba a
muId one, we sincerely hope in the general interests ai the country, and of
tht lurnberiag business in particular, that there may bc enaugh snav, and
enonigh cold ta keep it on the graund, ta affard, tht facilities wbiçh are of
such vita importance ta trade.

The date ai our issue ai to-day marks, as we think, the preceptible turn
of the year towards langer days, if calder weather. In tht latitude ai
London the lateat sunirise is 8 b. 9 mu. on tht a.>th Dec. at which time it
remas stationery for throe days, and anly gain@ ont minute thence ta the
Sth january, white it is not 'till tht î 7 th that tht sun riscs again ai 8 b'-
ABter tbis date daylight becomes rapidly earlier. D3ylight in tht afternoons
increases fauter. Tht carlicat suniset takes places at 3 h. 49 M. for aine
daya irani tht 8th December, but it advances tea minutes by the ist Jan.
and 2r m. mare by the 17th. Comparative Jength af day and night in alto.
gether a question ai latitude. In British Columbia, therefore. tht daya and
nights are about as long and as short as in tht latitude of London, but aur
mare sautberly position gives us sunrise at tht shortest days nat later that
about fiv. minutes belttue eight, and sunset not tarlier than about ten minutes
tu flice. By this date the day is ltngthened ia tht atternoon by about
tventy minutes. It in perhaps a smaîl matter, yet it is certainly more
pleasant ta have a somewhat longer day than in more nortberly Iattiudes
and ay be reckoned with aur equable climate and exemption front great
aýtmospheric convulsions as nte, if a small ont, ai aur many matural adran
tiges.

WVhile*there is a comStatly increasîng demmfld for female belp the disin-
dlination of girls for dmsic service increases with IL Nathig is mare
to be Sepetted Ïhan-ile fact ibat what sbould be conuidsred a respectable
occupation in Iooked st asirance, and the question arioss wbcsher a partial
r.moedy mlght net be fonad in the relaxation by employers ai some ai the
out-of-date theories ci extreme subservience which are stili thougbt ta bc
due trou rnad ta mistresa. -For good or for evil demnocracy is upon us, and
the last vestiges of relations based an feu dm1 ideas are disappearing with
ever = 4raaa rapidity. 1: is, ve think, quite possible thàLt relations quite
au Plumat Bnd more satisiactory in working nîigh: bc established on a
footing of gmeter fuiendlacas anid à fuller recognition of tht value ai tht
servisrenred. Some additioinal relief might misa, we imagine, b. accant-
plistted by the institution fa towns and citien af ladies' sacieties ta take up
yotang, ill-tended, and poverty-affiicted feniale childten, and afford thent a
course of tzsaiaing vbich ahould nat only tura thern out valuable aida ta tht
hontebold, but impress upon thent the f4ct that domestic service involves no
comproscise of self-respect. As a means of livelihuod, i is in tac: as abso,
Iutely respectable as any other employment, and in niany ways mnch safer
that tmy appmzcntiy mare attractivec onts.

ýt Whether or not the recently reported massacre af exiles ta 'Siberia bas
e ' etaruled the Ru8sian Govermnent into compunction or Sashed upon t1iemn
d sanie lîght as ta the truculence of their methods, it is now said that t lias
a been decided ta aboîish the exile %iysteni, under which such terrible cruelties

~,huve been su long practised. Even Ruseia, it would secmn, in unable ta reaist
r the impressions of advaricing civilization and humanity, or possibly it may
I have occurred to the Czar that this may be the best hiope of immunity from

Ille perpetual féar of assassination which renders his lile a burden ta 1dmn.
If tbis be the case he has prabably taken a step in the right direction, and

a h nly wonder iti that it has siot prcsented itsel tu his mind.-or that of
hi at luer, whosc life it riglit have savcd-until thus late. However, better
laire than never, and as it is the first stcp which costs (to hiteralite the
t rech proverb> the pre8ent measure, if the report be truc, may be only the
procuraor of others which %vit[ bring Russia up ta somnething like a level
witlî freer and mcsre civi.izud coutitries, and rtce her (romn the festering spirit
of rebel ion which does so niuch tu impede ber progress.

s The adoption af an international postage stamp bas latoly been .advo-
I cated, and it wotild no doubît be af considerable use, as in cases iwhete
2 people are frcquently perplexed by I»ing unable, when writing ta a foteign

country, ta enclose a stamp for reply. Snob a stamp would also be usclul
in rentitting amall sums ai rnoney for which kt is flot worth wYhile ta procure
a draft or money order. Judging by the enormaus strides miade in postal
arratigements from time ta time such an additianal facility would fia doubt

tsoan obtain an extension af utility wbich would justify its introduction.
q Lest Friday was the ftftieth anniversary af Sir Roland Hill's greii postal

Sreforni, and vcry few Englishmen who wcre, in 1840, cOnipetent ta give the
subject capable considerstion would at that date, when Jetters autside mural
boundarie8 cost suais which now appear fabulons, have drcamed that the
ocean postage-say front Great Britain ta Arnerica-would he only a hlf-

-penny in excess ai the amount charged by the I "twopenny post," which then
anly delivered its letters at that cost within the limita of towns and chties.
Stili less could they hava foreseen the cheap transmission of newspapers,
periodicals and books whîch go ta swell the weighty mail.bags ai 1890.

South Australia has flot beon the mast progressive af the Australian
colonies. Her population was estimated at the end afiB88 at 318,000,

Ibut lier territory extends across the Island continent to tht extreme north.
Nor dots it appear that she regards this extent ai domain as merely nom-
inal. WYhether tht exaraple ai Canada in bridging tht continent with a vast
railway, with the success which bas attcnded that bald measure in settling
up the prairie Provinces of the Dominion, bas infiuenced aursonthera sister
we are flot in a position ta know, but she bas also been bold enough ta
initiate a trans. continental line ta open up ber northern terriwory, which fa
said ta be very ricb. Is is tu be regretteid that the enterprise bas come ta a
temparary standstill for lack ai funda. Tht railway has, hawever, been
constructed ta a paint well up towards tht north, but presumably in tht
central desert part, and tht question was whcther ta abide there for a tirai
ar ta raise money ta continue tht wark. It is earnestly ta be hoped that
any temporary difficulries will soon ho overcorne, as there is now no doubt
that, wbere a country is at aIl fit for settlement, it is sound policy ta induce
it by tht early construction ai raitroads.

The repart that the Canada Pacific in about buying or leasing tht
Windsor & Annapolis Railway, with the intention ai putting on two fast
steamers between Annapolis and St. John, and using the route ta the
ab2ndonnent ai tht Intprcolanial, if it rcally emanated front the officals af
the road, bas evidently been spread with tht intention of forcing tht Inter-
colonial ino granting them the ruaning powers desired. We are, howevcr,
ai opinion that the repart is a pure fabrication, as the run across tht bay by
steamer is an insuperable obstacle tri the success af the 8cheflit. Fog and
stornis wauld always be liable ta stand ini the way ai close connection. and
aine out ai ten passengers would prefer even six hours langer time by rail
ta the discomfort ai a twa hours passage across tht baistcrous Rayaof Fundy.
Setting aside this abjection tht breaking af bullc, if the line werc ta be uscd
ta transport merchandize, would unfit it for througit ireigbt business, and
what profit would there bc in tht passenger business albat? Great ability
bas been displayed in tht management of the Canada Pacific, and it in flot
likely that such a bMunder as tht reported utilization af the %Windsor &
Annapolis Une will be nmade by tht shrawd business men who contrai, that
corporation.

There bas long been a prevalent idea that leprasy, at least in civilized
and Christian lande, was a disease wbich if not well nigh extinct had eu
diedl out, or bad a: lcast become su raie, as ta caîl for Jittie attention save
where isortie supposed exceptional case occasionally made its appearance. A
great body af recent information, however, warns us that this is flot by any
means tht case, and even in our own favored Province it is known ta exict.
The. it is bighly contagions does nat admit af a doubt. The author ai
Leviticus was firrnly conviaccd ai this, and cansequently laid dawn elaborate
ruIes for the complec isolation ai victinis even in tht early and uncertain
stages ai the disease, and for burning their garrnents and ather belongings.
Considering the virulent, loathsome and incurable nature of the pl;gue it
surely behooves every go.ernment ta ltgislate strongly, sternly and promptly
in the inatter. Unboundcd compassion is feît by aIl men for the uahappy
victims, but the disorder is anc whicli imperatively demanda that &Il syrn
pathy for individual isolation be set -aside in viewv af the public safety. A
sirong spirit ai humanity pervades tht Mlosaic Law, and Hebrew sympathies
wert keen, but the kindîlest feelings ai the Israelites did not prevent their
enacting regulatiant louking uncoinpromisintgly ta the larger &ce&


