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' make.' Besidus, when I'm a year or two older, I shall want you to como,
and live with me and be mny housekeoper. I say, Ilsg," with a sudden
change o! voice, Ilshan't we just have a jolly lot of dogs and ferrets, eh ?",

IlIndeed we will," said Maggie, Ileartily. Then a shadow darkened the
bright expression of ber face, and the teats came stealing up into ber
greenish-grcy eycs.

He looked at ber uneasily, for bis heart was nearer Ms sleeve than lie
chose to admit.

"Weil I whaL's up low ?"
"No--nothing, only you are going away-far away over the seas to

Australia, and it is horrad to think of."
"1Then don't think of it. The remody is easy enougb, and, yon silly

idiot," growing abusive as her emotion became communicative, II iemember
it'a only for a year."

"A year is sucb a long timne, jack. So many things happen in a ycar."
"Is-that z.ny reason to turn on the water works ?"
It shouldn't m-ui-mind s0 much,.if I could go too, to look after

yoti.)"
"Bah 1 you donkey. Girls are always obligcd to stay at home; but l'ru

a man# and intend to travel about, and sec sometbing of the world before 1
seule down here as a country squire. Corne, coule, Madge, cheer up.
Don't look s0 dismal, there's a dear." And. feeling a rnost vexatious
moisture, quite out of kecping with bis digitiy, b6ginning to dim bis vision,
jack slapped her briskly on the back, by wiay of administering comfort.
Unforlunately, this sign of affection had a contrary effect to that intended.
blaggie, from snivelling surreptitiously, wept openly, and in a manner no
loniger dis-uisable.

ciIt-i--vill bo aw-awfully duil w-without you, jack. I-I don't
know what on e-earth 1 shall do."

IlNonsense, Mag. You'il go hunting and have a roal gcodl timz of it.
Can you guess what 1 amn thinking of doing, if you're a sensible girl, and
behave yourself?"

dgNo, what ? 0f letting me have a piece of your bair %vhen you get it
cut to put in my locket as a keepsake ?"

jack Jaugbed qutrigbt. Maggie'a innocent worsbip was flittering, if
somewhat zidiculous.

,lNo, silly billy. 1 mean to let you ride Polecat and The Fizzer, ail the
time I'm away. There ! You can't have a greater sigu of oey affection
than that. There's flot another girl in the United Kingdom I'd place sucb
trust and confidence in."

"Oh, jack ! hovi good of you. Do yon really mean it ?
"Of course I do, cisc I should not say it. Ugh 1 " in great disgust,

flCrying stihi I What the deuce is the matter now ?"
"II csu'î belp iL You-you are e0 kind to me, and noue o! the others

are. If I arn an ugly duckling, they need not always maire mue -Tel it, as
îhoy do.»

,lThat's because they're snobs," returned jack, who often felt indignant
at the treatruent Maggie received at ber sister's bauds. Then be put bis
afin around ber wraist and said, with the nearest approacb te a caress bis
nineteen years and tan months would permit of-" Neyer mind, old girl, if
they taire the shine out of you in looks, you cas beat them; aIl bollow over
a country. TheWes flot one of themn ean handle an awkward borse like your-
self, and if 1 weren'tyour brother, and were- s narryin5 man, I know precious
well which of the five Miss Brothertons I'd choose."

Maggie was so ovarcome by Jack's eloquance and rare praise that %hc
could find no fitting words to.=xprees ber gra.itude. Her heart was big to
bursting, and she fell ou bis rieck ;au kissed him, witb sucb warmtb and
effusion that, finally, ha was forced 10 put au end to ber demoustrations by
the school-boy expression of I!Shut up," and IlGet out."

L'ut, for once iu'ber life, .Ètaggue refuse to, ba shut up or get out. She
stayed up there in Jack's rooru until ai last ha told ber hie really could flot
stand auy more o! ber company, and should witbdraw bis offer of Polecat
and The Fizar if she did not depart imrnediately.

and this threat proved effectuai.

CHAPTER II.

À FAREWELL VISIT TO TIIE STAB3LE.

lIt wants cxactly anc week to the first advertised mcl of the "IRipper"
hounds, and as the time for bis departure cari ba countcd by days, almost
hours, jack :Brothertou bas to surnmon up ail bis resolution in order 10 tear
himself away froin the uimc.honored pursuit of fox-htinting, to wbich, like
lais father, ha is.ardently attacbed.

IlBut, bavirig once daliberately resolved to travel, and cxpand bis idea$
by scing foreigu parts, baving morcover taken bis passage to Australia, and
made every arrangement for a twclve months' absence, ha could flot well
alter plans at the lasi moment simply because "1 Polccat " and "IThe Ripper
",bad ahrcady covcrcd themselves witb glory in the cub-hunting scason,
and accounted for no less than seventeen brace o! àibs.

Nevcrtbeless, it made the parting bitter, and he told lMaggie confidentially
thst it was bis infernal luck lcaving home this particular wintcr which
proruiseta tobc au open one, and when the prospects o! sport wore so
unusually cucouraging.

?Irs. l3rotrton was fortunate in onc respect. Amng ber mauy
troubles, want of nioney was flot included. The squire bad dicd a 'weuitby
man After providing for bis widow, the cstate, worth about five thousand
a yrar. was left to jack, and èacb o! bis daugbters on attaining ber nxajority
:nherited an annual incorne o! thrcc hundred pounds.

(To be Ooniinued.)
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