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SERMON FOR S'I'. JOSEPIL DAY,

Joseph, tho husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus.—St, Matt. 1: 16,

Ix theso fow words the holy Bvangelist mentions three names most
dear to Catholic piety, three names which the faithful ever bear in
their hearts with love, and invoke with confidence ; Jesus, our God,
our Creator, our Redeemer; Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother
full of grace, tonderness and merey ; Joseph, foster-father of Jesus,
spouse of Mary, our protector, und putron of the universal Church,
That we should have the Inghest confidence n and the greatest devo-
tion to these three blessed and lioly names, 1 have no needto tell you,
who never permit a single day to pass by without invoking them
many times, and are striving to honour them in all things. As we
celebrate the feust of St. Joseph to-day, and as the promise we give
him redounds to the honour of Mary and the glory of Jesus, I shall
try to answer the pious wishes of your hearts by choosing for your
consideration, and 1 hope edifieation, the devotion whichis to this
glorious patriarch St. Joseph, a devotion as beautiful in itself us it is
pleasing to God and advantageous to ourselves.

The first sentiment which the name of St. Joseph should awaken
in our hearts is one of profound veneration for him. God has
honoured him infinitely by making him the treasury of his power and
authority over Jesus and Marvy. < Take the Child and His Mother,”
(Mute. 21 138, 20). Tuke themand have in all things a eave for them,
as a father should have for his household, for his spouse and his
child. Thus was St. Joseph raised to the sublime dignity of Head of
the Holy Iamily, holding the place on carth of tho Iiternal Father
imheaven. Mary honours Inm as her husband and submits all her
actions to his judgment. Itis St. Joseph who receives the messages
from Heaven and makes them known to his holy spouse.  Jesus, un-
created wisdom humbly obeyshim whoholdsfor llim the place of Father,
Hewas subject to them,  (Luke 2: 51.? He works with St. Joseph aud
under his orders in the modest workshop at Nazareth., ‘Therefore, if
our Heavenly Father, if our Lord Jesus Christ, if the Blessed Virgin
Mary have rendered to St. Joseph the highest honours a man is
capable of receiving. is it not our duty to give to this snme great and
illustrious patriarch all the homage of respect and veneration, which
piety enlightened by frith and inflamed by charity can inspire in us ?
We are children of the Catholic Chureh, and see our Mother propaga-
ting on all sides and everywhere devotion to St. Joseph, erecting
churches and altars in his name, celebrating feasts in his honour, and
procluiming himn to the world as her gloricus patron and protector.
Shall not we unite in this umversal concert of Catholic souls to
honour the fosterfather of our Lord, and the spoase of our g~od and
tender Mother Mary? T'o honour St. Joseph is to unite our disposi-
tions with those of Jesus Christ, to share in the sentiments of His
Adorablo Heart towards Lim, whom he venerated and loved s a father
on earth. To declare onrselves servants of St. Joseph is to profess
ourselves true disciples of the Saviour. The Blessed Virgin has a
particular predelection for those souls who are fuithful in honouring
her holy spouse.  Yon would have been happy to have belonged to
the Holy 1%unmly as a hunble servant.  1f, then, you are tzuly devout
to this glorious saint, if you make it your duty to render him your
homage, yon will, indeed, merit to be vegarded as a member of the
great family of which St. Joseph is the faithful protector.

True devotion to St. Joseph requires that we invoke lm with con-
fidence. 1h1s eredit with God is great, and Ins intercession all-power-
ful, for he is & just man, and St. James tells us that the prayer af the
Just man availeth much. (Jas. 5: 16.) How many are the claims he
has to be graciously heard! What can onr Lord Jesus Christ retuse
him? During His sojourn on earth be served Ilimn as a father, he
provided for 1lis wants, he protected Him against the fury of His
encmies, he shaved all His sorrows and all the anxieties of Mary in
their flight into Egypt, on their return to Nazareth and in her search
for the Child in Jerusalem, Behold thy father awd 1 have sought thee
sorvowing. (Lauke 11: 8.y  The care, the vigilance, the tender solici-
tude, which St. Joseph always had for Jesus, he has preserved for
us, whom lie sces exposed on earth to ways of hell, the persesntion
of the world and the snares of our own passions.  From heaven he
beholds the danger which surround us in this vale of tears and place
of exile, he is the witness of our labours, our fatigues and miserics,
and his heart is touched with a tender and fatherly compassion for
us. While he is all-powerful with Jesus to obtain for us the succor
and graces necessary, we cannot doubt but that he is also disposed to
mtercede for those whom his beloved Jesus has redeemed at the price
of His BB)>od, and whom Mary, his holy spouse, has received as her
children at the foot of the cross. The Churceh, too, by a solemn
decree of the Uoly IFFather, bas acknowledged St. Joseph as her pro-
tector and patron. This should be for us & new motive of confidence,
urging us to mvoke him amid the thouasand necessities which assail
us m tlns hfe and in death. And whose death was like unto the
death of St. Joseph 2 When he nad fulfilled Ins days on earth, and
accomplished the work God had given him to do, consolation came to
him as he Iny on Ins death-bed, such as has been given to none other
of God's servants. There stood his holy spouse, the mother of his
God, there, too, stood Jesus, whom he watched over from infancy to

manbood, his Saviour and his God. What death could be happier
thar to die in the blessed arms of Jesus and Mary 2 With what con-
fidenco, therofore, can wo ask St. Joseph, patron of the agonizing, to
be propitious to us at that dread hour whichis to decide our eternity,
and obtain for us n happy death,

The bust way to procure for ourselves the protection and intercession
of St. Joseph, is to take him for our model and imitate hun in overy
virtue in which he has given us nu illustrions example.  Joseph, the
Gospel tells us, was just, that g to say, fuithful ju all his duties to
Gad, to his neighbour and to himself.  Let the witl of God be for us
the only rule of conduet, ns it was for St. Joseph m all the circum-
stances of his varied lite. It is not without reason that in these our
duys dovotion to this great putrnreh has obtamed an ever incrensing
extension, It is n remedy truly upplicable to our present socinl state,
which is being destroyed by insubordination, for it teaches the vights
of anthorvity and the duty of obedience. We should, liowever, love
our neighbour, us St. Joseph loved him, supporting him with patience,
assisting him with charity, and ever watehfu! lor his weltare.  We
sheuld also imitate St. Joseph in prayer, m work, and i the funthful
accomplishment of all the duties of our stations in life.  Tho Sacred
Text relates no miracle done by the august foster-father of Jesus. but
it does tell ws that he was humvle, o earpenter, n workmun who
carned his bread by the sweat of his brow.  His whole hife was passed
in solitude, recollection and prayer, in the company of Jesus and
Mary, where he fulfitled perfectly all the duties of his state.  This
is that we must imitate in i m order to merit his paternal protee-
tion and wonderful intercession with Jesus.  In our thoughts, words,
actions, m all onr conduct let 1s propoese to ourselves St, Joseph as
the model we are to follow. Lt us recommend ourselves to lnm with
confidence at all times. If weare faithful in onr devotion to St.
Joseph, he will ever be our support and succour in lile, and we shall
have the happiness of his protection when that hour shall come for
us to leave this world, and through his intercession he received into
the glory of heaven, where, with Jesus, Mary and Joseph, we hope to
reign forever. cmen. D.J.cC.

A VISIT TO CARDINAL GIBBONS.

Tur Cardinal's House stands back to back with the Cathedral and
fronts on Novth Charles Strect, the fuslonable thoroughfure of Balti-
more. 1t is a square-shaped, three story stintetmre of marble, innocert
of any attempt at architectural adornment. A low wall of biick,
surrounded by an hion fence, guards the house and the nurrow strip
of grass land that surrounds it. Ifour and twenty marble steps le.d
from the steps to the door, and a few half grown elm-trees shade tho
inclosure. o gain an andience with the Cardinal is not a difficult
task.

You climb the steps and ving the bell, the plated handle of which

is tarnished from over use. A fresh-fuced mnid from Kerry answers
the summons and in a delicious brogue asks your business. In her
hands is a silver tray, and on it you Jay yourcard. When this is done
she bids you enter.  You find yowrselfin a broad and gloomily-lighted
hall. At the further end is o stuivcase lending to the upper floovs;
on cither side, near the entrance, is a door. Both stand ajar and
through the crevice you gam a glimpse of goodly-sized and meuagerly
furnished rooms. The open door of the hall is innocent of carpet or
rugs. :
As the maid ascends the stair, and with her your card, you take a
look about you and a mental inventory of your surroundings. Two
straight backed oak chuirs--suggestive of discomfort—and an anti-
quated tal'le comprise the furniture.  Hung from the walls, in frames
of tarmshed gilt, are two paintings inoil. The one on the right
reveals the fuce of the Virgin Mary, evidently very old, for the colours
are sadly fuded.  Opposite the Fumiliar features of Pope Leo look
down upou you. In the dim religious light that steals through the
narrow transom atove the door the pictures look gray and positively
ghostlike.

Presently the patter of slippered feet sound on the stair, and a
moment luter a slender little wan in black is standing before you.
He takes you by the hand and in slow and measnred tones tells you
liow pleased he is at meeting you. Then Ire guides you out of the
shadow of the passage mto the sunlit oftice, and affords an opportunity
for closer inspection.

One’s first impressions of the Cardinal are apt to prove disappoint.
ing. eis undersized, than-featured and pale of face ; the fringe of
hair that peeps beneath the red skull capis iron gray as to colour and
thin in quanuty. 1le is dressed, as ho1s always dressed, in a suit of
sombre black. The only visible tokens of his priestly rvunk are a
cravat of crimson velvet and a cap of kindred tint. All in all, the
man, from a physical point of view, 1s small, fragile and wonderfully
unlike the Cardinal of your imagination. But as he intones the con-.
versational words of greetipg with suely kindly emphasis your dis.
appointment fudes as_the night shades fade before the light of dawn.
The Cardinal is a clever conversationalist. He can talk and talk
brightly, on almost any topic.—Washington Post.



