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or

AILTARY DISTRIOT X0, 9
Heap QUARTERS,
Hauimg, N, S,,
January 1st, 1874,

Str,—1I have the Lonor to inform you that
tho quota of Active Militia required to be
furnished from the district under my com-
maud, is 4,284, The total nominal strength
of tho foroe in the district, wero the respec
tive corps complote to their cetablised
strongth, as autltorized, would be 320 ofli.
cors, and 4,505 men.

The total actual strength of the force
who mustered at the anuual drill for 1873
14, was 244 officers, 3,350 men.

Corpsof tho established sttength 34 of offi
cors and 550 men, have not as yet trained.
If these muster at full slrength, there would
be 42 officers and 605 men wanting to com-

plete.

The Active Miltiain this district, con-
sist of the following corps, which atthe
time of the annual training turned out as

under :—
Officers. Men.
Halifax Light Batteey. . ..... . 5§ 10
1st Halifax B. G. A.......... 23 213
20d  ,,  , ceceesens .21 244
Lunenburg B.,, (not trained). © 0
Mahone Bay ,, (not trained) O N
igby ,, 4 (nottrained) O 0
. 63rd Rifles (Halifax)........ 20 275
66th Battalion Infantry..... 28 423
68th . +eeeee. 3T 498
69th " ceeee. o4 401
720d " ceee . 23302
No. 6 Company, 75th Batt.,.. 3  4i
78th Battalion (Highlanders) 20 304
Victoria Prov, Battalion..... 17 265
Cumberland Prov. Battalion. 13 192

The annual drill was performed in accord-
anco with General Orders (12 ) of 30th 3ay,
and (14,) of 23rd June,1873, as in documents,

(A.) (B.) herewith formarded. Anpual in#

spoction reports, and district target practice
returns aro also enclosed.

I bave the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

J. W. Laurie Lieut.-Colonel,

. D. A. G., Commanding,
Military Districs, No. 9.

(&)
TdE MALIFAX BRIGADE.
Consisting of :—
Halifax Light Dattery. ....Captain Grabam

1st Halifax B, G. A,,..... Lt. Col, Mitchell
Bad 0" reeeee Capt. McPherson
63rd. ,, Rifles....... ..Jit. Col. Pallister
66th , Infantry...... ,» Bremner

Peorformed their annual drill at brigade
head quarters, The whole brigade attended
two brigado field days, at one of which they
wero formed in division, with a brigade of
Her Majesty’s regular troops, under Lieut.-
General William O'Grady Haly, C, B-;
3nd the force turned out two additional

ays.

The wholo forco also attended ono even-
ing brigade dri}l, drling from 730 until
* “about 10 o'clock in the long summer even~

Tho Light Battery praoctisedat 1,500 yards
rango with their G-pounder Armstrongs,and
made such excollent practice that the targot
was sltogothor shot to picces.

ie

Tho lstand 2nd Hnli?thrigadea Garrison
Artillory porformod their annual shot and
shell practico with 32 pounder guns, : at
rangos from 1,400 to 1,700 yards, from one
of thé Halifax harbor batteries, kindly plac;
ed at my dsposal by the Licut, General Com:
manding the troops.

The Halifax City Brigade was inspeoted
by mo on the 10th Ootobor,1873. The work-
ing of the brigade is very satisfuctory ; both
oficers and men take an interest in their
work, and strive to attain efficienoy. The
manosuvring is very fair, and the uniforms
well put on, appointmentd, clean and tidy,
and the men present a soldierliko appear-
anco; and at the roview in honor of the
Governor General, earned high commenda-
tion from his Excellenoy, and also from the
Licut'-Genera} Commanding il ¢ troops.

Groat difficulty is experienced .in horsing
the Light Battery ; a very large smount i3
annually contributed by the mombers of
the battery to supplement the Government
allowance for horses, which cannot be ob-
tained for less than $1:00 per hour.

The G8th Battalion went into campe at
Kentville, As this was a regimental camp,
I know nothing of how the camp economy
was carried out, but in the fow simple batta.
lion movements performed, the men shewed
some knowledge of drill.

The 69th Battalion drill at company and
battalion head-quarters, but it rained heavi-
ly during the inspection, held at Paradise,
on Tth October, and I dismissed the men
after a close muster and one or Lvo simple
battalion movaments. In this batt. the belts
had been pipe clayed, and there were evid-
ences of a desire to be smart, both in drill
and soldierlike eppearance, Nos., 7, 8 and 9
compnnies of this corps were inspected at
company head quarters (Bear River), onthe
8th Oetober, 1873, by Lieut.-Col. Milsom,

.

The 72nd Battalion also drilled at com-
pany head quartérs. [ inspected the bat.
talion at Aylesford on the 6ith October, 1873,
‘The officers seem zealous and anxious to
work up the battalion, but much remains
to be done.

No. 6 compauny of 75th,performed training
at company head quarters,and were inspoct
ed by Lieut.-Col. Milsom, on the 14th Oct.
Col. Milsom reports favorable of their will~
ingness and desire to learn.

No. 2 c¢rmpany, 78th Highlanders,, was
inspeoted by Lieut. Col. Sawyer, B. M., on
the 13th November, 1873. Col. Sawyer re
ports them fairly drilled.

No. 4 company was inapected, by me on
the 30th Oclober. This company drilled very
creditably.

No. 5 company was inspected by me on
the 27th October, This company is smart
apd well drilled, and does its captain great
credit ‘.

No. 6, 7 and 8 Picteu companies were
inspected by me, on the 7th November,
The day was bitterly cold, and men were
undor great disadvantages ; men were fairly
turned out, and officers who are zealous bad
worked hard at the dvill.

Nos. 1, 2,3, and 4 companies, Victoria
Provisional Battalion, trained at ccmpany
head quarters, and the battalion was in
spected by Lieut.-Col. Read, B.M., at Bad*
deck, on the 15ib August, 1873; and No. §
company was inspeoted at Sydney, on the
22nd November, 1878, Col. Read reports

in&

_____ -

that tho ppgks wero filed il wiouy ale

-

men, and not with mero lads, as in camp
last your, and that there was a miarked im
provement in tho drill, &o.

The Cumberland Provisional Battalion,
also trainod at company head.quarters,
musterad at Amherst for my inspeotion.
‘The companies of this battalion have great:
-1y improved in appearance, belts being bet:
tor cleaned, uniforms wdors carefully put on,
#d gevorally showing greater oaro ia drill
end turn out.

Tho remaing companies, T5th Battalion,
a8 well as the Luuonburg and Aalicne Bay
"Garrison Batteries, have not as yet perform
ed training,

6]
GENERAL REMARKS.

I may say of all the purely rural gorps,
that the men are much more careless of their
appearanco than the city sud villagoe corps.
They have no patiern to form upon, no oune
to. 5uide or advise them in military matters,
and the presence of an_instructor, who has
hsd regular military trataing in the army, is
much required : all ranks are most willing
to be taught The officers are generaily in
earnest, and do their best, nd they mostly
have a fair knowledge of drill, &c ; but they
come to ‘ha-annual training atter & year's
absence, '+ y have no trained non-conns'
sioned oftic v3 to assist them, many of their
men ate recruits, and the utter impossibility
of doing everything themselves becomes at
last soapparent,that they becomediscourag'
ed, and find their best and only lan isto
gloss over as much as posaible, and ¢ get
‘through” the training. If the trainii.g isstill
to be confined to one term of 8 or 16 days
annually, and entirely given up for the
year, officers, non‘commissioned officers,and
recruits should havesome m eliminary drill,
otherwisa the full advantage of the trainiog
to ihe rest of the corps,.cannot be obtained,
Ifit.be the intention of the authorities to
daal with the volunteer militia as if they are
regular soldiers, or on the same footing as
tho Eoglish militia, to bo called away from
home and avocalion,and give up everything
elso whilst at training, the Government

must then be prepared .to enter the labour
market, and pay the proper price for what
it wauts ; but if the aim is,ns [ take it to be
to get a body of men who have astake inthe
country, and who can be found when wanted
at any time throughout the year, and who
paceive a; small ‘money payment more 4

cover actual outlay than to pay for lost

time, more consideratien must be givenss

to how this class can best acquira the great’

est amount of. training with the least sacri’

fico of tima,, Allowance must be made for

the varying circumstances of different locsl’,
ities, and actual efficiency, to be shownat

semi‘anpual inspections, should be the test
‘rather tban the compulsory sacrifice ofs

certain number of days in camp.

UNIFORM.

Iwill again call attention to the un'
suitability for any purposo either of sp'
pearance or comfort, of the foragoe c-g
still issued, and urgo that a smarter an
u:iore comfortable head-dréss be substitu¥
ed.

‘ J. Wnwunry Lavnie,
Lieut.-Colonel,
D. A. G., Mil. Dis. No. %

Tho Acting Adjt. Genera’,
Ottawa.
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