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Curalry ~Deotachment_of Sth'.\igogin'wm

of cavalfy— ié}"ﬁ‘““‘,‘%‘l[“"ﬁ P
Rigld Artillgry+ 1 six poangder fielll: bat
tox{;f-meut."Doxihell." PR ST

Iufantry.—~067thBatialion, “Cirloton Light
Infantry” —Lieutenant olanel Uptop\,
“lst Battalion, ** Lieut. Golond! Marsh, ' -

Fumerically.smull-ashis~brigade- neces-.
sarily was, all the routine of thesoldier's
duty-was cartied on jnaccordanca with the
full and clear instructions conveyed in tho
General Urders witl: the best results.

Lhosite selcelea for the camp way all
that could be desired—about a mile from
Woodstock,—~on—as=tabla. Jand called .ithe.
* Pleasura Grounds,” beautifully situated
n a commanding position, high above the
level of the St. John Rlver, which passes
through the-midat-of that fine agricultural
county (Carleton) and within an easy march
of an oxcellent rifie.range, on the banks of
the Medocnuakeag River. Woodstock being
tho head ghiarters of the 71st Battalion, that
corps being thefirst-oft: the grohd, and did
for others that which had been done for it
ap previous camps,, viz,, pitchod tents and
mails preparations for the arriyal of distant
cLaps

The ‘* L'leasuro Ground'* Association gua-
ranteed a pleu.iful supply of pure spring
water for the troops; aund this acreement
was faithfully carmed.out,aod.at will be re-
membered that the season was unusually
dry and the heatoppressive.

Une could not help abserving, not only at
this camp, but subseguently at battalion
camps, how speedily and systematically*‘our
people” seitled down ta ** camp lite'! and
to ** camp fare.”” Work is done cheerfully
and zealously, not as mere wwork, but as duty
combined with pleasure. This may in a
great measure be attributed (1) to the im-
proved scale of rations, the increased allow-
ance of tea, and the issuo of cheese and bar-
ley—there were no compluints as to quin-
tity and quality of rations at any camp in my
district—and (2) to better cooking than
hieretofore.

It soon became known from experience—
Letter Jinown too, than can be lesrned from
any cod¢ of ** regulations”—that the regu-
larity of tho mien’s messisg is of primary
importance, and calls for unremitting atten-
tion of officers commanding corps as well as
company officers,

In each compauy the man best fitted for
the post i> appointed cook, the men’s meals
are thereby properly provided, and tbe
full benefit of tha means affurded for vory-
ing the diet issecured,

I cannptdp better than guote from the
report of the medical officer of the first day
m camp—Surgeop Gregory, Tlst basialion
** Tho cooks seemed-to be well up in their
duties, and grea} sntisfaction was expressed
by the men, both as to quantity and quality
ofrations.”” e ndds:—¢ Isgives mo great

. Pleasuro v {estily 19 the general féeling, of
contentment amopg Lthe' men, oWing iy &

great measurp {0 the itpprovemeant -ofrations

and to the cookery. The latter is mare:
worthy of remark, as it heing tha first day

of camp, the cpoks canid scarcoly beexpost-

:¢d 20 ho a9 efliciont as they will becomeraf~
ter 9, litilo-practica, . L

A cantgen for the supply of such extra
grrovisons or arhioles 2 mught bo zequired.
i5as catabhished ; buy po spinituous higuom I

woro allowed

fn camp, in-_acordance with

instruotions,

There being many reoruits in the ranks
it was deomed advisable tn dovote n fow
days to company and battalion drill before

commencing brigado drill and field mpn:
Julyy'iki chm}ilianéd wigl
§ n?%nngb in’ cbl
rom at
tack fram sn jmaginaty enemy,

lating-vountry, the-advanced-guard-became
n line of skirmishers, and- it-was reinforced,
and the reservé doployeu, all taking advan.

tage of thenature of tho ground to ohtain
cover. 'The delachment of cavalry sent for-
ward to reconnoitre, brought intelligence of
the whereabouts of the enemy, and fire was
sopn opened by our skirmishers, hitherto,
concealed, and a rapid advance was made
by the rererve 10 gain the crest of a neigh

boring hill commanding the position of the
enemy, Thiseflected, suchan accurate fire
was opened by the brigade that tho enemy
was compelled to retreat, but not without
an atttempt to turn our flank. However a
corresponding change of front on our part
secured our holding the strong position of
the enemy, and completed the routs of the
enemy.

It was subsequently ascertained that e
had confronted butn portion of the enemy’s
force,twwhile the rest was advancing upon the
north side of Woodsiock, hitherto unpro-
tected. The cavalry therefore, was at once
gent io that direction for intelligence, and
the brigade followed as quickly as pos.
sible.

A somewhat similar advance was made
against the enemy's position on the north
side as that adverted to on the twest, and
suffice 1t to state, theattack on Woodstock
was successfully defeated.

Subsequently, on the 11th July, during
my absence at Apohaqui, at the inspection
of the §th Regiment ot Cavalry, tho Actin
Brigadier, Licut,Colonel Inches, exercise
the troops at brigadedrill and field manoe-
uvres ir the country slready desoribed.

Opnanother occasion—-on the 14th July—
Laving sent. out two companies on outpost
duty on the heights -ommanding tbe camp,
and these baving reported indications of an
enemy advancing from the frontier, in the
drrection of McKenzie's Corners,the brigade
was quickly under arms ; skirmishers with
their supports thrown out, and djrected to
act in concert with the outposts. The re-
serve followed, all advancing rapidly but
steadily to gain the heights; and this of-
fected, a still further advance was made in
order, by sudden rushes over every open
space, to check the progress of the enemy
at xl\s ecarly o stage ot their advanca as pos.
sible.

The ground bere was rough and broken
but soon becamo interspersed with green.
wood troops, and subsequently it was thick
ly wooded, and some difficulty was at first
experienced in keeping tho necessary com-
munpication by connecting hnks between
+skirmsbing'’ ‘- supports’ and “ reserye”
—in fact tho difficulty, not easily overcome
with older soldiers, ol keeping one’s men
well i hand 1n o wood. owever, on the
slarmishers opening tire, all speedily regain.
ed-their places, und the advance was steady

uvyess.bpt a8 gaon.ng:possible (on tha Fth
T oo yltnnca with 444 f, %qbr%{qu
was marched fro n’ chlur 'p)‘r te
with a view to defend Woodstock
, gvagcing
from {oultoh; byl the Meglgi;nuuij ag River,
routo, Op féneliing ko gpen, hilly, Gbdu !

aboritivo effort, and the troops returned to
caimp.

Severas) other interesting and insiructive
‘t fleld days ' was exeocuted, in all which
the forco was taught valuable lessons m
taking every advantage which Rl Tastures

f th égzund affordegh, in -subblying] the
})vowa go of drill td. t'fle anoquyres

nd in firing cooly and with 6dristt air i

I mny ndd the officers commanding corps
were-desirqus Ahat- the suggestion contnined
lrh}f__y;-lnst digdt Should bo carried out at
this-dntmp, Wi - fofming two divisions, one
"81d6 1o act BHUE ~Biferisivy,~tlis other on
-the defengive—troops moving off from camp
forn march bf two or three diys— corps to
bivouac. ilowever, thero were 50 maoy ro-
cruits in tho ranks it was not advisablo to
adopt this plan at this camp; but Icon.
sider it may be cartied out with advantage
‘at future-camps.

On Saturday afternoon, bathing parade
was held —the march 10 and from the river
being in itself a usefull drill~and the bath
-was fully appreciated by all the ranks,

On Sundsys, the troops.assembled on the
grounds in front of the camp for Divine ser-
vice. On the 8th of July, the Rev ' Neals
officiated ; and on the 14th, no clérgyman
bemg avajlable, the Deputy Adjutant Gene:
ral read the service, assisted by Major Ray
mond, 67th Batlalion.

While in my Brigade Orders, st tho break.
ing up of this comp (heretlo appended), 1
took occasion to express my satisfaction
with the mnner in which al} duties had been
petiormed, I consider this Refjorc would by
no mesn3 bo completo were I to omit inen
tioning the special servicés of the detach.
meént of cavalry, under command of Lieut.
Fowler. .

Despite the great distanco of the camp
from that at Apohagqui, at which the 8th Re
giment of Cavalry was then perfomirg its
annual drill, Lieut-Colonel Saunders, over
roady to carry out that which has for its ob
Jject the good of the service, cheerfully sent
this detachment to Woodslock with the
view to the three arms bemg répresented
and while this fine regimant won high en
cominms for ease witlr which Just year n
performed lenghtened marches andits gens
ral efiiciency, referred t0 by the Adju.ant
General snd other experienced officers at
both sides of thé Atlantic, 1 nm proud tu
state that tho detachinent wére no unwor
thy representatives of the co ps.

The practical way in which evely mew
ber of the detachment discharged the im-
portant duties required of them, shows that
<Canadians can speedily pick up a knowledye
of military. duty that requires months of
careful training in other countries.

The better to carry out the Adjutant te
neral’s instructions, the camp; bemng s a
frontier couniry, and censidered ss-if 1n the
vicipity of an epemy, I directed the officer
commanding the detachment to patral on
the roads leading to the frontier, tn direc
tion of Houlton,and to gain information,and
report on the following subjects:

(1) As to villnges —how situated—the
population , (2.) Roads—their géneral swidt.
—irdm where to'wwhérd and the distances
(3.) Rivers—their generab diréction, width,
depth; L., (4.) Farm houses —if well sup
plicd with forage and proyisiovs; and Le
was obliged to convey 1o hLis report some

and the fire of the skirmishers effeccdve, the
epemy retiring disputicg every inch of |
ground. !
*So cifectivo was the work of ‘our people,”
that an at{empted (hange of flank on,
the, gpack "ol the enemy proved en,

ideus respecting Lhe couantry. R
As 10 géneral rules can be laid Covn ast-
the mode of condacting these patrols, this

. was lelt 10 tho discrétioh and intelligense o

thoe officer inn command.
Lioutsnant Fomler was rovuiied ton™.



