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AN OLD WOMAN'S REVERIE.

When slowly In tho crimson wost
Tho ovening shadows gontly 1:ull.

And twilight hour—tho one lov'd best—
Comes stonling softly o'cr us all,

I love in casy chalr tosit
And muse whon quletly I knit,

1 dream of years when I was youny,
And tovers hiinted I was ir,
And of mny oyes in rapturoe sunyg,
Or praised my silky nut-brown hatr,
*Twas long ago—yet hero 1 sit
Before the fire, and calmly knit,

Alng ! those locks are scant and gray,
Tho eyea have Jost thelr witching Nght

Tho lips that pralsed have passed anway,
And over all has fullen the biight

0Of time~nnd here atonoe 1sit
Bofore tho fire, and sadly knit

I think of those who've gone bofore—
Tho dear ones I go fond!y loved—
And ylelding to the mnagic power
or r{wmorlcs nlll ‘t’oodt;(;{»ly moved,
1 soflly weep, as I hero
Beroro tho firo todream and knit,

And soon I tooshall pass away,

And ong who now is young and fair,
Willofton sit at closo of day,

As twilight shadows gathers near,
And tell how mother used to 51t

In tho old easy chalr and kalt.

Wi have have {o acknowledge Lhe receipt
of the Daily Standard, dated at Vitoria,
Vancouver's 1sland May 3rd,from our talent-
ed and gallant friend, Lieut. Colonel Wain.
wright Griffiths, whose admirable leiter will
bo found below.

A few intelligent Canadians like the gal-
Jant Colonel would be & very desirabloaddi-
tion {o the population on the Pacific Slope,
as they would disseminate a propsr kno-
lodge of tusis country, its resources, products
and physical and political development.

The Standard is a respectably sized daily
with a fuic sprinkling of general anl local
news :

NATIONAL DIFFICULTIES

Vicronia, 1st May, 1872,

Epizor Staxoand.~—It is not without soma
difidence that within a week of my arrival
in this fino Province of the Dominioa. I ven-
ture to obtrude a few remarks, bearing on
tho future of our common nationality—Ca.
nada. I have been principally instigated to
do so by theinterestwith which 1 read the
oditorial articles in recent issues of the
STANDARD. One, on the subject of tho ** In-
dependence of Canada,” brings us face to
face with tho situation to which it is futile
to persist in so_imbecilo blindness. Tt is
impossiblo to misinterpret tho resultof the
tendency of parliamentary opinion in Eng
iand, As s justly observed in your able ar
ticle, if colonies moan expense the natianal
policy will becomo anti-colonial. A strong
conservativoGovernrent might retard the
progress of this tondency, but it is to bo
doubted if, in tho present temper of tho na
tion, thero bo any chance of sucha change.
That England is pursuing a iine of policy
which will eventuate to her in dishonor and
contempt, and that when she has succeeded
in depuding heraclf of ber colonies, sho will
sink to tho%ovcl of a third class power, 1
make no moro doubt than Ido of a future
stato. But tho end is not yot—It is mnlike-
1y that troable will arise outof the Alabama
claims ; and that matter once settled, it 1s
difficult to imagine any other probable cause
of dispute botween England and the States.
Canada providing for herself a  military
forco adequate to any possible require-
ment short of war with the States, will cost

the mother country nothing, and aslong as ‘by cnergotio and popular men? I myself
that is the caso there will be no anxiety ot ' saw instances in San Franeisco during o brief
home to haston theseparation. On ourside {stay of threo or four days, where infinite
tho conneotion is clur. 3 to with aloyal affec. ! good might have been done by an neeredit-
tion wnich will certainly avoid precipitating |ed agent of the Government of this Pro
of matters- It is thorefore a gratuitous | vince, und I also met o gentleman, a former
search for troubile to begthe question of {u- ~member of the British Logislature, who was
dopendence before any necessity whatever | procisely tho man for tho worlk, Any sum
arises for its consi:leration. It is quite pos- |expended in the payment of good ngenls
sible that it may be many years before any !would return its value a thousand fold to a
such necessity does avise. The longer tho 'young colony in very few yoars.

interval, the better for the Dominion, aud if ' Butit is absurd to Ssuppose that the neigh
that interval bo well employe1 I am inclined | boring republic, will cease to secure the
to think that Canada need entertain no fears | licn's share, whiledven in our own Crnadian
as to our future independence, tho growth ' railroad stations the advantages of scttle
of & patriotic pride, and of a beliel thiut tho | mentin the Uniled States” are flaunted in
broad domain of Canada, extending from 'tho eyes of tho immigrants from a dozen

ocean toocean, contains territory and re-
sources (o mako a great nation, has beon
for the last five years at least rapid and
vigorous. The people of Ontario and tho
moro eastern provinces, living in close ob
servation of the institutions, customs and
manners of the States, find no attraction in
republican institutions, but on the contrary
are strongly repelied from them in favor of
our own, so superior, constitution, which
they perceive to afford the fullest extent of
republican liborty without the corruption
and periodical turmoil attending the work:-
ing of that of the United States,

The central portion of Manitoba in pro-
cess of rapid settlement by Ontario imen,
cannot fal to be strongly imbued with the
samo sentiments, and even were wo shunt
ed into indepondence {o-morrow it is ques-
tionable if the States goverament would
consider it advantageous to attempt tho co.
arcion of an unwilling people. 1tis com
mon certainly, to imagme that the United
States are ralers more by popular sentiment
than by the actual geverning power; but
wero that as much the case as is popularly
supposed, it is probable that Mexico, a state
far weaker than Canada ought to bo in five
years timo (or indeed i3 now) would ‘ere
this have been annexad. Thero 13 also an
opinion gaining ground amongst thinking
Americans. tho oxistence of Canada along
the northern border of tho States, would
keep their territory compact. aud would beo
advantageousin many ways, but the amount
of respect which Canada independent would
command, will auch depend on the proper
use of the interval which may clapse beloro
her independenco becomes a fait al:com))li.
1t depends largely upon population, The
hopeful, sauguino, progressive and patriotic
Canadian of to.day, bears bitterly impressed
upon lus memory poor ¢ Maud Muller's*?
aching thought **what might have been '
What might havo been as to lerritory if
British diplomatists had been less easily
mesmerized into a fool's paradise by astute
American statesmen! What might have
been if both tho Imperial and Colomial
Governments had done a tithe of their duty
as to lmmigration during tho Iast thirty-
years?  Ho knows that had our rulers in
times past been half as energetic in pro-
claiming the advantages of Canada, as thoso
of the United States have beenin publishing
thosa of their country, we might at this day
have been & pation of ten million instead of
ono of four. But itis notyet too late. Tho
previous governments of the provinces are
arouscd to the importance of receiving our
fair sharo of tho immigration, and thisis ons

placards flaming in all ths colors of tho rain.
bow, while some despicable pieco of whitey
brown paper. stuck in an obscure corner,
merely sets forth, in rusty ink and bad typo
the doubtful capabilities of the *‘3fuskoka
District,”” or some equally hyperborean asy
lumn,

But, as 1 said before, it is not too lale,
We are awakening to all this, and the next
five years ought to sce our population in
creagsed by balf its present amount. Imm
gration. therefore, and the speedy construc
sion ol the Canadian Pacific Railway are the
two things that will make us a nation, and
on neither point do we now find reason to
despond. At this critical hour of our nas.
cent history let us thank providence that
woare ruled by statesmen. There can be
no fear that the minds which conceived the
birth of a new nation by the grand measure
of Confederation, will bo blind to the vital
noed of the iron cord which is required to
bind together the extroraes of the territory.
Without the railroad, Confederation swould
not bo worlh the paper which the terms are
writlen on, with it a great nation is consoli-
dated. Itisa matter of surprise, that peo-
ple bave been found timid and shortsighted
enough to doubt the determination of the
government 1m the matter. ‘Those
who do so secarcely appreciate the as
tuteness of Sir John and his other col
leagues, or the British {eeling, tho high cour-
age and the portinacity of Sir George. De-
pend upon it, the men who have created a2
mighty state and nearly solved the problem
of un asmed nation as against a large stand-
ing force aro not the men to stultify their
own work, by neglecling the corner stons of
the edifico.

Tho encouragement to those ¢ of little
faith” which y our columns of a day or two
ago administer in this case is therefore very
satisfactory.And let us further recall to mind
other cucouraging circamstances. It is
somathing to havo beforo us the examples
of the Union and Central Pacific Railroads
of the United Statos themselves not built
without strong opposition,and much sceplic
ism. It is something to know that our own
line will be bLothshorter and easier of grads
And it seems absolutely providential that
recent troubles should have raised Fort
Garry, n natural half way house, inlo weslth
and imporlance.

Upposition is, of course, to bo expectod,
but it is perhaps fortunate that tho presest
opposition in the Dominion House of Cozr
mons isknown to befactiors. 1tis patest
to all thinkiog Cansdiaus w.aai, kaving 0
party cry, but the (at present) meaning lest

of the cardinal pointswhich the carnest Ca 1one of ** reform,” the Grits,a namo suitabi
nadian should continually bear in mind, and | in vulgarity and ugliness to tho tactics o

unceasingly advocate. How many English !

imnugrants might be brought under tho ol
flag, oven from under tho very stars and
stripes, out of the very jaws of Uncle Ssm, if

our provincss were ably ropresented thero !

the party it designates—if they cculd .
ceed in onsting tho present Dominio
Government, would be only too glad to par
sue tho policy inaugurated by their prede
cessors.  Ample cvidenceof this may b



