
f
flot. They have read tliat Book which says : Il e
were not rcdeemcd %vilî corruptible things as silver and
gold, but wvith the precious blood of Christ."

Now, 1 judge that a book wvhichi raiscs the price of
burnanity in that way is wvorth kceping for the good it
has donte. IlPragress " bas flot raised the vait'e of
humanity. They have lind cigliteen hundrcd years ta
progrcss in, and, from Rome, at ninety dollars, have
corne down in Fiji to sevcn dollars. What bas cbangcd
things in Fiji was not Ilprogrcss" it wvas salvation.
It was flot irnprovenicnt, it wvas regeneration. ft wvas
nat the graduai changing of apes into infidels, but it
was the sudden chinnging of sinners into saints. There
are men to-day preachingý the Gospel of Christ, wvbo,
fifty years ago, sat nt cannibal feasts. They hlave been
cbanged, and ail the "lprogress " of ten xnilltm ages
wvould flot wvork sucli a change as that. It is donw. by
the Gospel, wvhicli is "lthe power of God unto salvation
to every one that bel ievtà."-F-roiii a Lecture o 1 "Tte
11Vortd 11Vit/tout t/te Bible."

FATHER.
"Abba " is a Syriac forin of the 1-ebrew word

"'father." [t is really Aramaic. Then vie have given
to us the Greek equivalent, wbich is rendered "1 Father."I
This word IlAbba " deserves very careful study. No
slave, tbaugh bora in the bouse, wvas allowed to use it
toward bis master. Ail be could cati bis father wvas
'lAdon," "lLord." To use the wvord "lAbba," the little
one must bena child-alegitimatecild. It¶vas achaice
word, reserved only for their lips. It is a remarkable
tbing that ail the way through the C Testament you
neyer find the saints of God addressing Jehovah as
"Father." And this is in spite of the fact that I-e
represented Himsplf to tbein as tbeir Father. He called
lsrael His 'f irst-born." I-e encouraged theni, more-
over, to catl lm "Fatlier." Through the lips of
Jeremiab He said : <'Witt tbou flot from this time cry
unto Mfe, My Facher ?" But tbougb God allowed them
ta cali Hilm Father, and encouraged tbem, ive have no
record that the Old Testament saints ever employed tbe
word. It wvas flot until the caming of the Lord jesus
that this filial spirit was known. You may read ail the
way tbrougb tbe Psalms, marvelous as tbey are for their
deep devotion. High though David soared, be neyer
toucbed tbe word IlFather." He got nearest to it in
Psalm ciii., wvben He said: "lLike as a fatber pitieth
bis cbildren, sa the Lord pitieth tbemn that fear Hlm."
But hie only declares tîse tact, he nevet' addresses God as
"Frather." And ail the wvay tbraugh the Old Testa-
ment, altbough you bave the word over and aver again,
and the fact deciared, yau neyer find any Hebrew look-
ing up ta Gad and saying"' Father."

HOW WESLEY SPOILED HIS SERMON.
There is a capital story about a farmer wbo once

wvent ta bear John Wesley preach: Ne was a man wbo
cared little about religion ; yet, on the aiber band, be
ivas not what ive cal) a bad man. His attention %vas
soon ex'ited and riveted. The preacher said lie wvould
take up tbrce topics of tbought ; he wvas ýalking chiefly
about money.

His first liead wvas, IlGet aIl you can." The farmer
nudged bis neighbor, and said, IlThis is a strange
preaching. 1 never beard the like before ; this is very
gaad. That man bas gat sometbing in bim ; it is
admirable preaching."'

IVesley discoursed on industr), activity, living ta a
purpose, and reacbed bis second division, IlTake ail
yau can." The (armer becarne quite excited. "lWas
there eaver anything like this?"- he said.

The preacher denaunced tbriftlossness and waste,
lie satirized tbe .vzllful wickedness wbich revellcd in
luxury, and tbe farmer rubbed bis bands as be thaugbt,
"lAil this ha ;e I been taught fram my youth up." And
what with getting and hoarding, it seemed ta bim that
"salvatian" IIad came ta bis house.

But Wesley advanced ta bis third head, whicb was,
Give ail yon car." Il 0 dear 1 0 dear 1 " said the

farmer, Illie bas goule and spouled îît ail."
There are many people to-day who are standing

exactly where that poar farmer stood. They assent ta
religion until it begins ta pull at their purse-strings,
and then they bave no mare use for it.

T/HE BIBLE CLASS.
PAUL'S SUOOESS IN EPHESUS.
(itr Tiitie 61h.-.-Ic t s xî'lli. .23-xix, 41.')

DyT t,11iI.11i A. SOnlrP..L, Dt.P'

Tho hoarty %Ydcomno given by the wcaltthy and itflîtestial jowa
o~f Epitosîts to Paul, "l tio wandoratg Rbi'dro% frein liii tho
promise of a apotdy returu. Ilaving lucide Itis fourtit vimit te
Jorusaait, mnd reportod te tite ciaureh In Antiaohl in Syrin, whoe
lie scns ta htave beon detalned soute tirno, ho sot out on tho third
inissioniary journey. 1>asring again throughi Tartina anti the Cilicia
gates in the Tauruis range ho malle a tiaird, anti apparently finial,
visit to t cl,îrchcm in t Galatian cition. Thto lutter whlch ied
precedIcd hini tourne to have beon tiîoroughly effective [nt demtroying
the influce af the Jwlaizira, anti ini rostoring theso cisuroitos te
thIîir loyalty to Ilatil and ta t G ospol lt p~reacheul by hit,,. Frosi,
Pisidian Antiocit ho journoyod west.wardl by tho greet tradoi route,
passing throughi tho citien of Colosse and Laodicru, sites of future
ohurches; but hoe aid not t4îrry therc, ne lie was anxiaus te recl
Epliosue, thio notropails ofAsiai Minor. ha imneuso popuilation, ita
cai4y commtunications lu ail directions by sca or land, ite wcalth and
commeorce, ite constant influx of etrangere train e"ory part of tho
empire, and its praattiîteatco in th.t warshijt of i)iana, malle it ona of
te most importaut centres for ti e propa.gation of tho Cospel. Iuta

the surrounding citiez and townsa.o couid cither cra laima If, or, as
sceins ta have been tho case nt Colosse, seni his dîgcipIls tu carry
an cvanolistlc work and tounta c"lu-ches. Thu cL.urclies addrcssed
by John in tho boek af Revelation sent to have origiaatod in tii
kind of work clone et thia timo.

1'AUL'5 'WOiK IN THE SYý<AnOt'UR.

As souai as Paul orrivedl in Epitesus lho ftli ln with a number of
disciples ef John the Baptist. Thepo mna seem ta have bft Pl'aes-
Uine befora ta close of John's Ltinistry, aîtd ta have bouen
unacquaînted wîth hi. later testinîony ta Jetts. Recalving gladly
te turthar lîght which Paul imparteil they waro baptizeci into the
nameoa!Jesus. Availiog himaceiof the favorable reception accarded
hlm by the Jowitih residente Paul now began hie ivoik among thom,
and for tho sjaceofa tlareo menthe endeavoruil hy persuasion atial
dobato to win themn tona recognition aoJf s stoMesat Deeply
auxiaus monthes thoy must have boe ta him as ho witaessed tho
increaing hostility ai lhis countrymen nat on]>' te tilt. 'ruth which
ho proclaimed, but toward himsît as the Apostle of tho crucified
Nazarano. It in possible tîtat huro hoe endured oneofa taoso livo
beatinge rocoived of the Jews, (2 Cor. xi. 21.) WVhon fortiter work
among thein becamo impossible, and when their hatrcd and jealousy
thtrentcned to put a bernier bctween himso-l and te Genuties aita,
Paul was forced ta withdraw troint the synagogue, aud contiue laie
wotk almoat exclusively to tho heathen who, notwithstanîliîg thecir
superstition and moral corruption, formcd a far more accessible dla.

rAVL'il WOILK AitON( TUE. GENTILES.

E'phemus wus a centre net only for tho worahip ai Diana but for
every kind af raligiaus jugglery and fraud. Tho arts ai magie
llourisited here a aimost aowhero ciac. Possibly ma an antidlote to
these taise miracleu wreught on avery aide for pecuniar>' gaie, it
pleaaed ta Lord ta work thraugh P'aul a mtultitudof roai miracles.
Not ouI>' wus the wark af tho Apostla etticacious un healiag ta
sick,' but th-o peoleoaven attributod miraculous ponwer to aprons
and handkerchiets that haed camte ;y ýo contact wil:t!.r In orait of
Paul, otud te sucit notions tho La. 1 candescendcd, howovar littIe
tita> rnight in themacîlvea ho approvad. Hue alta ovil spirit» ivera
exorcased in sntcb mnanner that Patul's fame wais grcatiy increawed.
Tho disauter that avertaoic certain Jewish impostue whe undertaok
ta conjure with tho naines af Jeans and ai Paul produced a Startling
impression and momtntous cansequencas. For iLled tatho expamuro
et heathen practices that had still been retained ameng man>' cf
thoso who had embrace ' Chriâtlanity. There Iollowcd a general
revulsien agatnst magical incantationil, and againat ail the instru-
menta and boaks by witich theso delusions ivaro taatered. Teo
convcrts gava thte besat passible ovidenca of their cager desire ta
purge themaelves et aIl conneetion witb titis evil hy ailking a publia
bontire af books rclatîog ta magic, augrogatiag il% value about ton
thousand dallera.

la titis way te wark went on achîoviug splendid muecceases, but
at the slanc uie encouniteriag ierce apposition. '%7ietiicr Paul's
expression about tlghting with boauts ait Epheusa ho taicen in a
literai or figurative sente, it points ta grcat pontas and sufferinga
endulàred iiluhle lia min istercd in tiis place. Itwasonlyasitorttime
alter hie departuro (romn Fpiemus tai, ho cnumnerated those extra-
ordinary hardaap3 endtircd by him for the saka of tho tiospel
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