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IT is not saying too much to affirin, thatthe posibilities

of congregational life and activity are not compre:
hended by the majority ot Christian congregations.
We might even be bold enough to say that very few
have the least conception of the reason of their urgan-
ized existance.

They may take in the facts that are patent to every-
body, such as, the public worship of God, the admin-
istration of ordinances, the mutual help and fellowship
of the professing people, but beyond these their minds
do not usually move. These are important parts of a
congregation’s activity but they are not all of it. It
stretches far beyond these. It goes out, or rather,
ought to go out into regions, where itspresence will be
as the river of Ezekiel flowing from the threshold of the
Temple of God bearing blessing in its bosom ; hopefor
despairing hearts, light for minds in darkness, cheer
for disconsolate souls, peace for troubled consciences,
and salvation for the lost, so that ‘‘everything shall
live whither the river cometh.” QOur Lord's iepresen-
taticn of the Church under a variety of figures intimates
this, nct only with great clearness, butalso with strong
emphasis, * Ye are the light of the world. Let
your light so shine before men that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father who is in
heaven.” How much is the light hidden? or how lov
do we keep it burning? So low that it is neither a
blessing to ourselves rior to any one else. It should
e strong enough, brilliant enough to shine ou¢, but it
hardly shines s, it hardly assures the soul, which is
its upholding candlestick, that it has any illuminating
power. How can men be the light of the world,
who are hardly lightened themselves? How can men
impress the advantages of a Christian life upon their
godless fellows when they scarcely feel its blessedness
themselves? And how is the world to be saved if the
professed followers of Christ recognize no selfsacrifice
for the good of others in his example?

The Church of God is by the very nature of it an
evangelistic force. Being saved itself, it is to seek to
save others. It is to make the life thatis in it felt, it
is to impart its light and peace and joy and blessedness
to others. Itis to letits light so shine that men may
see it. A congregation that holds its own merely,
will soon lose its own. Advances must be made upon
the ungodly elemeni in the place where it is planted.
The saved ones should look upon the unsaved around
them as the field God has given them to recover from
worthlessness and waste. They should move in and
Ppossess it. God plants a body of his people in a city
ar t~wn or country region, and they may meet statedly
for worship, and think that when they open their church
doors, and have the gospel preached, and lift up their
voices in praise and prayer, that they are doing all they
should for that community. Or they may castadimeinto
the collertion plate to assist in keeping up a mission
Sunday school or a mission preaching service among
the godless, and with that their interest in them and
their care for them, ends.

Is that all that is expected of a body of Christians ?
No! In acting so, they are evading their duty, they
are losing a great privilege, and they are injuring
themselves. Instead of proclaiming themselves Chris-
tians, they are proclaiming themsclves baptized world-
lings. They are discovering themselves to the world
as having a name to live, while they are dead.

A Chrictian congregation is to bea fount of blessing
to its entire community. It is to.act upon it with the
silent but powerful efficiency of the light. 1t is to reach
everybody in it, not in any methodized missionary effort,
but in the easy, unobtrusive, effective manner of kindly
Christlike ncighbourliness. At the first blush this
secems to be a startling position to take. And the ques-
tion rises; How can this be accomplished? Is it
feesible? Can it be carried into cffective operation?
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It certainly can in certain conditions, and these are
such as the congregation of faithful men and women
should at all times be in. Conditions, quick with
spiritual life. Conditions in which self decreases and
Christ increases, Conditions ot holy, e, loving and
ready obedience to the Lord. Conditions of self-sacrifice
for the good ot others. Conditions that throb and
thrill with the spirit of Christ Jesus,

Ah ! but we are so dead, we can hardly crawl our-
selves far less help others. We can not keep.the peace
vurselves far less communicate to others. The graces
in us are spent, even before our own wants are met far
less giving to others of our oil. We ouselves need
quickening. We need a fresh discovery of duty, and a
thrusting forth into the harvest of souls. And how can
we get this ? That briugs us to the crucial point in
congregational life; the realizing of our individual
obligation to save the lost. How can that be done?
There may be different methods. Here is one: The
holding of special meetings for united prayer and me”'-
tation on those truths that deal particularly with this
duty. Let the minister and the elders lead night after
night in dealing with the topics that have been chosen,
Have some choice pieces sung as solos or duets or
quartettes. Do not be afraid to have this attractive
influence to play. Never suffer the service to be pro-
longed beyond the hour. Give as much liberty as pos-
sible to those present to bear testimony to God's dealing
with them. If any say, but what if all our elders can-
not lead, some have never doneit. Then put one who
has no experience with one who has some, and give him
the lighter part, such as the announcing of hymns, the
reading of the Scriptures, while the other takes the short
address. Let the congregation meet this way to call
down on itself fire from heaven, to burn up its dross,
and to refine its gold, and make it a hiving witness for
the Lord. Have no outside help of any kind to take
away the minds of the people from God.

A congregation with its pastor is fully equipped
tor the work of the Lord. The weakest congregation
may do this, and in doing it, it will quickly gather
strength ; * They that wait on the Lord shall renew
their strength ; they shall mount up with wings as eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and
not faint.”

The work of congregational waiting on God should
go on till the fire burns so on the hearth of the heart
that its heat is felt afar.

Mr. D. L. Moody tells a story illustrative of the
point I am.striving tomake: * Now, 1 have just come
here, (New York) and I confess I have seen nuthing in
Americalike what has pleased mein Princeton.  Ithink
they have a revival there, and the President of the
Coilege told me he had not seen anything like it.
One of the facalty told me he didn’t think there had ever
been anything like it in the history of Frinceton. Of
course I enquired into it, and [ found that they had
sent for different ministers to come there, and had
been disappointed, and they gut together—the Christians
did—and prayed God tv bicss them, and one of the faculty
asked them to pray for sim, and right there the work
broke out, and there have been about fifty quickened
and brought back who had wandered from Christ and
1t looks now as if all Princeton was going to be blessed.”
That is the right course to pursue. .

When the congregation as a congregation meets for
the purpose of waiting on God for revivial and strength
to obey His word, ** Goye intoall the world and preach
the gospel to every creature.” Then they cach in his
and her little world of five or ten cr fifty familics wit-
ness for Christ Jesus.  They spread through the com-
munity, lighten up its moral and spintual darkness with
the knowledge of Jesus the Saviour from sin, and they
draw near to the House of God, ard to the Christ of qu.
Living holy and consecrated lives, they are God's wit-
nesses. And the work of the congregation is a well of
life, to the entire community. No congregation should be
content till it reaches every unsaved person in e place
where it is and works carnestly for their salvation,



