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IT is not saying too much to affirin, that the posibilities
of congregational lite and activity are not compre.

liended by the majority of Christian congregations.
We rniight even be bold enough to say that very few
have the least conception of thec renson of their urgan-
ized existance.

They may take in the facts that are patent to every-
body, such as, the public worship cf God, the admin-
istration cf ordinances, the mutual help and tellowship
ofthe protessing people, but beyond these their minds
do îlot usualiy mnove. These are important parts of a
congregation's activity but they are Dot aIl of it. It
stretches far beyond these. It goes out, or rather,
ought to go out into regions, wvhere its presence wîli be
as the river ot Ezekiel fiowing trom the threshold of the
Temple of God bearing bless.ing in its bosom ; hope for
despairing hearts, light fir minds in darkness, cheer
for disconsolate souls, pqace for troubled consciences,
and salvation for the lest, so that "'everything shaîl
!ive whither the river cometh. Our Lord's tepresen-
taticri of the Church under a varlety cf figures intimates
this, net oniy -with great clearness, but aiso with strong
emphasis, IlYe are the light of the svorld. Let
your light so shîine betore men that thev îna .sec
yvoir good works and glorify your Father who is in
heaven." Howv much is the Iight hidden ? or how lov
do we keep it burfling ? So low thàt it is neither a
blessing te ourselves rior te any onie else. It should
.e strong enough, brilliant enough to shine oi, but it
hardly shines in, it hardly assures the soul, which is
its upholding candlestick, that it has any illuminating
power. How cari men be the light cf the world,
who are hardly lightened themseives ? How can men
impress the aýdvantages of a Christian lite upon their
godlcss fél' ows w,,hen they scarcely tel its blessedness
themiseives? And how is the world te be saved if the
professed followers ot Christ recognize no selfsacrifice
for the good of others in his exampie?

Thet Church of God is by the very nature cf it an
evangelistic force. Being savee. itself, it is to seek to
save others. It is te make the lite that is in it felt, it
is te inipart its light and pence and joy and blessedness
to others. It is to let its light .so shine that nien iay
sec it. A congregation that holds its owux mcrely,
will soon lose its own. Advances must be made upon
the ungodly elemeni. in the place wvhere it is planted.
The saved ocs sh*ould look upon the unsaved around
themr as the field God has given themn ta recover from
worthiessness and wvaste. They should move in and
.possess it. God plants a body cf bis people in a city
ir t-wn or country region, and they may meet statedly
for v~orshl"p, and think that when they open their church
do ors, and have the gaspel preached, and lift up their
voices in praise anl prayer, that they are doing ail they
should for that community. Or thcy may cast adime into
the collertion plate te, assist in kecping up a misbion
Sunday school or a mission preaching service among
the gcdless, and with that their intcrest in themn and
their care for them, ends.

Is that aIl that is expectcd cfa, body of Christians ?
No!1 In acting so, they arc cvading their duty, they
are losing a great privi!egc, and they are injuring
themselves. Instcad of proclaiming themselves Chris-
tians, they are proclaiming t.hemselves baptized world-
lings. They are discovering themselseb te the world
as having a naine to live, while they are dead.

A Chri!rtian congregation is ta bc a taunst cf blessing
ta its entire community. it is to.act upon it with the
sulent but powerFul efficiency cf the light. IL isto rcach
everybody in it, net in any methodizcd missionary, effort,
but in the easy, unobtrusivc, effective manner oftkindly
Christlike ncighbourlirtess. At the first blush this
seems to bc a startling position tu take. And the ques-
tidn reses; How cans this be accomplished? Is it
feesible? Can it be carried into effecctive aperationi

It certainly cars ini certain conditions, and these are
such as the congregationi of taithful men and women
should at ail trnes be in. Conditions, quick ivith
spiritual life. Conditions in wvbich self decteases and
Christ increases. Conditions of lîoly, i.e., loving and
ready obedience to thc Lord. Conditions of self-sacrifice
for the good of othiers. Conditions that throb and
thrill wvith tlie spirit of Christ Jesus.

Ah!1 but we are so dead, we cans lardly crawl our-
selves far less help others. Wo can not keep.the peace
ourselves fat less cornmunicate to oithers. The graces
in us are spent, even before out oivi vants are met far
lesb giving to others of our oil. Wc ouselves need
Ljuickening. We need a freshs dib(Lovery of duty, and a
thrusting forth into the harv est of seuls. And how can
wve get thisP That briîîgs us to the crucial point in
congregational lite; the realizing of our individual
obligation to save the lost. How can that bc donc?
There may be different rnethods. Here i one. The
holding of special meetings for united prayer and me -'-
tation on those truths that deal particularly with this
duty. Let the minister and the eiders lead night after
night in dealing with the topics that have been chosen.
Hlave some choice pieces sung as solos or duets or
quartettes. Do not be afraid to have this attractive
influence tu play. Neyer suifer the service to be pro.
longed beyond the hour. Give as much liberty as pos-
sible to thobe present to bear tebtimony tu God*s dealing
îvith them. If any say, but wvl-at if ail our eIders can-.
îiot lead,' sorne have neyer done it. Then put one who
has no experiencewîith one who has sorte, and give him
the lighter part, such as t he announcing of hymns, the
reading of the Scriptures, while the other takes the short
address. Let the congregation meet this way to cal!
down on itself fire from heaven, to burn up its dross,
and to refine its gold, and make it a living witness for
the Lord. Have no outside help of any kind to take
away the minds of the people from God.

A congregation ivith its pastor is fully equipped
for the work of the Lord. The weakest congregation
may do this, and in doing if, it will quickly gather
strength ; IlThey that wait on the Lord shail renew
their strength ; thcy shall niount up with wings as eagles,
they shaîl run and not be îveary, they shahl walk and
not laint."

The îvork. of congregational wvaîting on God should
go on tilI the fire burnb so on the hearth of the heart
that its heat is feit atar.

Mr. D. L Moody tells a story illustrative of the
point I ain.striving to makeý "Now,lIhavejust corne
here, (Newv York) and 1 confess 1 have seen nuthîng in
Americalike lvhat has pîcasedmne in Princeton. I think
they have a revival there, and the 'President of the
College told me he had not seen anything like it.
One of the facalty told me he didn't think there had ever
been anything like it in the history of rrinceton. 0f
course I enquired into it, and 1 found that thcy had
sent for different ministers tu corne there, and had
been disappointcd, and 114J? gui logelher-Jac Chiian
did-andprizyct God il, bi'ss th.,,d, and one o! the faculty
asked thern tu pray for lii,,î, and right there the work
broke out. and there have been about fifty quickencd
and brought back who had wandcred from Christ and
iL looks now as if aIl1 Princeton wvas going ta be blessed.-
That is the right course te pursue.

When the congregation as a cong regation meets for
the purpose of %%aiting on God for revivial and strcngth
tu obey His wvord, - Go ye mnto aIl the world and preach
the gospel to evcry creature. * Then they cach in hi
and her little wvorld of fivc or ten I..r fifty farnilics %vit-
ness for Christ jesus. They sprcad through the coin-
munity, lightcns up its moral and spiritu al darkncss with
the kniowlcdge of Jesus the Saviour froms sin, and they
draw near to the Huse of Goul, an.d te the Christ of God.
Living holy and consecrated lives, thcy arc God*s Wit-
nesses. And the work of the congregation is a well of
lite, te the entire community. No congregation should bc
content fdll it reaches every unsaved pcrson in ilht Pilace
whert il is and works carnestly for their saivation.


