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"'ai the lighit of sacred story gatheringy round is a winged spirit, meaching, to every depart-
its head sublime.' ment of humai. thought anîd research. In the

In the worlds Greece and Rome represent at theological world it has begotten a spirit
Cbrist'!ý advent, w-e meet with a species of, which -we niay characterize "as a spirit of
progrcss 'wichl wa-s in inaniy respects, pi-aise- u,-st- spirit wbieh bhas taken possession
wvorthy, but, in its bearin- oni the best interests generally, beginning perhiaps; exclusively with
of the worl, oif littie practical value. It the real or self-constituted leaders of religTIOUS
lacked continuity. It hiad not the mnoulding tiotigh lt." It is nevertheless truc, thiat theè file
power of a life commion to biumianity. as well aLs the rank find coniron work in
It was the progre:ss of distinct nationalities 1 exaining(, di ssecting, analvzing, sapp)ifg an.d
-distinct als the billows, but not one as the tearing in pieces the things1 that niay be
ocean, an(l consequentîx' not " stili ediicing, shaken, as a inatter of course, "that the thiingls
goo(l and better thience, and better stili in in- whlichl cannot be shiaken inay remiiain." 'lo
finite progression." Otherwise lias it fared ignore this featuire of the tines, and not
with -the (i-hur-cli of God, whielh He bath pur- govern itself accordingl y. would be high,,Ily
cha:ed w-it His owvn blood.*" Here it bias erininal in - the Chnrchi of dte living God,
been onie generation to another saying I'the pillar and cron oLIetrt.
bave received of the Lord that whichi also I: Ta3 iyou will, as a salnlle of the CSpirit
delivered unto you,," atnd that under the soleil,' in question, the utterances of certain repre-
consciousness that -"none o? uis liveth unto sentative men in tlie Cliurchi of Scotland, as
himiself." In oui- evang..elical theolog - tis eimbodied in the -Scotchi Serinons" so recently
progression is very clearx >eeni, as " it Pbisid WXc are infornied bv their authors
earliest centu ries we find the Chiurchi ehaborat- that they were puhlished expresl' oidct
ing fr-mn the ýSci-ip)tures,untler the- guidance o? the direction ini which thought'is mi-oving,-."
the Greek fatheî-s, a doctrine of (Jod and of If thie dir-ection o? tic cux-rent is nîarked !'y
the God-mian w-h(ýih lias since been the fouit- thie drift o? the chips and -itrawvs that float on)i
dation of ber tbeologv ini the strictest si-use o? itLs suirface, assuredly there is no inistaking
that wox-d. Nýext the Latin (iîurchi, thri-oug11h the calaniiity ini store for Scotland if such
its deeper appu-ehension of the eVils of ideas, and teaching should corne into the
the wvorld and of the humiian heart, its iascendant. l'len tlhe Paiîtleist's God wolild
greatex- feeling of the nee-ssitv of con ver.sion,'Ihe entlironcd, and <leatli-producing xiews of
and the need or? loliness to work out the doc- 1sin work sad havoc on inen's lives: then
trine of Sciipture concerning sin an(, gu-race. %would Christ, a-s the atonlingr Sax-iour and
Then followed at a x-ast interval the gx-eat Redeemer of gilty mnai, hi- unspoken and
doctrinal advance of the Refornation-the iinsiing; the day of uget and mnan's
grand declax-ation of the evangelical mod0(e of accomntability to God, subjeets cnly referred to
pardon and acceptance-that doctrine of juis- with bated breathi wbilsî the second death,
tification bv faith -liceh now appea-, to shine andii the painîs of bell forever, would onlV
so plainly in Pautl's uiWe Whilst later hi- alluded to, to illustrate the cxedulity o? a
stili. the principle of missions t) thie heathen li-st ag-, an-i the more excellent advanced ont-
was fornied bv Carev and Williains, aliiiost i pos.-t ottitr(,eit. Whillt ()'n Seottishb-,oil, let
out- ow-n dav-. as a liingnoving pover in --lie ne i-enîindý 1 ou of the coniti-ovcrsy tha araged-
New Testamnent, though it lav tiiere undi.s- .111d for thiat part that rages still, for " no
covered for ag-es, and vet all the wbile ani ,Iackei- gî-ows the igt'bte-îPi-ofess;or
open secret. Robertson Sxnitb andl tlie General Assenibly

Dowuî tbrougb thc long valley of thc past of the Free Chu-chi of Scotland. Prof essor
cornes G)d*s voice, loud andl clear ,saying-, Sinith dis.,covers*, or thiinks,- lie discover:;, "'a
writh fresh enîphasis, -4 Speak unto tbe childi-en dicrelîancy 1l.etween the traditional view o?
of Israel that tlîey yo< friir-< -i!" Towards tbe Pentatt,-ucli anud the plain statxnents o?
the going forw<.u-d, however. a wvxse under- -the bistorical books. and the prophets, which
at.-mdingy o? the time-s is a iîecesb.ty. The day is mîarked and fundamental," and lie advances
in which we live is reniai-kable for its progui-e.ss, in its place anotiier, according to bis slîowing,
in physical and moral science, in new discove-; representing the growing conviction o? an
ries and invention-,. The -spirit tliat is abroad; overwhelmning weight of the Most earncst and
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