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INTRODUCTION AND CONNFC VION,

Between the time of our last lesson and
the present one, we have the brief narrative
of the return of Joseph's brethren to Ca-
naan, laden with the gond things of Egypt
for their father, and with velucles for bring-
ing their famlies and thewr father down to
Egypt. The cvent of mos. importance is
refated in ch. 46.1-4. It scems probable
‘that Jacob ha  some misgiving inegard
to going into Egypt; for he must have
been aware that his father, on a similar oc-
casion, (ch. 26:1-3,) had been forbidden to
-go thither, and  warned to remain in Ca-
naan.  Accordingly, on reaching Beer-She-
ba, he repaired the ancient altar, and ofks -
ed sacrifices to the God of his father Isaa,,
in the expectation, undoubtedly, that God
would reveal to him His willin regard to
his pro{)osc(l jousney.  Nor was he disap-
pointed ; for God spake to lim in the wis-
fons of the night, and said, I am God—the
God of thy father.  Fear not o go down
into Egypt, for I will there make of thee a
great nation. 1 will go down with thee into
Egypty, and 1 will also surely bring thee up
agan; and Foscple shall put his hands upen
thy eyes. Having thus obtained the divine
sanction, the juurncy wis resumed. On
reaching the Egyptian frontier, Judah was
sent forward to apprise Joseph of their ap-
proach, an | receive instructions as to their
proper route into Goshen  Joseph hasten-
ed to meet an welcome his father, and to
instruct his brethren in regard to the repre-
sentations of themselves and their calling
which they were to maketo Pharaoh on bemg
brought before him.

LESSON JOI1Es,
(47:1) Then Joscple came and told Pha-
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raok. Everything that Joseph did was no-
ble. Although his position was one of al-

most absolute independente i Egypt, and
though the king had  generously assured
him {ch. 45:18-20) dhat the fal of the land,
and the good {good things) of all the land
of Egypt were tus, vet he took no advan.
tage of itin regard to his own family ; but
went directly to the kg, and informed him
of their arrival, with their focks and herds,
and that they were awaiting his pleasure in
regard to their settlement. R

(2). Aud ke took some of them, even Jive
menand presentedthent unto Pharaok. Man's
in-born curiosity has been greatly exerased
to know who this favored five were. Dr.
A. Clarke tells us that the original, literally
translated, significs—from the end, or ex-
tremity of his brethren he took five men,”
and enumerates six different way s thatthis
fanguage his been interpreted ;-—as, select-
ing at random ; selecting the meanest look-
ing,—the finest looking,—the cldest,—lhe
youngest.—or some of the eldest and some
of the youngest.  Dr. Jamieson tells us that
Jewish traditions say Zebulun, Dan, Naph-
tali, Gad and Ashur weie the men presen
ted. ' 1t certainly would furnish a most pleas-
ing suggestion if this were awthenticated,
since four of these were sons of Bilhah and
Zilpah, whose “evil report” Joseph had once
borne to his father, and who may, consc-
quently, be supposed to have once been
Joseph's biucrest enemics.

(3-4). And Pharaok said  what is ynm"

occupation ! This inquiry had been antice-
pated by Joseph, and he hadinstructed his
brothers beforehand how to answer—(ch. 46:
31-34). This was done, in citler that there
-might be the host perfect -agreement be-
wween his.own statemeint: and .theirs-; and
also, because their. occupation would ser-
iously affect the ;ucsti(m of their scttlement
in the comnry. Thy servants are sheplierds,
bath we and onr /})xll(rr.t. This announce-
ment, with a.less generous king, or oncless
graciously prepared by God to favor His
chosen people, would undoubtedly has ¢ been
most unfavourably received. However ac-
cording to Joscpl's instructions..ch. 46:34)
they procceded, with the statément of the
failure of the pasturage in thar own coun-
try. and the reguest that they might dw:ll
(that is, sejowrn). in the. land of..Goshen.
They had evidently: accepted :the promisc
that the land of “Canaan -should be theirs,
and_had thought of;' nothing mor¢ than- 2
temporary settleinent in Egypt. Thus, there.
15 reason to liope that all the sons of, Jacob-

were men of faith; resting’ in:the promise’ |’

God had made to their fathers.. The above.
request. they had been;instructed by, Joseph
to make, partiy.because Goshen was adap-.
1ed for, pasturage, and partly, since theiroc:
cupation would exposé them to'the contempt
of the Egyptians it-would be best {or “them.

comparatively few of the

(5,6). Thy father and thy brethyen are
come unfo thee—to be rear thee,—~to dwell
heside thee (thercfore) sne land of Egypt is
before thee, In the best o€ the land (that
hest swited to their require aents) muake thy
Jather and thy brethren t- dwcll ; n the
land of Coshen let them diw T and if thou
knosvest any men of adivity (igor, force),
antong thenty make them rulers over my cat-
te. The King's cattle were probably pas-
tured mostly in Goshen, the placing of
{them under Hebrew shepherds  would
{ therefore be a rehief to both Hebrews and
Egypuans and present disturbances be-
tween the two nationalitics. .

7 And Foseph brought in Facod his
JSather, and set him before Pharaolt.  Jacob,
as an aged man and a servant of God, pro-
ceeded at once to invoke the divine bless-
| mg upon the King, He thus virtually as-

sumed a kind of supenonty to the ng,

and Pharaoh ¢vidently admitted the claim,
far, as the Apostle says, «oithout all con-
tradiction the less i blessed of the better.

(8).  Hoiw old art thon? The people of

and able to bear fatigue. (7) What did
acob do when he came before the king?
Vhat does that mean? He asked that
God's blessing—God's peace~~-nnght be up-
onthe king. (8) What did Pharavh ask
him? (9, How old did he say?  Was
that as old as his father Isaag, and ho
grandfather Abrahatn had heen?  How ol ]
was Abraham? ‘ch 25 7% How old wus
Isanc? —ch. 353-28.¢ ‘107 What did Jacob
then 102 11y Where did Joseph place,
or settle lus father and brothers?  \What 1s
Rameses another name for 2—(s.65. (12,
What did Joseph do for them? What do
ou mean by mourished?  Fed them,  that
1s, supplicd them with food. How Jong?
Till tl\c end of the famine ; after that all of
them but Jacob could take care of them-
selves. Which of God's commandments
did Joseph keep very perfectly 2 Repeat
the fifth commandment. What are you
told 1n Col. 3.202

ety
TOBACCO AND INSANITY.
A party of clergymen were  discussing
this subject when the case of Rev, Mr.

Egypt did not attain the great age they did
regions,

) The days of the years of my pilerine-
age. Jacob's years, as he looked back
upon them, and especially
them with the years of the earlier patriarchs,
would scem little more than days,  His

of weary wandering from place to place,
and even then e was a pilgrim secking a
place to dic in,  Fese and ecvil haie the
days of the years of my life been. “Fhe lile
of Jacob had been singularly full of care,
solicitude, and ief. /flave not attained
unto the days of the years of my fathers, &c.
Abraham and Isaac weie much older when
they died than Jacob was when he uttered
these words:  Yet jacob, though he lived
twenty years longer, evidently supposed
{ch. 46 : 30} thin his life was drawing to a
close.

(10).
benediction o) Pharaoh, and went out,
is doubtful if.he ever again saw the King 5
yet who shall siy that his blessing was lost,
or that this amiable and unselfish monarch
may not have trusted in the God of Jacob
and of Joscph to the saving of his soul #

(1) And Foscph placed !setded) lis
Jather and his bpethren i the
best of the lund.  Certainly not the best for
all purposes, but the best for their use,
being & pastoral people. In the land of
Rameseco {the Son of the Sun)— another
name for Goshen,

02).  And fosepl nourished (fed, sup-
plicd) 2y father, and kis brethren, and all
Vdis fuather's houschold woith bread according
y fo therr families.  Thus were, Joseph's long
ysorron and wrial rewarded, in the sweet
, consciousness that to thuse from whom he
; had suffercd much wrong. he had rendueied

more benefit, and, better still, that from
being bitter and’ relentless cnemies they
Fwere at last restored to brotherhood and
! peace.
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At Jacob blessed (gave o parting

SUGGESTID THOUGHTS,

| reiverence.

t  Assoonas he heard that lus father was
m Egypt he hastened to meet him, em-
braced him, and wept upon his neck,  He
was not above showing @ ciled's fenderness
lo lis father.

Joscph brought his father to the palace.
and presented him to Pharaoh  himself.
t He was not ashamed to let even the King
see that he felt humself honored i showimng
honor 1o his father.

QUESTION SUMMARY.
{For Tie CHILLREN,)

\2; What did Joseph go and tell Iharaoh?
Where did he say they were?  Where was
that? It was the first country they would
enter when coming inte Egypt? Had
-Joscph, before this, been 1o mecet his father
and brothers 2=—ch. 46:29;.  (2)  Whom
jdid he bring to spcak to the king? (3)

What did Pharach ‘ask them? (4, What
did they say 2 Had Joscph told them- just
how' to answer the king? ‘ch. 46:33:34). -
Where did they ask Pharaoh to let -them
live? Why did they chose to live 'in Gos-
hen? 'Because there ias plenty of pasture
‘iu Goshen for their flocks ; and because the
people of Egypt did not::liké: shepherds, so
-1t would be best for-them to live by - them-
:selves.. .{5.6}.. Where did: Pharaoh tell Jos-.
eph'to let "his-father and ‘brothers hive ?
“What did he mean'by thc best of the land?
(sec note) - What then did He: give ithem?
Whom was Joseph toldtoset over Pharoab’s

{tobacco ! remarked one of the
as he compnrcd'

hife had literally been a pilgrimage, a scene |

|

lll

Joseph is a worthy example of ilial
!

B.  was mentioned, a graduate of And-

m more mountainous and less malarious | over, of hagh standing, and for a time
‘Jacob, then, who was 130 years y yory successiul.
y old, would seem surprisingly old to Pharaoh. | MANAC ty

‘He was made a raving
venty years ago by the use of

Another gave his account of the man,
whom he recalled vividly to mind *with
his pale face, stamed hps, repulsisve breath,
and quivering hand.”  The abjuct slave
of tobacco, he chewed negro-head to
bacco, a match for any man who has not
the iron nerves of an African goat or
horse  He preached about three years
with unexampled popularity and suceess,
His health then failed, and no one knew
the cause. A few montho rolled away,
and he utterly broke down, yet still #o
one ko the canse.  In a few months
more he became a maniac, relinquished
his pulpit, and was as wild as the man
found ‘cutting himself with stones among
the tombs,” and nio one knew the cause.
He was then taken to an asylum for the
msane, and remained twenty years . He
there breathed a fuetid atmosphere, paced
the floor of confined halls, stared upon
the outside world through iron gates,
, cursed hinself, cursed his wife and child-
, ren, and in his wild ravings ‘dealt dam-
nation round the land.’ thus day and
night champing tobacco asa fretted horse
champs his bit.  He once was pacing his
room as he had aforetime, year by year,
when a change came over lim. Hestop-
y ped abruptly, and in a sort of soliloguy
cenclaimed, *Why am 1 here?  What
. brought mehere?  What binds me here?
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party. | Pank o dry , th

|

hiving soul that ke loved that boy so much.
Still he went on patiently loving him,
And by and by he moved that whole
shop into positively red .t uncon ous
fclowshipwithhim 7 ke workinen made
cutiovus  little jars aind teacups wpon their
wheels, and pamted dinunative  pictures
down the sides betore they stuck thamin
the corner of the kiln at burming tme.
One brought sone frnt i the bulge of his
apron, and another some engravingsin a
rude sbrap book.  Not unc of tham wis

pered a word, for this solann thing was
not to be talkad abuut.  They put them
in theold man’s hat where he found them
so he undrstood all about i, And [ tell
you scriously, that entire pottery  full of
men, of rather coare fibar by nature,
gres quict as the months drifted, hooom-
ing gentle and kind, and sume of the un

governed ones stopped swearing, as the
patient fellow-worker's face told them be-
yond any mistake that the inevitabie
shadow was drawing nearer.  Fvery day
now somebody did a picce of his work
for him, and put it up on the sanded
us he could come ater
and go carlier-  So when the hell tolled,
and the little coffin came out of the dvor
of the lowly house, right around the cor-
ner out of sight, there stood a hundred
stalwart working-men from the pottery
with their dlean ddothes on, most of whom
gave a half day of time for the privilage
of taken off their hats 1o the simple pro-
cession, filing in behind it, and following
across the village green to its grave that
small burden of a child, which probably
not one of them had even seen with his
own cyes  MMethodist Profestant.

CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE.

Rev. Mr. Christopher once called on
an aged dassleader, and after baving
prayer with the family, said :

“Brother, how is it you have been a
church member so long, and yet are not
a converted man >

“Are you iny judge 2

“I'know you by your fruits.
no family worship.”

“Do you know that | have no family
worship 2”

“Yes, I know it.”

“\Well; it 1s true but U would like to
know who told you.”

*No one told me, but J know that had
vou been in the habit of having family
worship, that cat would would not have

Y ou have

Fus soul bursting with indignation, he ) jumped out of the window, frightencd, as

l'obaceo !
torward .

< cnied aloud. “Tobacco!
s walked backward and then
t
I plug through the iron gates, and looking
supward to Goid he said, ‘Q God, help !
, Help! 1 will use no more.!

“Now we believe in no miraculous cure
in this case. Mr. By—dropped his fo-
| bacco, and-the sad and dark edlipse fled
i from-his. beauttful mind, and 1t came out
from the horrible stotms and  tempests
of insanity, clear as the sun and_fair as
the maon.  He soon regained his health
and vigor, again preached the Gospel of
the blessed God, in the Presby terian
connection, and after tun years of arduous
i service he died, revered and beloved, and
i passed, as we believe, into the better

world."  Prof. Thaing's facts  About
Tobacew.” '

VHE ALSO SERVES IWIHO WAITS.
i lonce knew aworking man, a potter by
.business, who had one small invalid child
j at home.  He wrought at his trade with
pexemplary fidelity, bung always in the
| shop with the opening of the day. He
managed, however, to bear each evening
to'the bedside of the “wee lad,” as he
called him, a flower; or.a-bit of ribbon, a
| fraginent of crimson glass, indeed any
thing that would lic out on ‘the white
counterpane,-and  give -a color tn the
room.. He .was a quict unsentimental
Scotchman ; but never. went home at
nightfall without. some -toy or. trinket,

.
¢

showing he had remembered the wan face:

He it did, when we hnelt to pray.™

I'he jest was true in that case. The

bursting o tears, he ast the last foul | brother confessed that he had omitted

family worship because he did not wish to
10 hinder his workmen. He was touched
with the seproof and immediatley set up
an altar, and years afterward testified
that he had found it profitable, even
financially, to ackunowledge God in the
house.  Since he had made his religion
real in his daily life his workmen had
become more industrious and faithful.

WIHAT CAN RUB IT 0UT?

© My sun.” said his mother to a flaxen-
haired boy, who was trying to rub out
some pencil marks he had made on pa-
per: “My son, do you know that God
writes down all you dp in a book? He
writes every naughty word, every disobe-
dicnt act, eveny time you indulge in tem-
per.and shake your shoulders, or pout
vour lips, and, my boy, you can never
rub it out.”

The little boy’s face grew very red, and
in a moment tears ran down his cheeks.
His mother looked earnestly at him, but
said nothing more.  At. length he came
softly to her side, threw his arms around
herncck, and whispered, “Can the blood
of Jesus rub it out ?”

Dear children, Christ’s blood can rub
out the record of your sins, for it is writ-
ten in-God's holy, Word, “ The blood of

Jesus Christ,. His Son, cleanseth. from all

sin”



