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tical. For the Lord High Chancellor in the household of an
early English monarch was the King’s domestic chaplain, and
as, unlike his fellow-servants in the household, the Lord High
Steward and the Lord Great Chamberlain, he always possessed
the by no means common advantage of being able to read and
write, he acted as the King’s political secretary. He used, it
seems, in early days to live in the palace, and he had a regular
daily allowance. From one of the records it appears that his
wages were five shillings, a simnel cake, two seasoned simnels,
one sextary of clear wine, one sextary of household wine, one
large wax candle, and forty small pieces of candle. In the time
of Henry II. the modern treasury spirit appears to have begun to
walk abroad, for in the records the allowance of five shillings
appears as if subjected to a reduction. If he dined away from
the palace, si extra domum comederit, and was thereby forced to
provide extras, then indeed he got his five shillings. But if he
dined at home, intra domum, he was not allowed more than three
shillings and sixpence. The advantage of his position was,
however, that, living in the palace, he was always at the King’s
ear. He kept the Great Seal through which all great acts of
state were manifested. Indeed it was the custody of the Great
Seal that made him Chancellor. Even to-day this is the con-
stitutional usage. When I myself was made Lord Chancellor the
appointment was effected, not by letters patent, nor by writing
under the sign manual, nor even by words spoken, but by the
Sovereign making a simple delivery of the Great Seal into my
hands while I knelt before him at Buckingham Palace in the
presence of the Privy*Council.

The reign of Charles I. saw the last of the ecclesiastical Chan-
cellors. The slight sketch of the earlier period which I have
drawn shews that in these times there might well have developed
a great divergence of equity from the common law, under the in-
fluence of the canon and Roman laws to which ecclesiastical
chancellors would naturally turn. In the old courts of equity
it was natural that a different atmosphere from that of the com-
mon law courts should be breathed. But with the gradual
drawing together of the courts of law and equity under law



