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tions this expectant feeling found ex-
pression in various ways, and wvas only
illtiàtrated by the wise men when at an
unus..al sign in the heavens they stud-
ie:J, they left their homes and travelled
a long journey to find the king of
w1honi they believed the star to be a
Sian, and that they believed him to be
more than a rnere earthly king, is
shown by the fact that they worshipFed
hint. After the Romans had
conquered iiea-ly the whiole of thtc then
known world, and collected in the
paintheon the g-ids of the conquered
nations, people lost th Ar reverence for
religion, and infidt lity expressed itself
as in Pilate's question :" XVhat is
truth ?' 1.eaving the Gentile world to
which also the N[esiiah was to "be a
light,«' let us glance at the Jewish
people wvith their r.ch inhefitance of
the knowled -e of (od, and the re-
markable Liistory of their nation as Hlis
people, and thc stili more wvonderful
sayings of their prophets, some of
which are y en nowv being fulfilled, we
might expeot to find purity of living
and of vorship, and a true understand-
ing of the mission of the coming Mes-
siah ; but alas 1religion had degener-
ated into a most formai ritualism, in
which it was considered as great a sin
to eat with uniwashcd hands as to com-
mit miurder and was so taught by their
Rabbis. 'l'le religious preaching of
the time conshýted of hair-splitting dis-
tinctions in the explanation of Scripture
texts, and 'vas anvthing but practical.
The Jews, I1*okinig upon themiselves as
the " chosen of God," considered ail
other people as less than nothing,
even as "ispittie*" in God's sight, so
of course it was very hard for them to
submit to be ruled by a foreign nation,
hence the many revolts among them
and the difficulties the Romans had in
governing them. But in A. D. 27,
tit re occurred what we might cali a sen-
sation in Palestine. It was whispered
froin mouth to niouth that in the wilds
of the Jordan there had appearpd a
prophet, a man, young, earnest an d

reýsed like at prophet of old, whô in

fearless language called upon the peo-
pie to repent of their sins. Immense
gatherings thronged to see and hecar
hlm, and from the haughty priest and
seif-rigliteous phiarisee down to thc
lowvest publican each feit rebuked for
his own sins laid bare before him by
the searching words of the prophet.

\Vell was John described by Jesus
as no ' reed shaken by the wind." P'o-
litical motives and the controversai
zeal of religious sects hiad no wveight
with hlm. In an age of false Mes-
siahs and pretenders of ail sorts, John
the Baptibt, with perfect control over
whiatever ambitions and aspirations lie
might have had, ivhen asked the direct
question as to wvhether hie wverc the
Messiah, answered with true Christian
humility not only that hie wvas not the
<Christ, but declared himself un-
iorthy to unloose the shoes of Hlm

who was to coi-ne after him. Faith-
fully did John fulfil his mission as
"forerunner" of Christ, and as the
1'Elijali who must flrst come." Neyer
did lilijah more fearlessly denounce the
sins of Ahab and jezebel than did John
the Baptist rebuke the wickednes of
Herod and Herodias, and Herodias pur
sued hlm with as vindictive a hatred as
ever Jezebel pursued the man of God
who reproved h,.r sins and foretold hier
doom. But John did not fly frort this
J ezebel, who at last accomplishied hier
desire and caused bis death. But it
is as the "forerunner' wve are chiefly
interested in John the Baptist. In
practising the rite of baptism, typical
of the cleansing of the soul by true re-
pentence, John riost emphatically de-
clared: ' 1 îndeed baptise you with
water, but One mightier than I com-
eth, He shail baptise you with the
Holy Ghost and with fire," whichi words
illustrate the cleansing process of the
Spirit of Christ wvhen allowed to per
form its work in the soul, consuming ail
the dross and everything that would
render it unfit for communion with.
God. John was. the connecting link.
between the old and the, ieiv dispensa-
tions, using as his baptismal rite the


