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THE VILLE MARIE BANK CASE,
Judge's Charge to Jury, and Sentence.

William Weair, manager of the Ville Marwe
Bank, played out thy last scene of a false
manager's career When under charge of a
policemun he passed from the court house
to a two years' nnprisoument He had
been liberal with other people’s money to
s relatives and frends, and therefore he
wus i this scene comforted by thar pre-
sence in cousiderable nwnbers, he was an
old, feeble man, whose very appearance
gave pathos to the tinal scene, but by giv-
ing out fraudulent statements  of the
bank's affars, he had robbed poor, hard-
working men and women of all they had,
so pity for the old man is cut of the ques-
tion. This last scene i a fruudulent bank
manager's  carver, Where the Majesty of
Justice asserts itself, will be useful §7 it
brings conviction to business men  that
Houesty is the best Policy

THE JUDGE'S CHARGE IN THE WEIR
CASE.

The charge to the jury at the - ial of
NMr Willlam Weir was regarded by all who
keard 1t as a very able presentation of the
evidence and of the law bearmng upon the
1ssue.. The accused was charged with hav-
g signed wilfuily fulse statements regard-
g the condition of the bank of <which he
was  president  and mans cer. The  state-
raents formed part of a monthly return to
the government, whih renders them o pub-
lic document, cach et ..n bermg published in
the Canada Gazette. In the following will
he found a verbatim report of thuse pas-
sages 1 the Judge s charge which have gen-
cral public interest  The trial tovk place
1. we Court of Queen’s Bench in this city
be ore Judge Wurtele, a verdict of ''guilty”
bemy, rendered on the 27th November after
a short considerat:ion by the jwry.

Judge Wurteloe <The ease, gentlemen, in
which we are sow engaged s o very -
portant one, and one Which 1s attracting
considerable attention, but whateve, inter-
e¢st the public ) lunve an the awse, what-
ever importance it may have, you and 1
have only one way to deal with it, and
that is, (o deal with 1t as every case that
comes before this court s dealt wath.

The defendant in the present case is ac
cused of having made and signed,  in las
capacity of  presadent of the \ille Marne
Bask, a false and deceptine report to the
Governinent

Bauks are wecor, rated winetitutions  for
the purpose of anhing comumerce and trade
Ranks in our country have a threefold
otlice to fulull—they are bauks of issue,
issuing notes for public circulation, they
are banks of depos:it, to recenne  savigs
of some of the people, and many of the
merchants of the cowstry,  where they
thitnk 1t may be placed o safe hegpnng, and
the thard function they fulfill 1s that of be-
{ng banks of -liscount. As banks of issue
they issuc promissory notes,they issue lhelr

own notes, winch pass as money, the same
as ready moae,. Those notes are guaran-
teett In the tirst place, when a bank fails
the first hien on ull the property of the
bunk s for (he payment of the notes, and
fs apllied  tovards the payment of  the
notes,

Now, thesg notes are assued as circuln-
tton, und banks are luuited [In their power
of ts# 5 They are hmmtted 1o n certan
proportion of thew capital  fhey cannot
fsgue more notes—the amount s fiaed by
the Banhing Act of the country.

The Judge then defined the function of a
bank as a place of deposit,

Depositors have a right to kauw  what
18 the huancint posttion of o bank, and
for that purpose the Bank Act requires
thut every bank should send nto the gos-
erntent once a month n statement signed
by the president and the accountant of the
bapnk, showing the financiel position  of
the bank at the end of every month.

Then, as a bank lends the money of de-
posttors, 1t is of anterest to them  that
they should know. m the first place, what
amount of current notes have been  dis-
counted.

Now, the public have a great interest in
knowing what amount of discounts 18 o=
presented by current notes, and what
amount §s represented by overdue notes.
‘I'he reason is sunple—there 15 every expec-
tation that the current notes will be puad
within a small fraction. You can aliow
a certam percentage on the notes  which
are carrent.  ‘The bank dhiscounts o note at
3 or 6 months. When 1t 1s discounted the
bank knows something of the solvency of
the debtor, and they have every eapecta-
t1on that the note will be paid at matur-
1ty, but, when a note becomes past due,
its credit is gone, and jou can no longer
look upon it as valuable sccurity—us a
runming note. I 1t becomes an  overdue
note, 1t is o beenuse the maher or  that
note has either buen unuble or 15 utndlueg
to pay 1t, and conswujuently it becoines e
cessary Lo take procecdings, and to sue for
the recovery of that note

The greater the amount, therefore, of
overdue ne tes that i bank holds, the less
credhit ¢ has-the less favorable its pos:-
tion.

Now, {o- those r ascns, therefore,  the
Bank Act requires that a statement should
he sent once a month representingg the po-
sition of a bank classifying 1ts babahities
and 1ts assets=by assers I mean the prope-
erty 1t holds, whether 1t be real estate, or
shares, or debentuces, or wWhether at he pro-
missory notes of 1ts cyscomers.  But, the
Bank Act requires that such a statement
should be sent, and the schedule to the
Act requires that the amount should be a
truc and faithful statement of the habihi-
ties of the bank.

It 1s enucted in the Bank Act that af the
chief accountant of a bank, or director, or
the president of o bank wilfully (that s,
knowingly) sums a declaration or a4 re
turn of that kind, which contams  false
statements, that he shall be held guilty
of a pusdemeanor and pumshed nccording-
1y.

Now, m the present case, the defendant
19 accused of having signed and sent to the
government of Canada, or to the Recenner
Genetal, a  false and deceptinve return, o
false, deceptive representation of the posi-
tion of the bank on the 3Uth of June last

What we have to deade now, gentlemen,
1s simply  and purely the fact as to whe
ther the return wlich was tade oun that
day is @ true and correct statemeni, or
vzhether, on the other haud. it was a fatse
and deceptive statement of the affairs  of
the bank.

If you shouid come to the concluston
that the statement was a false one, you
have then to ask yoursclves, was that
fulze and deceptive statement signed by the

cfendant, Afr. Wair, knowingly and wal-
fully.
The first ftem in the report is an item

giving the circulation of the bunk, that is,
of notes which they had o right to  issue.
Now, 1t a8 very tmportant that it should
be hnown what was the exact amount s
suel and an circulation, because, that s
the first  charge on the property of the
bank. Fhe whole of the circulntion that
was issued thut wus 1in the hands of the
public and of the other banks on the day
that the bunk suspended will bave to be
puid, every cent of it, before any deposit-
or can receinve aocent.

Now, m thuat statement the circulation s
given ag $261,870. ‘The question 8, s
that the true figure? MWas that the only
amovunt then in arculation? It would ap-
pear thuat otlicials of that bunk were treat-
¢d with u great deal of undue lenteney., On
ope occasion 1L was ascertained that, out
of the treasury of the bank waoes 2 the sigh-
ed notey were deposited  untidl they were
wanted for assue, $21,000 hud disappear-
cd. Well, it turued out that the account-
ant of the bank had taken that sum. Was
he dismssed? 1o shouwd have been  not
only distmssed, but have been brought be-
fore this court for judgment, but  he wiis
not dismissed. e was allowed to ginve a
certainr amount  of notes o1 questionable
value. It was a robbery. ‘fhe account-
autl took that monsy out of the bank, and
they allowed hiin to pay 1t back, and the
balunce of the $26,000 they put to pront
and loss. That is an instance of the way
in which that bank was managed.

Later on, after that $21,000 had disap-
peared, one day Mr. Weir made an examin-
ation of the bank, and he stated as the re-
sult of his exaunnation that $173.000 wete
mussing of  the currency, {173,000 of the
tnoney  of vissued notes, signed,  which,
W ket assued, becne a lhindnhity of the bank
had disappeared,

Well, the man
must meturally

who had taken §21,000
have been suspected. He
had gone to New York, and Mr War
went awfter hame wirhy the cluef detectinve
They found hun there, and Mr. Wer came
buckh wWith the aceountant, who stated that
that mmount  of notes had been burned,
and that that would account for their dis-
appearauce 1L would appear to be an ex-
fraordinary procecding that they  shou,d
barn 173,000 of notes and made no rec-
ord whatever of 1t Well, Mr. Werr had
stated an the nrst place that that amount
was unssing. Then et us see what else we
have-what other praof we have. ‘That
amount was nnssig emither at the end ot
September or at the comwencement of Oc-
tober. Then, mn January, the authorities
of the bunk proceeded to count thew cash
to count the amount of wussred currenc
1in the vaalt and 1n the hands of the bank
Mr. Warr made o record of hat and the
record is to the following effect

“Cash counted tins 2Ist Jai uary, 1390,
anc foundy correct, $236,465, less §$173,000
m vault,” giving the amount, ‘There s
no nustake about the $173,000 tn the
vault=' other items also cheched.'” The
Judge at some length decided the evadence
which proved that this money had bees
stulen as well as a Jarge amount by  the
teller.

Mr. Yanlor, the assistant mspector o
the Bankh of Montreal, was one of the com-
mittee appointed to inmvesthigate the  cur-
rency of this bank, and here, under oath
he tells us that not understunding this en-
try, vhere it was smid that the cash was
found corroct, less §173,000 1in vault, 1. -
understanding that he ashed Mr. War for
an cxplanation, he achnowledged that te
hnew that the money had dhsappeared, aua
he told him that he wmade the entry o
that ambiruous manner for the purpose of
throwing the bank oflicinls off the . scent.
50 that they mght not be aware that that
money had been taken and was lost by the
Lank.

Wello now, gentleaen, you will have to
ash yourselves in the face of all the evi-
dence, whether you can say that the S$173,
000 of the currency of the bunk had been
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