
7<3 TFIE RURAL GANAI)IAN.

]ROUE CIRXL.
MEB OTHER BIDE.

A TALC OP' UreNS.

Breakfivst vns just ovor ât the parsotungo; tho table
iras cloared away, tho chairs set back, aud lire. Axh-
ton, in a neat naorning dras, witx a protty little cap
ui lier pretty littia busd, wras standing witlieha armn
over lier Lall husband's ahouldor, lookxng ut the morn-
ing papur. And as fine-lookiug a pair they vore as you
will ba likaly te zoa lu a suînxuur's day. Tho Ror.
Clamient Ashton ivas indood ad te bu the haudiomeat
maxi iii tho paniah, aud that with good nisan ; whethcr
ho hall auy Mens et lus own on tha subjact vas on-
tiruly his own affair.

Mra. Ashiton, as sho was styled by tho parish-Chls.
tiana, as lier godtatliers and godinothers named ber-
Chrissoy, au hier brethers and lier husband callud lier-
%vas net usually rcgandcd as ran:arkably haridmome.
Her futures woe net vcry regular, and she vus net
fair; but lier cane, se bright and cloui, lier figure se
elastic sud trIi-, lier abundani. hair, aud, abovo &Il, lier
frank easy manuers, aud the uxpression ot suuriy
good temper aud perfect openuesa irbich lightod up
lier face, made mont people consider ber a vary attrac-
tive womnx. Every one lu the parish liked lier,
front the i.wo old people vue mat ini the war corner
nuar tha stevo lu the dhurci, sud alivays camne round
te get their dinner ai. tho parsonage ou Sundays, te
MT&. Dr. Rush, vIe vas by far tIc granduat lady lu
the parish.
-31r. snd Mms Ashton led beau marriod about six
meontIs, citer au engagement o! aliment t.hrce yes,
during which time they lad corrcsponded uigorously,
but ladacc en ery littia of achl othur, for 31r. Ashton
vas an assistant lu au overgrovun paria in onee e! aur
larger ciLles, and coula seldoin besparod ; sud Chrissey
iras a teacher lu another great city, irberu sIe aup-.
portail hersai!, sud helpod by lier labours te educate
oea o! lier brothers for thc m.hniâtxy. IL vas not tii]
this brother lad finiahed lia studios, snd vas placad
ou an indepeudent footing, that sire had consentod te
be xuarried.

"1George canuot support himself cntirely," sie said,
iu saver to the remenstrance cf lier lover; "bhe la
net strong euough te labeur as nusny et thc young men
do, and la nueds my holp. 1 lueur, tee, tILt if lio
attempts any more than bue is doiug, lus healtx vii
fail, sud ha wil becomne discouraged. Yeu must con-
tent yoursclf te board avile longer with your good
friend, Mia. Biclcetts, Clemeut."

Ana te this r=solution shostcadiastlyadhercd, despite
ClemenC.s persuasions, sd thosa et Georgehlus&l, vIe
vas verS inuch distressod ai. tlic thougli. that bis sis-
ters mariage should bc pot off ou lie accounit. Under
theso circumastauces, the levera did net c muoch cf
cach other, sud they xare lluafly marrlcd witheut
Chrissey's aver ha-ving suspcctcd lier husband cf aux
uufirmity o! temper. She hld suffcred muais on dis-
cuvcring that suci vas thc case, and kilt inc]iued som.
timn te -içish tuat shc had neyer beu dispruchaut.d
But the wik a vise woman ; Ïhoe e lier husbaud's
iutrinslc exceliencies and strengt as voel> as bis vcak-
mois, aud altcrng su old ruaxizu ta suit bier cvii pur-
pose, shc rcselvad both te enduroand cure-

%"%hat ao yen set about to-dayl7" sIe aalced, as
Mr. Ashton, listing uxhaustedl tIe paper, atms frein
tha sotfa corner.

IlVisiting,' rcplied hie revereuce. " 1 must g(, up
te old Mmm. Balcomb's sud zoo Uhc Jonescs, sud try te
preral ou Phil Taggart te let bis childrcu coma te thc
Sonday sebool once mure TIeu I hava te sec poer
Maggia Carpeuter,wo 'ine lamuch verse again, sud if 1
have time, I shall got into tho omnibus r.:..i ride out to
the milla, Ie that girl 'Mies Fover mcntionod te mue
ycatcrday."

'INhUta round!'" exclaimed Chriasy. "Yen viii
nover geL homo te dunner ai. tva o7cloch. 1 tluink I
vwili put ît off til air, sud tun the riakeof being thougbit

sahick- tp,' Jike poor cousin IZiiy.'
"1What do you man? -"
'%V.y, yen kuov tboy ahrays dine ai. six te suit tho

doctoes arragements. Oue dxy LiUly calcd about
sorns socicty matter on a lay vue lives not a
huudred miles from lierstreei.,about fvc>'cloclcin the
aftcrnoon. Tha lady hersait carne te tha doair, sud
LMIS vcas about entoring, vben abc thought the pen-
Svc-Icteimelef ruaatxnetin tIe hall, aud eaidvemy
politely, « But parhypa il la your dinner heurl'"

Il1No indoed 1 ' ropliod madame, with indignation.
'We don't dino nt this time of day; vo are fot no

stuck up 1 t'"
« «Poor Lüly 1 " exéWalu Mr. Ashton, laughing,

diwhat did aho say 1"
'O sire did her orranci, and retirod, ofcore

Thore vas nothing te bo said. "
Mfr. Ashton turued te go into the study, and au ho

did se, hie foot cauglit ini the carpet snd he was nearly
throwu down. Chriuoey startedl ini alarm. but ho re-
covored himscif, and said pettiahly onoughi-

III do wish you would have that carpet nailed dowu.
1 have atunibled over it twenty Urnes iu the courue of

11 thought Ainy had faatenod it," roturned his vite,
witliperfect milduei-s. "mm soure I aw liorat vork
thero. Tho door must pull it out of pluce, I think."

110O! of course thora le somo excellent resson for its
boing out of order. It sooms to mie that, with all your
ingonuity, you mighit find soma way of msiang it more
ecuro. '>

Ho turued into his study, shutting the door sitar
hlm with rathar unuscescsry force, aud Mm s. &hton
roturned te thre fire and arrangea lier work-basket for
that day, with somothing of a cloud on the feu face.
Sire wu not left long hore undiâturbed, for Mr. Aili-
ton's voice vas soon hoard Waling licr in impatient
tonus. Sho sighed, but &rose aud entered the next
room, vhere she fud ber hnsbaud standing betore
Mas bureau psrtly dressd, and with chirts, cravata, and
bandkcrchiiefe scattered about him like a nov kInd of
anow, whilo hie face bore an expression of molancholy
reproacli at once painful and slightly ludicrous.

"IWhat i3 the muatter 1" as askcd.
«'O, theol texy 1 Net a buttexi whore it ought

to be! not ashlirt ready to ear! 1donmotinesn te
b. unraonablo," ho oontinua, in art agitatod voico,
as hoe tumbled over the tings, to the manifeat discom-
posure of the dleau linon, Il but rcafly, Chrlsaey, I
tbiuk you might ne that my clethes axe in order. 1
amn sure 1 would do more than that for yeu;- but bure
1 amn dolayed sud put to the greatest inconvenience,
bocauso you cannot s0w on thes buttons! I 1ahould
roslly think that a littie cf the timo you spcnd in vrit-
ing to George aud Henry might a 'wat b. bcstowed on
me.,$

This addrea vas delivcred, in a toua and manner of
mournfui distrens, vhich might have beau justi5ied,
perhaps, if Mma .Ashton had picloed bis pocket ns hoe
vau going te ýchurch.

IIWhat; ia the matter with this shirt ?' aakad Chili.
sey, quietly examningon.cf the discared garments.
"IIt aftema te have ail the buttons in their places ; and
this one, too, in quito perfect ; sud bore ln another.
My dear husand, boy xnany shirts do you uauaily
vear at a Lime 17"

IlO0! it in alI tory wel] for yen to smile, my love,
but 1 do assure you 1 found several wifli nu mea&= at
ail ot fastening tha wristbands. We hall breakfsrt
latc, and nov 1 shall ho detainedalf suanhour, when I
ought te bue away. 1 know yoe nli me=wel, but if yen
hâd, scrvcd a yeaïs apprcuticeship with my muother
beforo you w=r niarria, it rnight have been ail the
botter for your housckocping. "

IlIt might havo provcnted it sitogethor>' vas is-
pressed lb a moment. She pickea up sud rcpla the
scattered appue], foldod theaneuwy crvata, xuazmd
lier huaband'à oveaboas, and sav the beautiful little
communion service, prosented by a lay ot the parisb,
sud consecrateate sucb stiffermr as Masge Carpeuter,
va unreadinesa leforelho lft the bouse, M. Ah-,
ton had forgatten bath bMs fretcukensa its causa.
Ho klasad bis vlfc, tbs-n ed ber for lier trouble, pro-
poscd that bsho bula uand for MEy te spend the. day
vwith lier, sud stroda away with bis usual elastie atep
aud pleanant face.

Chriscy vatcbod lirn freni the door tiil ho turmod
into the nant stroot, aua f.her, vcntbac te tii. fxgsid,
and te ber owu reflectians.

This fretfuines and tendency te b. gretly dis-
turbod at Utile anattors, vau aimait ber buaband's only
tault. Ho vus scl-sacrifcinglo tho lust degmc, faith-
fui aud indêftigable as an apost in abacit aIl bis
professions.I laboars, liberai te a. fauit, anadin bls ad.
ministrution cf parish muatters vise snd ocnciliating te
enl He coula boss injuries, rosi injuria, -Wità the
groateut patience, ana vwu noyer known te buteur r-
scutmant.

D~ut 'with, aul those goed quaitioe, i. Azbtou bad
anc0 fault--a fault which thrcataned te disturb and

finally te dastroy tho comfort of hie married lho. If
hie wifo, by extravagance or bad management, had
waated his incomo and involved him, in dilliculties, it
in probable that ho vould nover have spokgn an un-
kind vonk to lier ; but the fsct o! a button boing miss-
ing, or a book removed freru its place, vould preduco
a lamentation ha]! indignant and hal! pathotio, which,
ruug iu Ohrlsaey'a ears, sud made lier hout ache long
after Mlament had forgbtten the circumâtanco alto-
gether. Straxigeu itmay som,M3r. Ahton hadnever
thought cf this habit, cf wbich, indaed, ho was but
imp.rfocty coxucious, as a fault.

Ho thought, indead, that it was a pity ho aboula ho
se sensitive, and soiuetirnes aid that ho wished hoe had
not sucb a love for order sud symmatry, for thon ho
should, not be se often aunoyed, by tho disordarly
habite of othor people. Ho said te himiel! that it vau
une of hie peculiar trials-tliat avait Chrlsaey, par-
fect as she vas, did notcorne up te hie idasa ln this re-
spect; but that hiepeculiar trials, as hoe vas ploesed to
caii. thom, oer becamo triais te othor poople, hie àid
not imagine. Ro hall, indeed, remarked, lin spite o!
hinuself, that Ckxlsay's face was uot as dceerful, mor
lier spirits a liglit, a hen they wero fixaI married ;
sud ho regratted that the caros of houselceeping should
weiglin se iavily upon hier; but nôthing was further
freont his thouglits than that anythiug in hiumof coula
havo produced the change.

Mr. Ashton, axhauatod with bis day's vork, turud.
towarda homo vith his mima sud heart fui! of all ho
hall seau snd feit. Ho said vezy littie durng dinner,
but wheu the table vas rexnoved, aud ho st dovu lin
bi& dresaing-gown sud elppen beforo the fln,ho re-
late te bis vifs ail the eveuts cf the day, describing,
wiLli the outhusiaua of bis earnest natur, the patience
and boly rosignation ho had witneaeed, sud ended by
saying-

IlCertainly religion bas paver te sustaiu sua con-
sole, under ael trial, sud under cvery miafortune."

IlEzcapt the lots cf a button," replisd Chnissey.
aerioualy. IIThat ia a misitortuno vhieli neither philo-
sopbly.nor religion csu cuable eue to sustaun. "

Tho Rerv. M. Ashton startedl as tbeugb a pistel hua
been dischaged nt bis car.

"Why, what do you mesu, Chrisseyl"
"Just 'what I amy," returned Chrisay, vith the

ame so'bernesa "T'ouraelf oninstauce; you can en-
dure vlth the greateat resignatioxi the las of frieas
sud misfortune ; 1 uever &Lw you ruffied, hy rudoneas
or abuse frein others, or shov auy impatience under
severe pain; but the kon of a buttexi from your shirt,
or a nail frein the carpet, gives you a perfect right Ie
lie uuraonable, unkind, sud-I muiti. isy lt-un-
chnListian."

Mri. .Ahton arose, sud wufl-sd up and dovu, the
reooin s ortie agitation.

"I, dia met tbinkr, My love," ho *&id ai. lut iu a
trembling toue, Ilthat yen iwould attach se much im-
portance Io a single lady~ word. rbpIsoate
quia]y ; but even if ut vers se, did weonot prauulacto
b. patient with ach ather's infirmities? I amn sure I
amn YM1 Rlad te bâtir vth-"

Mfr. Ashton pausead; ho wva u emincntly irnUiful
mnu, sud, upon canaideration, ha really cou]d mot re-
member tuat ho liait ever hea auything te bau freont
bis 'if e.

s:Uitv anly once, ny deer buabud, I hould
amy nothing about it ; but you do flot lu ths ]ouatcoin
saar hoy the habit bas grovu -upon yon. There bas
not beeu a day tbis woab in which you have not ruaie
=y lotit ache by somns sncb entbuit of fretfunu&

M. Ashitonu a atonisbed ; but a ho beffn te ru-
Ilect, bc was stili more surpnised te find that hie 'ifo's
aoctuision vas quit. tru.. One day, it bae been
about the, front-door it, tiionex.abouta rniala adte.
nv, sud thon about a lest pair et gloves, vhieh aftcr
aul ver found iu bis ovu pochai. H. fait thtit was
*il] truc ; sud as bis conscience brcught forvard, anc
instance site- another of unkindlueu., bo est down
&gain snd oovcrea bis face vlth his banda.

«"But thst la mot the 'ramai," continuod Cbrissey,
becomig affitated ln ber tu. III feu-I cannot,
help feaing-tbst I sas] be led te feci as I Ongbt,
not tvardayo. 1ifcarl]est Iah&U in tinelIothe
paver o! respectng My buibmnd , sud vhcu respect
goé., Clament, love dote met st lonig. Tis Tory
momnent 1 found my»oi vUabhg I ha& neyer kueun
Jol

Chnissy buzzt inte tsars, a véry uusus demon-
atration for ber; aud Mbomeut apringing up, once mxore


