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shail tremble, a day when the sun anti the nîoon shalh bc darkr
and the stars shahl withtiraw their shilning. Or take Petcr's1
description ai it l "Ilie heavens shail pass away withi a gret J
noise, anti the elements shaîl melt witb fervent heat, and thet
eih and the works that are thercîn shah bctiestroyeti." 1
Thess. iv. 13-i1 b, dots net set the day of judgment betore us,.
and the ios-millennial theory bas no place for that glad part
af the word. The comîng dicte spaken ai is a quiet one, pre-
ceding tht judgment af the wicked by centuries. That camiilg
preceties tlhe millennîumi.f

Let lis go lnto a building that a farinîer lias for housing i
bis inplements-suppose tht implemnents in pîcces. Wtlhave
neyer seon these implements in use. Wc look around and sec
wheels, bandis, boîts, scrcws, knîves and miny aiber lhings.
WVe say these are aIl relateti tht onete tte other. W'e conm-
mence ta put the variaus parts together. We are surpriseti at
aur success. The boîts rit tht hales, andi are tht right lengtli.
Tht cogs fit tht wheels. In alittle wegel amachine built up,
and commence tause it inmowing down the grass. But ive
bave not brauglit imb use aIl tht pieces of machincry that art
there. Tht pieces that are stîli unused are ai tht samne calourr
ant imake as tht others. il is clear that wc bave not gaI the
full idea yet. If tht maker ai this machinery were bcre be
could rinti a place for evcry ont ai thts.t pieces. 1-e could set
rip a reaper or self-binder. V/e cannaI do it. WVe have net
got the idea of tht maker ai ail these. There lits the troublet
witb this modemn1ost-millennial theory. It lias no place for
many parts of the word. A sad tbing is that it dots not uset
that truth as tht apostles did. In days gant by thal truth ivast
an engine af tremnenilous power. In these tinys il bas been1
shunttd off and run under tht shedi andi left there.t
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A SAN FRANCISCO LETTER.

MREIT1oR,-in my lasI letter were givensome sligh s ha d-1'
aws af tht darker sie of this cîty viewed, se ta speak, in lits
secular aspect, business andi sociali lue, louchîng crime, intem-9
perance, divorce, etc. New a glance will bt taken at tht se-1
calhed religiaus hie, work and niethotis in their salient points.
At tht outset ane feels the ttler impossibility ai giving any
correct or adequate conception ai it ta those not baving visiteti
this ciîy. Tht task remintis one ai tht Centennial Exhibi-
tion. No mnatttr how much bati bten rcad about it ar heard
trans others, no shadow ai a rght idea afi il ias gaîneti un-
tii visited, anti then only afier days ai careful and toilsomne
inspection. In tht first place nothing can bt wivder apart
than Toronto and San Francisco in tht make-up ai their
people, custamis, etc., unless il be tht daily lufe ai tht aver-
age Canadian there anti citizen or native here. How can
any notian bc transmîtteti even ai tht situation ai this me-
tropolîs ai the Paciflc ? Located at tht Golden Gate, nul an
seven huIs, but on scores ai sand dunes, wîîh ils manmmath
battIs and rickety rookeries, its palatial mansions on Nob
Hill, while at tht foot clase by is Chinatown with its 75,000
Mongols, herdîng together like tilti beasts in underground
dens or cellars, oten in several tiers, without any light or
ventilation except tram tht door opening from tht haby-
rinthine passages, like those in a mine, only mort narrow,
crooked and-fllîhy.

Tht catacombs ai Rome are, in comparisan, cheerful,
healthy and aîry places. Hard by in their million-dollar
residences on tht brîl-sîde, tht railway magriates puff the
6nest brands ai cigars, gormandize on tht richest viantis and
boaze in ail nighî carousals over tht choicest native andi for-
eign liqunrs, while a litîle loîver down tht saine bill skirting il
as a iringe or back-grounti, tht heathen Chince gulps rice
with bis cbop-sticks. (At a New Vear or otîser festival
he mnay indulge in the rare luxury ai dog, hog or rat flesh.)
!n tht "jaints," as the opium dens arc calleti, he spentis
bis nights sucking opium vapour through a yard-long cane
pipe. These Iljoints " arc underground, with cals or shelves
in tiers around the walls, an which tht Ilopium fiend " re-
dîines wbile smoking or is stretcheti out afîerwards while
comatase.

Tht opium in gum or semni-liquiti state is sold, beîng
vtry expensive, awing ta tht high dtuy-in draugbts from 5
cents upwards. Whtn used tht opium is lighteti by holding
a bilaofiti on a long neetile or blade in tht blaze ai a small
spirit amp kept burnin.- beside each smoker. Tht dots or
shelves are net isolated, dîffering tram the urn sheives in tht
catacombs. Tht smokers stret.-b îhemstlvcs in rows like rails
ofigoads on the sheives in a shap. AUl classes 0f1 Mongols
indulge in the ding as al grades of Caucasians do in tht
weed ; irom tht serf-coolie ta tht mandarin and millioiiaire.
But ci course flot in tht same style ut caboose.

It would extenti this digression ton tamta describe a tony
Chinese resort, or ane ai tht extravagantly ganisheti liquor
saloons for tht Ilmelican mani" in this city ai prodigies.

Wben tht realm ai religion is reacheti then'a marketi dif-
ference is visib!e between Chinese anti American. Tht for-
mer, tbough he be tht lawtst menial or in tht vilest busi-
ness-tiive or brotbel-almvays ketps up bis Joss tithes and
vows-while tht latter, chiefiy tht upper ten iam oai monty,
bave long ago disptnseti wiîh religion- no use for it. They
have advanced in iiberaliîy and enlightenment toa fat ta be
se bigoteti anti narrow as te bt.ieve tht aid crettis or theol-
agy. In tht leading churches, so cahitti arîhodox, tht Bibt,
theoiogy andi creetis are mauitied like wax to suit the adi-
vanl-e ai thetlimes. Original sin or total depravily, the atone-
nment, as ivell as tht aid idea of bell, art explaineti away in
tht elastic cre.tsis n vague. Tht e ating Ilevangeical "
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preitcher ai Oakland, an bas arrivai saine ye.as since, an-
naunceti that hecivas not going to scare tht people with biell.
A lead4asg omntei tîis t-ity fariulateti a ntw .retd te suit
tht people andt imes. An oId fogy amang tht officers, as
a bar ta the lcveling ai aId doctrines, proposeti, ironically,
an additionil artitle, ta thtelTfect that heaven should bc
abolisheti aso as tise new lreed hall obliteratet i ell. But be
was hooteti dnwn by pastar andt ellow-ofricers.

In thtel'resbytcry litre the vote on Revision ai tihe Con
fessian of Faith ivas almast a tic, ail tht ltadiig pastors vot.
ing for ii, excepting Dr. iNcKenzie, a Scatchman, anti the
rnost able andi popa.L.r evangelici preacher an the coasi.
Thase who voteti against Revisiaa were ministers in the The-
olagical Semînary or wiîliaut charge, îitii fcîv exceptions.
Thase against Revîsian wauld not be tolerateti in tht leati
ing pulpits. Il rnay be necessary ta remnark right here that
tht cry for Revision is nat raiseti ',cause ai mitior or ver-
bal abjections in samc articles ai tht Confession (wbich ail
admit exist), but because ai hatredt t Caivinismn ant i kndreti
dactrines ai grace. sa abjectionable tota iconverteti or nomi-
nal Ci hristians. Anti worse thian ail, it is startid by tht craven
spirit in tht pulpit whicb truckhes andi panders tai the autside
clamatîr in tht daihy press anti other argans ai Satan against,
astensibly, creeds andi dagmas, but in reality agaronst tht Gos-
pel, sa humbling la brîman pride, knowletige anti culture, anti
ti.eories, substitutes for real religion everywhere.

WVheher we art in tht "hlast limes " or not, wt are cer-
tainhy in ane ai tIse ast places here for reai spiritual, scrip-
tural tcaching anti lite. Not anly are ai nationalities here,
but ail religinns and schism-s and heresies. Nay, mare,
there art saineI" isms"I indigenous or native 10 tbis soil.
Here the devil seems ta bave donc bis best or worst in ai
aId anti in saune new lines ai work. Not only n outside
evil, crinme, frauti in business, poliîics and social ife, but in
tht arena ai religion bis masterpieces arc seen an ai sities.
This ciîy andi Oakland contenti for tht palm as tht metrapa-
lis of piaus cranks. It is caimnet that tht chict crank lives
here. To say noîhing ai over i6okinds af secret sacieties anti
arders semli-religicus, anti a conglomeration ai pagan murn-
meries, tiiere are iilti crazes anti phases ai religious fanaîîc-
isni, marvellous iif not unique. Time would fail ta notice
even tht classes ar species ai wbolhy sanctifieti bumbugs, con-
secrateti cranks, higber ile frautis, sanctimoniaus blather-
skiles anti pretentiers ta divine healing, anti living by iaith
in Gati îhile sponging an credulaus sisters or bretbren in
tbeir datage, hence gullible by these tramp saints. These
are tIhe traîb or scum aif tht bogus religions, tht deèbris, or
floating eements atîracteti by every nemv craze thal may turn
Up-

Ont is remnindeti ai Sans ones' saying, "IlO ail humbugs, a
reiigious humbug is tht humbugget." That was a gencral
rtmark-a fcmv of bis îot'ches on tbis city anti Sacramento are
drasîic surehy, but truc. Ht saiti îhtn he struck St. Louis he
was near bell, but " if helI is due west ai St. Louis, then San
Francisco is 2!.ioo miles nearer bell than St. Louis." Il If
tht devil ivas ta assume the direct persr'nal contraI ai this
cily, he would not, change ane officiai, for ail suit him exa-tIy,
or open another saloon. Il bas ail il can stand." Ht saîi
ai Sacramento that if tht dcvii was tn open a branch ai bell
there, plenty of tht officiais wauld be eligible lu bc appoinîtid
as heati dcvii I

But tht biggcsî sensation ai Ibis age and coast is whaî tht
daihy papers tiesignat " tht Trance Evangeiisî," a Mrs.
Woodworth, who came from Iowa in November ta Oak-
landi wiîhs a large lent, anti for some monîhs helt " Gospel
anti divine healing " meetings. Tht tent, it is saiti, helti S,-
oaa people, yeî crow'ds wtnt away unable ta enter. Each
afternoon anti nigbt irom six ta twenty persons ivere pros-
trateti by th'- "Ilpower," as she calleti ir-mcaning thereby
tht Spirit aifCati coming an these persans. Sorme lay rigiti
for haurs, îvhile others swung their arms, junet, walktd,
sung, etc. They aIl saw visions of beaven-belI as weli-
got messages regarding tht present anti future. It was a
daily or nightiy sensation for montbs. Feeling ran high bath
ways, j5ro anti con. People actualhy ant i fsticahhy iought bath
ways, for antiagainst. Hoodlumsmrobbetithetlent and brake
up tire meetings, tht general inzc/e or free fight bcing quelleti
by tht police. Bath Ilsaints"» anti sinners were laid out by
tht power. Some in jutigment, athers in conviction, su Mrs.
Wootiworth claimeti. She also asserteti that tht dcvii svas
sbowing bis banti or hoof, tan, in counterfeiting tht Ilpower "
by aperating. bowever, onhy an sinners as bis subjects, also in
heaing people in imitation ai tht so-calleti genuine cures ai
ail sorts ai maladies ai persans attending hem meetings Tht
clergy tienounceti thteîvbole thing as a frauti Variaus thea-
ries are adivancedi to nccount for the sîrange phenamena,
some assigning Satantic agcncy, mcsmerism or hypnatism,
spiriîualism, hysteria, lunacy, excitement, etc. 'Hypnotism
semns the maest likely solution. Great numbers ai canversions
oi sinners anl ai the perfect sanctification oi Chiistians weme
claim cd.

Tht law was called in ta rescue some of those taken witb
tht power, in cases ai minors or young chiltiren. Some adults
oi bah sexes have been sent ta tht lunatic asylum. Many
otbers are bal-crazeti anti debiitateti passibly for lite. Tht
end ti iail is flot yel visible. Tht craze seemedt t reacb tht
climax when ont ai tbe waman's dupes, a Nomîvêgian, hati a
vision faretlling tht destruction af San Francisco, Oaklands,
Chicago and ather wicked cities. Toror.to bas not been
namnet. Sa finteai your rcaders neeti tremble in their 5bats
yet. Thais is la bc act;rmpli£hed by earlhquake and floodi on
Aptil 14 next, according ta the " prapbecy."
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This May sceem an overdrawn picture. Not so. People
are troubled about it. A prophet on a bicycle lias betit
speediong along testreet5 warning peupie tu fiet to the nioun
tains ta escape the coming cioom. Strangest ofi llh manY
otherwise sensible and religious people, cvangliîsts and ather
leaders, believe the revelations, andi are prcparing to get out
by the ;th ut April, and are seiing thieir property. Aniong
thesc are persans afi( c sire, a physician of some note, several
somewhat prominent evangelists andi workers too. Event
business has heen dcpi essed by st. INat a few worldly people
arc uneasy andI sonie unrcady proiessors of religion, who ire
whîstling ta keep tip their courage. The mass af the outsiders
is ton fast asleep in the armis of the %vicled ane ta be aroused.
The mass ai proiessars ai religion are, like lonali, aslecp, for
the samne reason he %vas so drowvsy.

%tt deeper, maie vwdespe-ad andi fi.-rtatlng aie aU soits
af more speciaus, plausible and delusive errars, hieresies,
Iismis," beyand description. Christian science, mind-cure,

Thcasophy, etc., with their hasts af dupes or devotees.
These embracc church members, inen and women-the latter
chiefiy. It would sccm that the bottomless pit hand been un-
cappcd and the wcird spawn of the infernal regions had came
forth like the frogs ai Egypt, crawling inta every bouse and
chamber. Reading tht Epistles ta Thessalonians and Timi-
athy anc secs a portrait ai actual lite here, truc ta the very
letter. 2 Thess. ii. 1,1i1 ; i rimothy iv. il,2 ; 2 Timothy
iii. 1-6.

A more dismai signofa the times is ton obviaus ta be
blinked, however much anc migbt wish ta ignore it, viz., the
absence or mixture ai the Gospel in the ieading pulpits aifal
desnminations, as gathiered tram the notices in the Sunday
xnorning papiers of the pulpit themes for the day. Take a
specimen at random. A leading Cangregationalist had for
bis subject, Il Hoodlums." Another, a Presbyterian, Il Do
infants grow in heaven ? " and Il Did Christ dit for other
îvorlds? " The leading Methadist taok the IlDevi" by the
barns, or as a buittfar caricature af the orthodox view ai
him. Robert Elsmcre, Henry George, single tax iurnîshcd
tîd-bit themes for some tîme far ail pulpîts. witb scarceiy an
exception.

This city bas been recently greatly agitated by twa seem-.
ingly incompatible tbings. Those unsable ta flnd work have
heen meeting daily in thetiternoons on a plain in fttlnt of the
city hall, ta agîtate for work tramt the municipality. Oratars
ai tht sand-lot order harangued the crawd. Some wamen
added tbeir fiery appeais ta the masculine thunder. Tbey
cîaimed that 25,o00 persans, includîng from 2,000 ta 7,000
wumen, wert idie and nexlta starving. A cammiîtee ai the
unemployeti waiîed on the cîty autharities. After a hollow
pretence ai effort ta assîst, naîbing came ai it. Tht clergy
mytre appcaled tu next. A dazen respnnded. Tbe Roman
Catholic Archbbshop sent Father Montgomery wiîh a pro.
posai ta raise $îaa,ooo, ta be expended an the park and bis
check for $î,ooa. The clergy induced the Mayor ta caîl a
public meeting, wbich appointed a cammitîce ta raise
mansey. Enough bas been secured to.ernploy 1,8oo men for
a short lime. As in London Cardinal 'Manning won the
palm as the champion andi irienti ai the working man, so
here the Archbbsbop rightly gets the credît ai making this
movement go. Th*e other trouble is a widespread strike ai
iran moulders, in fact ail the leadîîîg works are ile. Men
are being iînparted frams the east, but are induceti nolta work
by tht local unions. Tht strike is ruoning the fourîh week
now. lit is expecctd ta run for months or ta Juiy.-till one or
other party is crusheti. Violence is hourly ieared. The foun-
dries andi shops are blockaded andi tortifleti by special con-
stables and non-striking men. A breati riot mas imminent
before wark was found. While du11 limes continue and tbis
temporary work is dont. trouble ill begin agaîn. There are
10,0M ofi the idle, thieving, gambling, anarchist class hele ai.
ways, who are ready as naw ta fan any popular flame ta
precipilate an outbreak af arson or plunder. It must came
sooner or later. As the minîster who spoke last Suntiay on
IHootlums " saîi, IlHow " is tht anly question, iïe., what

will bc the match ta start il ?
San FrainCi$co, Marc/t 28,1r890.

EXC USE S.

No wiser remark was ever made by Dr. Benjamin Frank-
lin tban a severe sentence wbîch bc once uttered ta a young
man who hati an appaintment witb bim andi missed it. Next
day tht young man came andi began ta mnake a very fluent
ex~cusetot the drdoai fut bis absence the. day btfore.

"lStop ! " satil Frankimn. IlY au have said 100 much aireati>,
My gooti boy, for the man who is goati at niaking an excuse is
stldomi gooti at anything tIse.'

An easy emouse matie by a delinquent for a flat error or
failure ta do a dtuy seidom1i indeed, sofrens tht heart af an
employer or supersar. Of course an account af tht reasons
for a failure shouiti be given wben a demand for tbem is
matie, but îhey shoulti bc given simply andi briefiy, andi with-
out any attempl tu make the case appear any better than tht
plaînest statement af the facts make it.

A yauth who is beginning a round of dunies in any place
which bas any responsibilitics may as weil make up bis mind
that hîs employer will look with some disfavour, if flot witb
suspic'an, upon his explanatman ai failures.

Htrntust be perfectly hontst about tbem, and neyer slow
i l admit bis niîstalccs. Andi there are iew employers who art
1not wllîng ta allow a beginner a liberal number af blunders

and failures as a part af bis educationi.


