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CYPRUS AND THE “OLD DISCIPLE?

This island, which has again been brought proml.
nently bzfore the public by thetreaty between England
and Turkey, through the diplomacy of Lord Beacons-
field, has associated with it more than ordinary inters
est.

It is one of the targest ialands in the Mediterrangan,
and next to Sicily in importance, It is about 140
miles in length, and varies in breadth {rom fifty to
five miles. From its numerous headlands and pro-
montorics, it was called &Kerastss, or ke Horsed, and
from its cxuberant fertility, Afacaria, or the Blessed,
Its proximity to Asia Minor, Pheenicla and Egyptyand
its numerous havens, made it a general rendezvous for
merchants.

Cyptus was osiginatly peopled by Phaenicia, Ama-
sis 1., King of Egypt, subdued the whole island, In
the time of Herodotus the population consisted of
Athenians, Arcadianz, Phoenicians and Ethiopians.
Under the Persians and Mauvedonians the whole island
was divided into nine petty sovereignties. After the
death of Alexander the Great it fell to the share of
Prolemy, the son of Lagus, It was brought under the
Roman dominion by Cato. Under the Emperor Au.
gustus it was at first an imperial province, and afler
wards, with Gallia Narbonensis, made over to the
Scnate. When the empire was divided, it fcll to the
share of the Byzantine Emperors. Richard I,, of
England, conquered it in 1191, and gave it to Guy
Lusignan, by whose family it was retained for nearly
threc centuries. In 1472 the republic of Venice ob-
tained possession of it; but in 1571 it was taken by
Selim II.,and eversince has been under thedominion
of the Turks, The mdjority of the pepulation belong
to the Greek Church, and the Archbishop resides at
Leikosiar

There is little doubt that this island is referred to
in cuch passages of the Old Testament as Ezek. xxvii,
6. The first notice of it in the New Testament is in
Acts iv. 36, where it is spoken of as the native place of
Barnabas. In Acts xt. 19, 20, it appears prominently
in connection with the earliest spreading of Christian-
ity, first as rcceiving an impulse among its Jewish
population from the persccutisn which drove the dis-
ciples from Jerusalem, at the death of Stephen, and
then as furnishing disciples who reached the Gospel
to Gentiles at Antioch, Thus when Paul was sent
with Barnabas from Antioch on his first missionary
journey, Cyprus was the first scene of their labors
(Acts xiii. 4-13). Again, when Paul and Bamabas
separated and took different routes, the lIatter went to
his native island, taking with him his relative Mark,
who had also been there on the previous occasion
(Acts xv. 39). Another Christian of Cyprus, Mnason,
called “an old disciple,” and, therefore, probably, an
catly convert, is mentioned (Acts xxi. 16). Mnason
was one of the hosts of the apostle Paul, He was a
Cyprian by birth, but an inhabitant of Jerusalem, like
Joses and Barnabas. Ifweinterpret strictly the phrase
rendered “old disciple,” we must suppose him to be
one of the rapidly diminishing nucieus who, thirty
years or mote before, had seen Christ in the flesh,and
had been drawn to Him by His own words,

YAn old disciple!” How suggestive the words!
The very fact of Mnason being thus designated, affords
oraof of the truth of the Christian religion. Had it
been a system of imposture, it might have had its
disciples, indeed, like many others of a receat date
which have not failed to seduce the unwary; but it
would have had no “old disciple” The imposture
would have been detected and abandoned; but it is
the glory of Christianity that its evidences are more
deceply felt, and its importance more fully realized, as
we draw nearer to an eternal world.

“ An old disciple!” The life of such an one attests
the reality of vital godliness, while it sheds 2 lustre
upon the profession of the Gospel.  If, when aman is
told, in his first approach to Christ, that he must deny
himself, take up his cross and follow Him, encounter
a host of encmies, maintain a perpetual warfare, re-
linquish the world, and abstain from fieshly lusts, how
would he find sufficient fortitude and strength to sus-
tain him amidst such 2 host of difficulues and trials,
if he had no spiritual resources, no treasure in heaven,
no communion with the Saviour?

“ An old disciplel® Such a character is full of dig-
nity and honor, “The hoary head is a crown of glory

‘baok, like

if It be found in the way of fighteousness.” Theaged
saint who, like the tkii}ui niarines; has conducted the
vessel through a fong and perilous voyage without
makinﬁ shipwrock of fsith and of a good conscience,
is wntitled to double Idfios, both for the success of his
enterptito, dnd tE Heh and valuable eargo which he
has bought fson afah

Behold the dxawly that may dbwell in an odscure lifel
‘There is tothing to be sald about this old man of Cy.
prus but that ke loved and followed Christ~** his days.
And is not that recerd eniough? 1t is a blessed thing
to live forever In tie woild’s memory, with only that
onc word attdched to his name, Wihiat Mnason could
do, he did. It was not his vocation to go into the re-
gions beyond, like Paul; to guide the church, like
James; to %\?’hgs,, remembrances of hils Master in a

atthew; to die for Jesus, like Stephen,

But he could open his house for Paul and his coni-
pany, and so take his part in the work, Thg men in
the rear, who guard the camp and keep the communi-
cations open, may deserve honors, and medals, and
prize-money, as much as their comrades who led the
chargo that cut through theenemy’s line and scattered
their ranks, It does not matter so far as the real
spiritual worth of the act is concerned what we do, but
only why we do it.  All deeds are the sune which are
done from the same motive and with the same devo-
tion, and He who jidges not by outward actions, but
by the springs from which they come, will bracket
together as equals, at last, many who were widely
scparated here in the form of their service and the
apparent magnitude of their work.—Pressylerian
Fournal.

THE REFORMATION AT GENEVA—~INCI.
DENTS OF ITS EARLY HISTORY.

One evening in the month of August, 1536, a dili-
gence stopped at Geneva, and a young man of humble
mein alighted from it with the intention of resting for
a single night only, being on his way ¢ Strasbourg.
He was about twenty-seven years of age, slender and
frail looking, with a pale face, thin black beard, and
feeble but sweet voice. Although he looked some-
what singular and striking, to a casual observer there
was nothing attractive about him, nor anything
espacially to command respect.  However, young and
sickly as he was, from conscienticus notions he had
relinquished a good curacy in France and had already
gained renown {rom hislearned studies. Recently he
had givea the Protestants great joy by addressing in
their name, but omitting his own, an able and eloguent
paper to the King of France, Francis I., in defence of
their faith, Such were the charactetistics of this man
that no one could converse with hima long time with-
out being astonished at his great knowledge, his ciear
and strong power of reasoning, his profound discourse
and marvellous memery. If one undertook to resist
him in argument he was soon reduced io silencc and
compelled in surprise to say, “Bcehold our master!
Whatevesr he undertakes he will acconiplish” But
naturally timid, he little thought to seck notoriety, in-
fluence or authority. A recluse from taste and incli.
nation, fond of study and repose, he desired only to
labor tranquilly, leaving to others the ambition 0 excel
in public debates, at sessions and in the pulpit. With
him this was a pronounced taste and fixed purpose.

Now it happened that some one, having recognized
this traveller, informed Favel of his amival, and the
latter, thanking God, hastered to him and conjured
him to remain and assist him in his charge. The
stranger Raughtily refused, wishing to devote himself
to his studies and repose; and he was inflexible to all
supplicauons, Thinking of the work of -the Lord, so
pressing and at the same time so retarded, and seeing
with indignation such a laborer refuse his aid, Farel,
with a burning heart and eye of fire summoned him i
a commanding tone not to harden himself against the
voice of God. “You quit his work,” said he, “to con-
sult your case and study in peace. Well, may your
repose be accursed, and it will be, and your studics
als0, since these things separate you from Jesus Christ
and his vineyard—you whom at this hour God calls
by the words of my mouth” The stranger, filled with
surprise, was constrained to belicve thatit was indeed
the order of the Almighty that he thus heard, and as
he afterwards related, “It secmed asthough God from
heaven had arrested me with a violent stroke of his
hand® He obeyed, and settled in Geneva, consent-
ing not yet to become a pastor, but to give instruction
as a professor of theology, commencing bis lessons in
St. Peter's,

On the $th of September following, the Secretary of
the Commen Council, after the sesston, made the fol-
lowing pecord

“Mastor Wm, Farel has set forth that these leo-
tures, which Z&/s Frenchman has commenced at St.
Peter's, are necessary} ho theréfore begs that we ad-
vise his retention and provide for bis suppsit. Where-
upon it is so ordered”

“This Frenchman” was John Calvin.

“Geneva then,” continugs our historian, “knew not
his name; now thefa {8 n6*danges that it {Mﬂ ever be
forgotten, In a short dme he was theprofissor, the
legislator, the guide and the glory b0 Gefievk; the
successor of Zwinglius in Switzbtland, the cqud of
Luther in the world,  The refotiiod 6f France, [taly,
Holland, Scotland and Spalh recognized him as their
chicf and called themselves Calvinists.”

It would make my synopsis too long were I to give
many of the incidents in the lifeof Calvin; and I may
venture to hasten to a close, since the history cf his
time in Geneva is more familiar to the general réader,
no doubt, than is that of the reformers who preceded
him in that canton, Sufficeit to say that he struggled
continually, now against the priests and then against
the liberals, who were opposed té restraing cither
Catholic or Protestant, and there was no period for
many years when there was not more or less of’ dis-
order in that city. Our historian frankly admits that
Calvin was tyrannical and committed some great
wrongs; but he excuses him in view of the timesin
which he lived and the evils and difficulties with
which he had to contend.  In 1538 the liberalsgotthe
upper hand, and by order of Council both Calvin and
Farel, with Corault their colleague, were banished.
Calvin retired to Strasbourg, but in a few years was
recalled and continued his work in Geneva until, his
death, on the 37th of May, 1564, at the age of fifty-five.
Farel, twenty years his senior, followed him to the,
tomb cightecn months later, Viret labored many
years at Lausanne, -cturning afterward to Geneva,
whepce he went to Montpelicr, Lyans, and other cities
to preach, Sometimes imprisoned, ence murderously
stabbed in the back by a priest, and once, as we have
scen, nearly losing his life from poisoning, always on
this account fechle in health, he died at Orthez in the
sixticth year of his age. Froment lived to a good ald
age, but several years before his death laid off his
ministerial robes to engage in other pursuits.

Theodore de Beza, a fine scholar and of mild dis-
position, was Calvin’s young friend and assistant in
the latter part of his life, and continued his work in
Gencva and France for forty-one years after Calvin’s |
decease, These great reformers and their coadjutors
of the Protestant faith were instrumental, under Divine
Providence, in completely regenerating Geneva, and
their influence is perpetual. Here, in this old city of
Geneva, their names will never be forgotten; and se
long as the cathedral of St. Peter’s stands, it will ba
an object of the greatest interest to voyagers from all
parts of the world, as one of the principal places of
Protestant worship here from the time of the Refor-
mation to the present day.—Hom Horatio King, i
Christian at Work,

SILENT WORKERS.

In the realm of spiritual operatiors as well as in the
natural, the silent forces are the mast cffective. Not ¢
by fire, earthquake, or tempest -are seeds- festilized, §
plants nourished, or harvests matured. No man sees
or hears the movements of that tide of life which is j§
ever flowing through the animated world. The sun- §
lizht comes in noiseless waves, and the dew shapes §
its crystal spheres without 2 sound. The splendor of 3
the morning and the glory of the sunset hour aré pro- g
duced without any conspicuous effort. Silent forces §
have prepared them all ' ’

‘The bistory of the Christian Church is two-fold— :
external and intermal. The on€ gives accounts of §
controversies, strifcs, nay even tremendous and deso- §
lating wars incited by fanaticism, and carried on with §
semi-demoniae passions, It tells, 00, of the achieve- &
ments of mailed champions, and the superd bencfac- §
tions of great leaders, aiming in their way to éstablish §
the kingdom of God. Their wrath has oftedt eventu- §
ated in praise, and the pursuit of personal honor has §
been overruled for the 2dvantage of the truth of the §
sacred Word.  Still, it must be remembered that the 3
internal history of the Church, though never to be
fully written or read, contains, 5o fr¢ as it go¢s, an in- §
ventory of those forces which bave wrought such




