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THE Young Men's Christian Association in connec.
tion with Torcnto University is progressing encoura-
gmgly. The new building in course of ercction will
soon be finished, and the ladics connccted with the
city churchies have undertaken to raise the necessary
funds for its complete equipment and furnishing.

IN connection with the proposed chair of Church
History, Homiletics and Pastoral Theology the name
of the Rev. T, F. Fotheninghamn, M.A,, 1s being men.
tioned. Mr, Fotheningham for a time occupied with
acceptance the lectureship of Apologetics in Queen's
College. e is possessed of eminent scholarly attain-
ments.

IN the Southern States the Prohibition cause is
making progress both steadily and rapidly. Last
week Fulton County, Georgia, in which Atlanta City
is situated, voted for prohibition by a majority of over
200, In this instance it cannot be said that only a
fraction of the citizens voted on cither side, since it is
stated that a larger vote was cast than at the last
Presidential election,  Out of one hundred and thirty-
seven counties in the State of Georgia, over a hundred
have already adopted protubition.

THe young King of Spain, after a ten years’ some-
what troubled reign, has passed away. He has done
nothing very brilliant by which his rule will be
remembered. Though sometimes in danger of assas-
sination he escaped the pistol of the would-be regicide,
and died of disease. To his honour be it said that he
displaysd no little heroism while cholera was decima-
ting the Spanish provinces ; he visited his suffering
subjects and did what he could to inspire them with
hope and courage. His widowed queen has been ap-
pointed to the regency; but it is highly probable that
stormy times are in store for Spain.

THE French people have found that their recenf
little wars have been inglorious. Tonquin has afforded
anything but a brilhant field for French valour. The
casualties attending the campaign have been dis-
astrous, and the endeavour to subjugate the Hovas of
Madagascar is not likely to shed lustre on French
arms o5 French diplomacy, Twenty-six members out
of a committee of thirty-three, appo:nted by the Cham-
ber of Deputies, are in favour of the cvacuation of
Tonquin. This is opposed by the Ministry ; but it is
plain that the scheme of Eastern conquest 1s virtually
abandoned. The French Ministry also announce
that negotiations with the Howvas are in progress, the
result of which will nou be definitely known for about
two months.

INUICATIONS of a springume of spiritual health and
power of & most encouraging hind arc visible to ob-
servers. At several universities in Earope and on this
continent marked religious awakenings have eccurred.
Last session at Edinburgh University a warm and
vital interest in religion was manifest, professors and
students taking an actne pant n the work, It is
stated that in the Theological School at Frankfort,

the students are working for God with great carnest-
ness. In small companies they go to villages, sing,
pray and sometimes preach.  They often gather con-
gregations of 500, and their effurts have met with good
results.  The recoil from the dreary rationalism so
long prevalent in Germany is steadily growing in
strenigth, and there are cheering signs that 1t will be
replaced by a fervent and intelligent picty.
LIS i
TuE number of professors of Hebrew in the United
States 1s something astonmishing,  Hcbrara, n us
October issue, publishes a list of Uld Testament pro-
fessors and instructors i the United States and Can-
ada, and they count up to 153, mostly in theological
institutions. The Roman Catholics lead the list with
twenty-two professors, and the Presbyterians follow
hard after with twenty-one. Then come the Baptists
with fiftcen, and the Mecthodists and Episcopalians
with thirteencach. The Congregationalists haveten;
the Evangelical Lutherans ecight, and other Lutherans,
cight; after which come other bodies with from one
to three cach. Only cleven are credited to institutions
with no denominational control. With such a large
number of Hebrew tearhers there ought be a good
deal more Hebrew learning in the country than there
is; but this Hebraicaisevidence of a growing interest
in the subject.

For many years, says a despatch to the Montreal
IWitngss, it has been the custom in New Hampshire
for cleegzymen to read from their pulpits the Governor’s
Thanksgiving proclamation on the Sabhath preceding
that holiday. An is well known, Governor Currier is
liberal in his religious views, and it so happencd that
in making up his proclamation this year the usual
“Thanksgiving to Almighty God ” was omitted, The
people were mérely called upon to observe the day as
one of thanksgiving, recreation and rejoicing, without
any recommendation that the people should meet in
their respective places of worship and engage ‘n
religious cxercises.  Many of the clergy throughout
the State refused to read the proclamation at all, while
others read it with various comments and criticisms,
and in many churches President Cleveland's proclama-
tion, which suited the stricte t church-member, wac
read in the place of the Governoy's,

OuRr readers, says the Christian Leader, will be
glad to have authentic information regarding the pro-
gress of the projected umion between the Waldensian
and Free ItalianChurches. The recent Waldens.an
Synod delayed the matter for a year, in order to consuly
fully the Churches inside and outside the Valleys, but
re-affirmed its desire for union, applauded the unani
mity of the committees which prepared the anticles of
union, and sent a fraternal greeting to the Free Italian
Assembly, which lately met in Florence, returned the
cordial greeting of the Waldensian Synod, and, then,
after two days’ discussion, by acclamation approved
of the articles of union, with a few trifling alterations.
The Assembly was a very happy one, and we hear
that the union tpirit is even growing in strength,
although a year’s delay caused much disappointment
It scems that there is some difficulty outside the Wal-
densian Valleys with regard to the name of the united
Church, namely: “ The Evangelical Churzh of Italy,”
which forms the fifth article of unian ; hutitis the gen
cral belief that God will graciously reinove the diffi-
culty in answer to the prayers of all the friends of Italy

WITHOUT the full teat of the Ewcyulical lately assued
by the Pope, it is not possible to furm a just estimate
of its meaning. The published cxcerpts in sume
degree indicateitsintent, Leo X111 does not re-echo
the non possumzs of his predecessur.  Fius IX,,
ander Jesuit inspiraton, it was said, fulminated his
Vatican thunderbolts against modemn pruytess. The
Roman Pontiil of to-day speaks in mworc cautious
strains. He recognizes the growing political power of
the people, suicatific progress and mudern insvention,
Where Romanism is not in the ascendant, its cepsesen
tatives properly claim cqual rights with those who ad-
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liere to other forms of relgion; but what are we to
think of the undimimished arrogance of the following
assumption,  There 1s no just cause that any one
shuuid condemn the Church as Leing too restricted
+n gentleness, or inimical to that hiberty which is natus
ral and leguimate. In truth, the Church judges it
nut lawful that the various kinds of worstup should
kave the same right as the true religion,  Still, 1t does
not, therefore, condemn those governors of States
who, for the sake of acquiring some great good, or
preventing some great all, patiently bear with manners
and customs so that cach kind of religion has its place
in the State.  Magnamimous Rome !

Tue New York Jndependent has not inined in the
mterested and one-sided torrent of abuse heaped on
Mr. Stead by his London contemporaries. A recent
article pronounces lim “one of the heedless heroes
who are resolved to save the world at any risk to
themselves,” and concludes as follows : Mr. Stead was
convicted and must suffer. Not onc person suffers
who broke the law with vile intent, only those who
broke the law for a good intent, while acting as de.
tectines, with a view to improve the law. Thusis the
execution of law made a ghastly and shacking farce.
Those escape who would make void the law, and
those <ufier who magnifv the law, The home festi-
rals of Britain will be more happy for the great im-
provement in legislation effected through Mr, Stead’s
offorts , but many a household will remember that
the man to whem they owe the protection of their
girls and the sahation of their fanulies occupies the
felon’s cell.  But the object was worth the sacrifice,
Other laws we need for defence of our homes. Our
homes are ruined rather by the laxity of laws which
loosen the bonds of marriage, and make chitdren
fatherless or motherless. During the joy of our home
festival, let us take a moment to ask whether our easy
divorce laws arc not digging away the very founda-
twons of the home, and do not constantly impeni| the
morals of the community.

AN article in the /uferior, on the Ordir  ; Means
of Grace, concludes thus. Honour put on the regular
means of ‘grace would concentrate Christian activity.
The Church would work together with an energy which
is always the precursor of success. Thus, it is often
sud, when an evangelist comes into a town and se-
cures the hearty co-operation of all the ministers and
churches, thatif the same rallying could be had around
the pastor, or pastors, the result would be the same.
It 15 true. What caused the rally? Perhaps the
ervangehist's reputation. He has been so successful
clsewhere, 1t 1s beheved if the conditions are repeated
the success will be repeated.  And so, perhaps, on the
reputation of a mian, the Church as one person flies
into the work. Suppose, now, the faith in the man
were transferred to God and His Gospel.  Suppose a
Church should conclude that, as God has promused
His work should be efficacious, He would certamnly
keep His promise. Suppose, further, a recollection
of the past should confrm that faith, Then, suppose
on that noble faith and confidence n the truth of the
Lord, the Church should look for blessings at every
prayer mecting, and pray every sermon into the hearts
of the people, and conduct every Sabbath school in
the conviction that God s Word.would not return unto
Him void. Whatthen? Would that God whoblesses
the expectations that gather around a special service
withhold His blessing from thosc ordinary meaus that
atc Laptized with ihe tears and lifted with the believ-
ing prayers of His own people? If the honour we
sumetimes thoughtlessly put on men were given to
God, we would rgjoice in unfailing streams of salvation.
And Churches are often dry and hifeless, because :hcy
ace waiting fur a " series of meetings,” forgetung that
they have a series of meeungs the year tarough, every
onc of which might be charged with living and saving
puner.  Itis the ordinany 1ainfall (hat beautifies the

wuild.  Its the nvisibie nhily dew that keeps the
vegetatvnfresh.  And God says. ‘| will be as the
dew unto Isracl”




