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The openiaug lecture et the Young Men's Christian
Institute, AberdeeQ, bas tbis year been delivered b>'
thc Rev. Dr. Robson. At the, outset et lis address
Dr. Raison rcmarked .- Though net eccleslashicalîy
connccted wîth the Churcli which bas deprtved Pro-
(esser Robertson Smith of hi.* chair, yei, rcalising the
soludarnt> of Scotch Presbyterlanism, I regret a dcci.
sien vhich secmrs ta restrict diaa.ussion on poants left
open lni out Standards. WVhat should bave beca met
lv argment bas becai meti>' repression. IllI rankl>'
clîscuss %ifr. Smith's ibeories, au îa an thie sa'.e rpanit
as h would have donc, anid donc vriih more pleasure, il
lie iad been ailîl a professa: an thie Ftec or L. oued
Presb>'uerian Chuuih. B3ut 1 belacvc 1 arn au onc wath
thc great maJority et thase whli dctendcd Professar
Smiîl's ec.desl.astiaî position lin disagre;ng wath hats
ctrical conclusions, andit Is kimportant tha ireo
sheuld show tint we have cilliez reusons foi Jaing ta
tian mere tradition or Churcli auîliarity. Mr. Robeat.
son Smith lias giveai a popular explanation ai bas po-
sition and rensana for holding lu lin bas lcmi'res on
IlThe Old Testament ln tlie Jearish Churcl. Waîli
much lni that book 1 cerdially cencut , autuch, 1 heattil>'
admire. But on thc question cf thc auiharablp cf thc
luaws af the Peaitateuci, I decldcdly join issue viti
hlm. His position, bioad>' stated, is that Ex. xx.-
xxiv. la the original Maaailc code; that Deutcronomy,
with is anc sanctuary and Levitic priesthoed, belongs
te thc close of uthe Jevish nionarchy ; and that thc
middîc books ef thc Pentateuch, with ticir taber-
nacles and sharp distinctions between.Aaronic pniests
and ailier Levites, white contaiaing man>' aId lava,
yet beloaag ta thec exile or subsequent period. lIn op-
position Ia uh;s, I maintain thec strict>' bablical pos!.
tion tbat ail in the Pentateach wiich professes te bce
tram Meses la substantialiy frein hlm. The tara
points ta wbich Dr. Robson maini>' cofiîied himscît
voie-tic onc sanctuar>' and Levitic pricstiood. Hoe
examined Mr. Robertson Smith's plilological and
historicai arguments, traced tiie histarical develop.
menus within the' Pentateuci and after the lime of
Moses, and tien proceeded M,%osajaru nerer tri-
urnpied ln thc kingdom ef haracl over lis more an-
rient rival, non àiid it triurnpb compietely in Judali ilt
tic reign of Josiah. His reforma are so direcl>' as-
sociated witl the findiaag ofthbe beok of the law in the
Temple tbat the geaieral view et lie aev sciiooî la
that tlie book vas written about Uic timc it vas fouand,
anid that lu vas the Blook ef Deuteronomy. Attempti
have becu miade ta lix lis autior, but cadi cf these
wlion tested fails. Mr'. Robertson Smith does not
atteropt ta assign tic autharsiip ta an>' one. He
says--"lt vas et no cansequence to Jasiah-it ia of
equail>' little consequerace ta us -ta know tic exact
date and authorsiip et h. book. lis propletic doc-
trine and thc practical cliaracter of tic scicine viaci
i set forth were enougi ta commend i." We have
ne reason ta suppose that Hiîkiai and Josiai îoak i
fer anytbing cisc than the Lw of Mases. I bave givon
ruasons fan believing tiai i was given b>' hlm. There
are streng ruasons against tic Iatter.date. The boak
contemplates a state of things ibat lad whol>' passed
aak'y in bianastseh's time hi looks ta Nortberai Pal.
estine ratier tian ta Judai. and speaks ofthie renewal
of tie Covenant au Shecicin. hu is ha''1 ta, conceive
tirai a irriter lu- Judah siauid biave given tbis lionour
ta tic ceaire of tic great siusm ; on tint if, as sorne
anaintain, tic baok was written b>' an inhabUtant cf
tic nortiern klngdom, it sbould have found ils vay
ta, the Temple at Jerusalena. hi Ientains Ul proplic
doctrine," but doctrine v 'thaut spirit is flot likcly ta
be of much avait. If vo consider the discounses et
Peuîeronomy ta bave been uttered b>' Meses belote
is deah, tic>' lave ail the truc ring ai prophecy.

Btut if vo cenrder theni tic production af the sevenili
century, nothiiag ceutl be more unlike tic spirit of
centemporar>' prepheis. The>' spoke in tic name cf
tic Lord; tie author et tbis book shelters hiacîf
under tic naine of Mases. 'àhey were ready ta en-
dure an>' amount cf suffering and persecution as a
tesîimany of theiv message; the autior ai this book
strikes 2 blowirn tie darIr, so tbat he catin ciiher b.
rccognized as tie speaker non callcdl to acceunu for

bit -ords. tAnythirg more antagonistic ta the. wholc
spirit of propbccy -ta the spirit whlcli ar.lrnated such
men as Jeremniah and Ezekiel-li would b. Impossible
ta Imagine, It ls contrary to, ail experience-te sup-
posc that a bock so, c.recelved and se praduced
shoild have liad the cilect whlcb Deuteronomy bil
It came au a resurrtctlan ofta word ofuboepst, and Il
lied its effect because It vas wliat àt protessed Ia
bl Thc retorm, under Josiah, finali>' dellvered
Moasmn tramt Patriarcbusm, but lu dld flot ter-
mitiate the conflict bttween it and lieathcnlim. The
destruction of the first Temple and the captlvlty of
l3abylon verc needful ta deliver the Jews front tbis
evil. WVleaa the retumn tank place, and the. wership cf
tic second Temple vas estalisiabd under Eira, ai wa&a
freed frei aIl trace ef ldolatry, and sca coninued.
Mosalsin finally and definuîeiy ttiumphcd. But ttwas

aeayan anomaly. lu tros uttcnly unsuuted for the
nationln lis nrw position, and uliat a sufficient ta
dispose of the hypothesis ibat the sysicin. .,as the oui.
corne of this age. The latter cliaptcrs of Exebuel arc
speken et as the paugraanme .iccord.ing ta whtcli
Eira warkcd lai arrangàn; tlie Levitacil la*. lu as
very evident tiat these cliapters are a vision that was
neyer meant ta b. rtallred, and tiat neyer possabl>'
couid have been îeallred. Tlicy arc valuable as
gauhcrig eut et the pasu the ciements that were es-
sentia! ta truc Mosalc vorsblp, and preseninR thern
la an idealized (arm. but viienwvopasitrem Erekiel
ta the. mlddlc bocks eftuhe Pentateucli, insîcd ci fur-
ther dcvelopmcnt, we find aurselvea thrcvn centuries
back, bath lin religiovs and natienal conditions.
Mosaisin had durlng is hlstory dcvclopedl especially
lai îwo crises. WVith the. destruction oftihe sanctuary
ai Shuleli the. taberai às had disappearcd ; with the
destruction et thi firsi Temple nt jerusalein the ark
liait iisappeared. Through the aagony of these crises
it liad advanced ta the mare spiritual and dirci wan-
ship ofthbe second Temple. Bet in the Pentateuch
vo find ourselves back in the. Ilbeggarly clements "
from which, i had lii' à% dlilvered-tlie atk and lus
sanctuary. Dr. Robson examincd next the contention
etfithe defenders of the ncv theory, that the present
dcccipiion of the tabernacle is an artistic adaptation cf
tiie Temple ta tiie situation la the wildernesa, obtaincd
by the rcady metliod ef halving th, dimensions of the
Temple. Such a proposition, hie remarked, is about
as difficult. ta disprove as it is tei prove aur evwn exas-
tence. Yct, from, the mannet-la vhlch the dimensions
are given, we can find evidence tliat thiebuilderefiîhe
firsi Temple liait seen or preserved the. tradition ai the
tabernuacle that thc tabernacle, and flot tic Temple,
vas the original conception, lIn cezicluding, the Icc-
turer sald - I can conceive the. use oftiegal fictions ta,
establishlaws whicl are practicablenot tara whichiare
wlly impracticable. Sa, ton, we find tint the Mo-
saic system, taken as a whale, aras entirel>' unsuited
ta ti. w stateoet hings. The rule nequiring aIlthe
mnales. ta appear before tlip Lard thrce times in ilhe
ycar coutl have been casil>' carried out ini tie
wildenness, vras practicabie up ta thecldose et tie
Jewish mn.rcliy, but was cluite iinptaaticable,
and never was put inta pra<.uic.e, afier tic re.
turn frei, the captivit>'. WVe cari conceive states-
nmen adhering as fat as possible ta laws that wcre oId,
which claimed reverence on ibis accourir, hoarever Sa
adapti-d tic>' çrere ta the near circumutaprccs ; but we
cao hard>' conctive saue men enactiaag laws wiiich 1
tic>' knew thc greater part et tic natian could nat
contorin ta. These are consideratians derivel fram,
human experience and huanan intelligence. If ire
iring in ulie question cf revelation uic>' wili begreal>'
strengticned. If it b. truc, as Mn. Smith says (p.
238), tiat Ilthc ciargcteristic markcf each dispensa.
tion ef revealcd religion lies in the provision whîch au
maires fer the acceptable approaci o et ucorshipper
ta bis God," what are we to think of a theor>' whacl
represenus thc Lcvidcal dispensatian as having be
revealcd, flot in the wilderness, viien it dîd makre an
àmrple provision for ail, non white the nation lived in
Palestinie, when il couid bie adapted ta ail, but at the
retura, fran the exile, arien it made provision for the
acceptable worship et only the few who retura cd, and
practically unciurcied thc whale efthe greater Jcw.
,lsh nation tbrougiaut thc world? i have thus
brought belare yen a <car of the outstan ding feutures
of tic present discussion. No one cars bo marc con.
sclous tian myself bow Imperfectly ticy have becai
prisented, and %bat a vami: numbe: s-rnan tobc deal:
witb, but 1 trust Iiiave said cnough te show yeu thai
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If tie reJcct the. conclusions of the new criticlsm it kr
net front refiasal ta considie theni, nor blicause we
consider them incompatible wlth a bell4t ln Inspira.
tion, but becauk vir believethat broad consîderations
of ordintry evidence and common sens. Ioad to the
conclusion tht uthe old vicw of the. Old Testament
hlrtory-that wrhih. resta on a literal acceptance of
tii. books tt emseIves-ts the truis one.

TOTAL ABSTiVENCE.
From whiR1 From sn. l'a ibis Scripiwr. exhorte

us. »,Abstaln (rom Itl appearanco et evl Butina
asanonly trait what appears toi be @vit cannai

ainoufit ta, radical or extensive refarmaionr. Tu the.
IRcvised New Testament tIbis passage Is rndered
I <Abstain from*every <ami tvl.0 WVit1i bis render.
ing Dean Alfoird agrets. In bis crilml comment

Iupon ibis paisage lie says~ -IlThe Greci word nover
Isignifies 'appearancel lin this tente. .-. Tht,
IGreck word means the. species as subordlnaed to the.
cenus."-Abstain trum every speclos (or tarin) of avil.

ltits not enougli ta abstaîn <romn sin lni tii.gencral s lt
m nust bc avolded lni the. particulars : not lit the. genus

Ionly, but alto in the speclesas net alane as a whole,
but alto as ta ait tarins and kinds of cvii. If a muan
should anake a specialty of siiunning anc <arm or phase
of sin, aind yct at thc same time ho should practise
otbersi hlm partial abstinence ceuld net make nor provo-
him compicte nor exempluty as a Christian Ho
imust barmt respect ta ail God's commandments. If
lic keep ail the lm beides, and yct oftends lan one
thing, bis one offcncc miakes hlmi as reall gullty as
thoughhle had broken ever' precept. Tho abstinence
inust bc tota l "Corne out and b. separate," is GodIs
command. IlTouch nlot the. unclean thing,1" la the
sole condition of fuil acceptanco and recognition as
God's sons.

WVhatcvcr lu contra>' ta, the ptinciples and practice
cf Christiant>' l, evii, and It must bce avoided. Such
conîraricîy 15 cvi in two ways, viz., ta the. gullty
delinquent bitmsclf and te those who observe lis con.
duct. Cliristians are ta "let their lîglit se shine belte
men tithe tic' u sec tbdr ý, od woulcs, and glori>'
God."1 Tlaey are ta Ilwaik wortliy ef God as dear cl.
dren,"l anid the caution addresscd te them is : Il'
nct your good b. cvil àpaken of." Some of the. marc
commuon forrns of cvii relaie ta the spirit anad wards
and coaiduct of Clirsians. Anger and malice, cnvy
andhatred, arestnful. They are contry to tha spli
of love and torgiveness taught an the Gospel Their
effect an the. person indulgang themn as cleadm>': for
lired is miurder, and cnvy lu the roîtenness et the
bancs ; and whercver displayed, sucli unholy tempers
are injurious upon observera. Idie, uncliaste, titan.
deraus, profane wcrds are cvii. Same praiessed Chris-
tians use onc or ail of thein ai trnes Con .- ation
shauld be chaste, sincere, grave, simple, truitful ; in
opposition ta that which asjascivious, trifling, rncrely
complimentar' and itemperate. ««Let yaur yea lie
yea, and yaur azy, na>', for whatsoever is more ulian
tbis corneth et cvii."

Neglect ot Gods house and its ordin-,nces is w-rong.
WVhen i resuits troin indatlerence or aiattenton it la
culpable ibut when fromn love et case or ef the world,
or lrom aversion ta (jodla service, it as tar verse.
Woridly contormauy faits inua uhiz categor>'; so, also,
dme want af strict honesu>' or prabat>'. A Christian
whose iniegri>' is daubied b>' those wba know bina, is
but a sonry apecimen. Christianit>' docs but tite for
a persan if i de, flot niake him strict>' honest ini ail
lines andin ail relations.

The total abstinence from sin aboutid rcsult.fromin.
tense hatred ot il. t aboutit shtin ail occasions. It
should b. induced by a close and spiritual walk
With GAd, and by the, prevaience of ail Christian
graces in the seul. It sliauld consist wiii close
syrnpauiy and fcllawshlp with ail God'à people ; and
pre.cminentiy, it shouid tollow a caxeful attention ta
what God's word teaches ni privilege and dut>'. lins
abstinence is Limmanded b>' tbe Lord. This covers
ail the ground. Our safét>', aur i'sefulncss and cor
religiaus growth are'serioasl>'involved in makaag ibis
abstinence total and perpetual.

*MORA4L COURAGE.

How rare it is I And yet how important I It i.
vess character with a ciarm which nette can fai ta
admire. Wlien Endoxia, the. Empress, threaiened
Chrysustoin, h. ad-' (in, utl ber 1 fuar nothing but
sinY When Vilirius, tiie Arian Emperor, sent Bail


