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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

$2,00 PER ANNUIZ IN ADVANOE.

C BLACKLTT ROBINSON, Ltitor and Preprietor,
QFFISE~NO. 8 JORDAN 8T, TOROKTO.

1t TO CORRESIONDENTS!

b
Lettord did articies fntended for the nextfyme should be fn the
hands of the Editor not later than Tuesday mo,

Post Oifice money orderar regis(ered letter A1 ovr RIAK,  Money
mailed in unregistered tetters will be ot the nak of the scmlder,

The figures following name va address label indicate the date to
ahic b the paper is paid  1hus  John Jones, 31 Decs 7, shows subscripe
tion pad up 10 end of 1877,

Ordera to discontinue, l!ke
aneunt due, or the paper will
ssbde anud ful) payment i made,

Reccipt ofmonc{j\ acknow ¢
< hange of figures on Tabel ; and i this is not done within fie wecks of
date of remittance thie m&hiuﬁtmhl be notified  Hubscriters should

paper must be accompanied Ly the
e stopped.  Sulseribers are respon

(no other receipt (s given) by a

(r-w\:lme ro tine exaplinglabel, ag, that wistakes, if any, way bLe core
rected. .

In changing an Addresy, itis necessary to send the otp as welt
s the cuw address,  The Jagge cantot be made onless thisas done,
Farnies remitting will pléase nite that &wmg the Township is quite use-
trav  the name of post offics atone s all that 1s requared,

Mr John Imrie, General Agent for THE Prrsoi TRRIAN, is now in
Lastett Ontario_pushing the interests of this jeurnal.  We conunend
b g the best offices of ministers and people.  Any asistancereudered
him in his work will be taken by us asa personal kinduess.

TORONTO, 1-'1{;1),\\', Nn\vnaflestz 5, 1877
A WORD WITH THE READER.

CCORDING to promise, we place before

our readers to-day THE PRESBYTERIAN

in its new shape and dress. The imprave: |

ments arc so sclf-cvident as to require no

lengthy remark, and we hope they will meet
the approval.of subscribers.

We ddsire, just now, to urge on all our
friends the importance of putting forth a spe-
cial effort to extend the circulation of THE
PRrESBYTERIAN. There are still thousands of
homes where it is not taken, where, if i1t were
regularly read, the people would. be beaefited,
and the various schemes of oour Church ad-
vanced. If ministers and members. who read
and value the paper as an instrument for good,
would let itbe kn&n that it will be furmished
fromi this date tjll3tlic end of 1878, along with
a copy of thegj‘q.s’m"n;m.-\r\' YEAR BOOK for
the usual subScription price—$2.00—we arc
surc many would send in their names. Now
is the time to go about the work. A lhberal
premium Jist, advertised on the last page of
this isstie, offers a variety of remuncration for
the labor jnyolyed. _

The price of THE PREsE TERIAN 15 some-
times urged against it.  “ We can get good
family newspapers gt $1.00 and $1.50,” urges
a wtll-to-do farmpxﬁ“and why should we be
asked to pay $:p0 for our Church paper?”
The-objection i8%bt a good one.  Weare quite
content if friends will only compare THE
PRESBYTERIAN with other denominational
periodicals. No other comparison can fairly
be made’; dnd sucli a corhparison we court,
Take the Canadian Baptist, the Christian
Guardian, or the) ‘,fc.\'éy/bm'(m Witness—they
arc allsimilar publitationsto ours ; and theyare
all two dollahpapers. Whyisthis 2 Simply
because such papers, having no daily from
which to get the type for a weekly cdition,
like the papers to which reference is made, can
not be printed atany figure below $2.00. This
has bédén demoristrated -over and over again in
Canada; and.i;;tlu; United States the religious
weekly isusuéll front$2.50 to $4.00—the ordi-
nary pric&’being $3:00. Let us hear no more
complaif® &jto the price! Butletevery one
help-to:bring about the time when we shall
be in a position tp<even improve the very

kil
Wq;zcchth century thought, the essayist says,

indsome shegtyoy sbnt out. -~
A

SECULAR AND RELIGIOUS EDUCA-
TION. ‘

T is very cvident that the present system
of education is not such as can be acv&ﬁ-
ed as satisfactory to the religious mox of
the corpmunity.  Episcopalians, antMethod-
ists ps.well as our own Asscmbly afid onc
of fifr Synods have from time to time given
utterance to felt dissatisfaction. And now
before the Baptist convention a most carcfully
prepared and able paper in the same direction
was read by Professor Wells, was well ‘fe-
ccived, and published in full in the Glbe
newspaper,  This is significant. i dmrgc
of adhercnce to the antiquated idea of a state
church and a desire for ecclesiastical aggran-
dizement has freely been brought ag:ﬁhst
others, but what will your sccu]nriﬁts'ho(\{
say, \ﬂ]l‘cn the most prorounced antﬂéofh_"sts of
state_chilrchism, ur churchism at all, approve
of \:hg lowing strong statements ? Itas true
tf\i{g\\thc object aimed at by the Baptist Issay-
ist, as chicfly b;r the Methodist advocates, .j
to show that Detominational Co//zgc‘\‘?rc
preferable to a non-religious state college, dnd
arc entitled to a share of the Goweks gcnt
support , nay, that such institutions arcethe
only proper outcome of carnest Christian
sentiment,  Still Prof. Wells admits that the
principles enunciated are far wider in their

reach, and apply cqually to the lowest schopl

From onc point of view as the college fofs
. N~
resident students takes the place of tl § Vi
it is :;nﬂ'c important that religious infl %ns
shauld¥surround the student than the child
living at home; but when, it is borne in
mind; first that the foundations of religious
character are gencrally laid before a young
man or woman is of age to cnter a college;
and also that not one in ten of our youth
ever reaches the college, the school bggomes ¢
an.immensely greater factor than the{oliege
in the result of national intelligence, rclfg}on,
and morality, After showing that education
is the offspring of Christianity which secks
the clevation of every man as a brother; that
the doctrines of the Bible are the most power-
ful stimulus cver applied to the human int: IJ
lect; that Christianity has “proved itgglf gle‘
fountain-head of all true civilization; the-xety
elixir%f the highest intellectual life,” and is
stil} ? \g?;ld to control the forces which are
sistlessly forward the great waves of

that this great end is best and most effectual-
ly to be accomplished by the religious de-
nominations directing and control'ing. the
education of the young. Then he asks what
is sccular education ? J 41
“Docs the phrase *“ Secular Education” faitly o cn}?{?‘
broad ground of intellectual and moral culture? g § 2
all refer to the monlding of the meatal habit and ThepMporal
character 2 Docs it not rather mean simply the nectssa
repdration of boys and girls for the duties of every-day-life,
y teaching them arithmetic, and-geography, and history,
and when desimable, Latin and Algebra, or chemistry and
physiologry. 1 hold that 1t 15 as utterly ihpossible to separ-
ate this lower work from the higher onc of mind and heart-
culture as it is to move.abody without changing its place, or
to-hamymer a malléable metal without altering its shape.
‘They gaihot be separaited in time.  The years during which -
lyis\:{tﬁxi&ic, and I atin,and chemistry must be learned are,
By joimutable law of nature, the very years during which;
heglierr.we will or no, the life-character, mental,.moral

teacher will almost invariably be to 4 great ektent
of thinking afterwards used in solving the most solemid ffgb-"
lems of life {social and political, moral and religious). e
habits, too, of truth or falschood, of -frankuess or insincer-
ity, of szcrlin%; fearless honesty, or of weak, contemptible
expediency, which are formed or confirmed on the college

might 1 1ot add religious?—is ﬁ]cncmlly determined.  Theyd matter proceeds, as it 4 \c\ﬁ
cannot be separated infact.  The modes of thinking acqitire
in the study of the text-book and under the dircclion{z{- t .

('3 .

cases, cling to the man or woman through ali the futuce. It
Is often argued or assumed that the.guestion n regard to
teachers and professors is slmply a qyistion of knowlclige
and ability.  Mathematics and sciencgiand history are, we
are told, matters o‘ fact and demonstration, ol of opinion ot
falth  Ience the idea of making -thq' question of icligious
character or religious belief vne aftlie'tests of & teacher’s fits
ness is denounced as the shallowest™onsense or the most
contemptible bigotry, *“1low,” it {sasked, and the udlection
may he interrogative, but the tone issthe tone of contempt,
¢ can such subjects as thess be taughP clther relipiously or
Irrcligiously #* What can cltlier religléd or_njomlity fave
to do with them or they withJdt ¥ 'he ineh \&.mmn thus
are often close stulents of the immatable laws dnd the subtle
forces of the world of matter 3 but They seem quite to forgret
that the world of mind is subject to lnwg‘cqua ly immutable
and forces cqually subtle.” .

Next comes the questin: § <

“\Who are the individuals prixﬁaﬂlx responsible for sccuring
theso results? The answer may be faten i one wotd—Par.
ents,  Christianity has exalted and sanctified the family
relation,  If the individual is the {usl, the family is:the
second unit in {ts social s{slcm. L the present Ua

the nced of some education 0!'!(?“ 3¢ yretty generally ad.
witted, but there is a very strong tendency to throw upon the
State the chief responsibility in ’ﬁoco 1 both- to detenmming
its character and providing for its supply.  With regand to
primary education 1t 1s so essential to the Lest intercsts of
socicty that every child should be taught to read and write,
that compulsory legislation and the use of public funds, for
the accomplishment of «us end, are proliably justifiable on
sound principles of Yolilicnl economy. 1}t this by no means
shifts the responsibility from parents.  I'tthaps our present
Common School system, in which the expense and the con-
trol are both divided between ther Government and the
people, is the best now attainable. T pry seriously doubt if
it be the best, absolutely. I believe that the father and
motlier who have a just appreciation of their own duty and
of all that is involved in cducation, will not yicld to any
society or Governinent whether genernl,_or municipal, the
right and responsibilig ofsayins: what sbA)l be the kind of
carly trawtung their children shall regeive, and what the
wental and moral character of4ig: nidn\Nor woman, to whose
moulding influence the plastic sotisdf théir loved ones shall
be committed.  As culture becomes 'more general, 1 have
little doubt that a time will arrive when no Chnistian pareats
will be willing to entrust the earl{ education of their children
[ to the hands of any teacher who has nay, in addition to-the
necessary qualities of head and heart, had-all the advantages
the best collegiate training can hestowafd whose life does
not give evidence of the indwelling powetof true religion.”

These are words wisc; weighty and far-
rcaching. But more is to follow:

“1 am convinced that the absolute divoree which our laws
new pronounce, and claun special cregity for pronouncing,
between religious and intellectual culturg}ris an unnatural as
what God hath
mayp be commit-
Let e

well as an unholy attempt to put gsu
joined together. I fear in thus spc;hnl}l
ting, in the view of many, the sin af, heterodoxy.
not, however be mistaken, The state is not to blame.; it
cannot Jo otherwise. It has no choice in thematter, Even
were it not precluded, as it is most effectually, by the differ-
ences of opinions and mutual jealousies of the sects, from
mahing provision fur scligious mstruction in the schools, it

could not attempt ~.ch a work without!gging entirely bevond
its sphere.  For any Government, ap§ wost assuredly for
those which are forced to_ fight Hisjr to the benches

through such sloughs, and to mhin¥ain themselves there by
such modes of warfare as our paﬂ;m]iliu scem to render
necessary - for Governments so formed and sustaned—to
undestake even by proxy the work of religious instruction,
would be indeed to put forth an unhallowed hand to steady
the ark of God. But the logical conclysen from the impos.
sibility of the State combining religious gni lar clements
in their systems of education seems to'int £3be not that those
clements cannot be combined, bufBihgt thd&dork of education
is one which does not properly sz 16-the state at all.
‘The method, then, by which I attefipt to reach a clear an.
swer to the problem set me is by showing, that as Christian.
ity is the most powerful patron, and the most preserving
strength of all sound leamning and all intellectual activity,
she cannot in the nature of things stand aloof from their pro-
gress—that the best interests of society and of the humsn race

emand that she should permeate all learning with her own
spirit and should lead the outgoings of all intellectual life in
her own right channels; that in order 1o do this she must
. carry the might of her holy motives and influences to the
fountain heads, or in other words, mu¥ dwell asa living
presence and controlling powerin sur schols and colleges—
that she cannct in the naturéyof thi o this while those
schools and col} are so 1t d managed, that
she is either forbidden to cross the ghresholds or permitted to
do so only formally 25 a strangdr and a guest,—that this
state of things can bcchnn{:scd and religion installed in her
true position only in schoals and colleges, built up, endowed,
and managed by religious bodies, and that the present state
of division in the Christian Church renders it impracticable
for this to *. done except by the denominations, as a rule,
doing 1t tor themselves,

Onur-space will not allow of,further comment
‘now, but as discussion on éﬁ&\all-ixqportant
: @a:tly destined
do in view of sesetp3hings which are
oming to light in connecti®n ith our present
purely secular system, we shall endeavor to
do our part towards securing a moral and
God-fearing education fer the youth of our

play-ground and-in the college halls will, in the;majority of
4

beloved jcountry.
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