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Mecdern Pigeon Shooting.

In two aceent pigeon matches between
two wellkuown eaperts, cach mateh being
at 10 pigerns cach. all the pgeons were
killidl «xeent one, that is 399 were kalled
wus of 400 shot at. Thix leads us to re-
mark that there is something radically
wiong abuut th« present methods i vogue
for trappig  amd shooting  live  birds.
Where, #s at present, the shooter stands
at about 30 vavds, with gun to shoulder,
it i~ hut the work of the fraction of a
seeend for even the veriest “dudfer” to
cover his bird before it has had time to
get umder way, as a rale, and in many
justances he has 1o wait for the bird to
rise hefore giving it its quictus.  Really
sporting shots are rare under such con.
ditinns, and the killing 100 of these birds
in succession, does not rank very high as
a feat with the shot gun. To Knock o
Wlock off a post at 30 yards 100 time< in
saueession would not be cousidered a feat
of warksmanship worth noticing, and yet
sonte pigeon matches rank very little high
er.

The essence of ones enjoyment with
the gun or rile, is the fecling that yows
game has a fair chance to put its pow-
ers of flight and cscape against your skill
and a true sportsman will decline to entes
the wort ot whare his quarry is unlair-
Iy handicapped. YFor this reazon we think
pizeon shnoting might be raised to a igh-
er piane, I fome means were devised to
give the bird a chance to get up zome
specd and to exercise to somic extent the
meatis of caape nature has given it.

Some device by which the bird would
he screencd from the view of the shooter
until 3t had pained its specd, would be
Lctter than that now used, and it should
not tax onc’s ingenuity very much to ef-
fect this purpose. One scheme suggested
is to trap the binl from the centre of a
semitreular  screen, say, fifteen  yards
wide a=d five yvards decp at the centr2
and  1micsed 12 inches from the mround,
and completely covered. This would be
closcd at the side next the scorc. aud
open alongy the whole of the other or
cireular edge  The bird would be released
from one trap at the back and would
have the whole mnge of the covered
scrcen in which 1o get up speed and cheose
its course of flight. Trapping could be
done: from a pit at the back of the screen.
Thiz might not he a perfeet scheme to
cffect & cure for the evil mentioned. but
it might be a cons’derable improvement.
I{ not. no Jdoubt some of our ingeniouc
sprrting friends can suggest one.

Walkerville Gun Club.

The following records were made at ¢he
Walkcrville Gun Club shoot on Satunday,
Sept. 20th, A, W. Reid winning the regu-
Jar cub cvent, twenty targets, by break.

jag 19 Webster, in class B, won with 18:
Targets ceee o0 .. 10 10 10 10 10 *29
Cike oo o0 oo oo 310 7 9 8 W8
SWHL 0o oo .o «eae 6 8 8 7 1017
T. Reid .. .... .. 8 8 9 8 10 17
A.W. Reid .. ... 8 .00 0 o Y
Mawionald... .. .. 3 5 6 .. .. 9
AbBett ciiiee e eeee T 6 0 6 .0 M
Webster oo o0 veeee 8 .0 oo 2 0018
Weal «o ve eeee ... 8 9 . W D5
GIECL ve 0o o0 v0 o0 0 o0 o oo o VT

*'lub cvent.

The principal cvent of the day was

the contest for the King trophy and Es
sex County Championship between AL W,
Reid and E. G. Swift, both of Walker
ville. Mr. Reid had won the Trophy =t
the Walkerville Labor  Dav shoot, and
thiz was the first individual challenge for
it. ‘The mateh, at fifty singles and ten
jars, was won by Mr Reid with the
splendid score of 65 out of 70, Mr. Swift
serving™52.  The tropby has been up for
compttition sevaml times, the best pre-
vious score by any winner being 61,

The following is the full score for the
Riug Tropliy:—
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A. W, Reid

E. G. Switt.. .. ..

2t & autt pud it pud Pt Pud pust Pt
O C O pt 1t gt gt bt O Pt
O 1t DO D peet ot it pd pt
0 et ot Pt s et P St Pt Pt
o pt bmd et fod it od Bt P pd
ot C at gt ot ot pud o Pd Pmd
Pt et ot D Vet pat Db Pt Pt Pt
TTLTTT
(=)
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DOUBLES.
A WL Reidoo.. oLl W1 0111 1N
11 111 11 N-—-1n
B G Swift .. oo .. 1101111 1
11 11 10 10 0015

Total:—
ATV Reid covvieee cvarne cevens oo o0 B0
E. G. Swift ..... .. v eee eve nes ees O2
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Afr. A. W. Reid was called ugon to de-
fend his tit'e to the championship of
Esscx on Oct. 13th, Mr. Thes. Wear bemg
challenger, and backing his opinion with
the cuctomary deposit of §5.00. The re-
sult was a sccond victory for Mr. Reid.
The scares were: Reid, 38; Wear, 51.
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QOn Tucsday, Oct. Gth, W. R, Croshy

defeated Fred. Gilhert for the “E.C7 eup

with a score of 126 to 123 ont of 100 »in-

gles and 25 pairs,
- -

John Formly, of Formly, Englad, hax
rcecured a United States patent on & weans
for sighting fircarms by the ceyve alone
This invention comprises a back sight
divided by vertieal and horizontal wires,
sai:l horizontal wires being so spaced that
each corresponda to a known range, and
fore right comprising wires extending m 2
diffcrent direction relatively to those of
the spaces in said back sight, the lower
part oi the said double fore sight serves as
a means for enabling the scale of the back
sight to be used twize over and keeping
the size of the back sight within reason-
able limits. A framed back sight divided
by vertical and horizontal wires licing so
spaced that each corre:ponds with a kuown
range, for use ip conjunction with a sin-
gle or double fore sight cousisting of a
frome mounted on a barrel and having
wireg diagonally strefched therein in such
menner as to divide up the spaces of the
back sight.

1\ back sight consisting of = fulding
frame having wires stretched  veitically
and horizentally across same. said hori-
zontal wires being so spaced that cach cor-
responds with a known range, and a #*id-
ing sight across same in combination with
a fore sight condisting of a single or dou-
ble folding frame having wires stretched
dizgenally across it or them and a bead-
sight below same, the thickness of the
metal forming the frames being in all cases
presented to the eye and the breadth of
the said metal being disposed longitudin.
ally of the gun, substantially as deseribed
for the purpose stated.
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The following reply to a query pertain-
ing to it is worth reading and noting, It
appeared recently in the Loadon Field:

In order to enlighten our correspondent
and others interested in the above subject,
we have made a large number of cxperi-
ments. Three 12-bore shot barrels, with
highly polished bores were used, made of
three  different  kinds of metal, viz.,
Krupp's special gun steel, Whitwortli's
fluid preseed steel, and a very soft steel
made by the Sicmens-Martin process.
Both hard and soft shot were used, with
arious kindx of wadding. The results of
our trials may be summed up in a few
wonrds, The leading of gun harrels is
cauzed entirely by the absence of a suit-
able lubricant. So long as the barrel is
lughly polished, it matters little of what
metal it is composed. In the abscuce of 2
Iubricant of proper consistency hard shot
leads more than soft shot. Various lubri-
cants were tested, their value for this pue-
pose being in the following ender: Mutton
sue!, Russian tallow, Webley's Semper
Ydem,™ vasscline, almond oil and olive ail.

Corrobormative evidence of the above was



