
THE ONTARIO FARMER,

froc frein straw and stones, aud pile thein into a
heap, which must bc pattcd downi fimmly, aud ai-
lowcd te boat; wheu well warnicd ail through it
shouid be shaken out, and ugain made into a heap,
changing the sides luto the middle. After two or
thrce Ilheatings I the dung will beceme sweetwhich
suay bc known by placing a picce of glass on the
heap, sud if the %vatcr that condenses on it is clear,
tlic material wvill bie fit ta forin into abed. Theobed
may bo of slniost any dimensions, but a rounded
ferm Wst, as givîng a greater surface froin which
to gather the mushirooms; say sonie 2l foot broad
by 2 feet thick, rouuded off, others 18 luches or 2
feet thick. sloping te nothiug. It inust bc put te-
gether rather fimmily, sud shouid ho neither too hot or
tee dry. In afew days the heap ivill in ail prebabilîty
hoat violently, sud wvhcn the temperature bas falien
te 70' or 75' Fali., will bc about the best time te
put in t.he spawn. Aftcr the insertion of the spawu,
whicli should be broken jute pieceýs, the size of hen!s
eggs, and pluced lu holes about 0 lu. spart, the sur-
face of the bcd should be patted together with a
spade, and then covered wvith a layer of straw about
6 ini. thick. Iu about ton or twelve days examine
the bed, sud if you do net sec the thin wvhite fila-
ments ofthe inyceluin spreading eut from the lumps
of spavn, it is certain that the heat is net sufficient,
or the spawn is bad. If the former the wvhole bcd
bad better be pulled te pices sud re-made; if the
latter, procure fresh spawn, whicli should be pluced
la difféet boles to, the first. But if the spawu lias
begun te run you may procecil to cover the bod wlith
su inch or au inch and a haif of good loain, which
sbould ho patted close sud geutly watered eud the
coecring restered.

This form of bced will do for a cellar, outhouse,
cuphoard, or the open air, but if the latter it
should bo covercd with straw, at Ieast a foot lu
thickuoess. When the mushroomis are gathered a
littIe e.artlî should bo placcd in the bobes 'wbcnce
tbey are talion. As te the kind of spau'u te use, 1
tbink the Frenchi is undoubtcdly the bcst, as what
la geucrally houglit at the seedsmen's is too bard sud
dry, whorcas the Frenchlisl in thiu flakes, cut frein
heaps of mycellum. Dreppiugs obtalncd frein a
miii tract, invariably contain spawn, sud bave
oniy te ho placed lu smali heaps to produce abuin-
dant creps of musbrooms. Iu the neighborhood of
Paris theso doudzous fungi are growu iu caves either
underground, or cxcavated lu the side of a hlI, aud
even in the deserted sîste sud stene quarrics, as at
Prepillon, Méry-sur-Oise, -where at eue tinie ne
fewer than 21 miles of beds %vere lu full beanîng. 0f
course, lu these comparatively warm subtorranesu
caves a bed des net require uuy cevering, but yiclds
abundant crops fer two, tîr-ce, or even four moutbs.

There is lu fact, scarcely any kiud of wsste space
whcre mushoooins miglit not ho grown-iu pots sud
old tubs under the stage of grecubouses, ou the
shelves in stables; indeed, lu any situation wiierc
sufficient dung eau ho placcd te hoat, or mcerely
enough for the.spawn tosproad if artificially warmed.

THE BEET AS AN ORNAMENTAL PLANT.

Englisb gardeners new cuitivate the beet as u
o rusmoutal foliaged plant, sud css it wlth tho very
best varieties cf the Celeus and other hlghly cstecm.-
efoliage plants A correspondent cf the English

Journal of Horticulture says :

1 arn inciined to think that where Coleus will
flot bc!d out beet stands first sunong red leavcd
plantl; As itis beconiing fasliionablo,wae nay very
soon look for great improvements in color; 1 dare
say that thrceoyears henco we shall be lupossos..
sion of varicties with, leavcs even brightcr than the
young and central ones of Draciene purpurca. On
April 24, 1869, 1 sowed a packet of Royal Osborne
bout, and placed the box in which, it was sown on
the top of a dung heap Tt came up freely. Wlxen
large enougli to handie, 1 prickcd the plants into
pots, placing about six in a four-inchi pot. Early
in June 1 put them, ini ribbons in the bed; they
grew rspidly, and were the admiration of ail who
saw them. In color <crimson-purple), in formn, and
in power of rosisting both sun and main, Royal Os-
borne beet is ail that eau be wvished for. Iresine
plantod close te it, had te hide its dimini8hed hcad.
You miglit sec your face in the gloss of tho leaves.
One bced wss plantcd thus :-the conter of Cisoraria.
mnaritina, then a double row of beet, a double row of
Flewer of Sprîng Pelargoniura, sud an outer ring of
Iresine. Everybody wvho saw it thought it beauti-
fui.

One great inerit beet bas, is its durability. Coleus,
Iresine, Orach, Perilla, vanish, disappear, but beet
b nlds on till you want your ground for bulbs. Whon
1 tooki my plants up, Oct. l8th, they wero as bright
as ever I stored themn in sand, aud I shall plant'
thern out again in the beginuing of April, aud expeot
thein to make a bosutiful edging te a bcd of tuiips.,
They are now sending up a nuinher of beautiful
Magenta colorod leaves at the crown, aud would, 1
am sure, bc beautiful for silver vases on a dinu'er
table, with any eue who had stove heat te force
thoni fer the purpose, Thero is, 1 kuow, a promu-
dice against the beot on account of its being edible.
A great gardener, net far frein this, is very leud in
bis condemuation of it Ho says that if we bave to
go3 te the salsdl bowl for our flower , ,rgarden it is time
te shut up alto,"ether. 1 do not agreo with him If'
a thing is beautiful, it being usefuil siso, is no de-
menit in mny oyes.

OROPPING OROHIRDS.

I uoticed recently in your journal conmmunications
on the bad policy of r.ropping orchards with grain.
No doubt your cerrospondents are right se far, as
half-way culture is practised. But under good cul-
tivation, ne such condition as stuutcd trees, or
inouse-ear Icaves of a velvety celer will bo soon.
Ever sinco 1 came to this neighborhood, I have been
a close observer of the différent kinds of fruit raised.
here, which is a very profitable branch of agrricul-
turc. Net *ouly h'as there been marked success lu
the raising of app les, but aise in peaches, quinces,
st-vnwberries and grapes. 0f flic latter over sixty
acres are planted eut on an ares ef about feur miles'
fronting on Lake Bre. But te returun to the subjeot
of apples, I wiiI try te show that grain-growing in
orebards is net ait moonshine.

Thirteen years ago a noighbor of mine had about
throe acres of orchard containing old trees. lié
planted the remainder of the field, about threo acres.
more, the old as well as the young trocs being xnost-
ly B. 1. Greeuings. Every alternate ycar the or-
chard has been in Fall wheat, yielding frein twenty--
five to thirty-five bushels te the acre, the other
jyears it would be put lu wlth, somnetfius barley,
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