
track, led b:y thie d ivine liand, and yet in a inanner hiarînoînous
wvithi humanl freedoni. I would observe further that Cyrus mnade
thie proclamation of lus own free wviIl. God stirred bis lieart, but
<lid not coxupel hiim to take this course. Whot 1 inan is just this.
(X'ot. acted upon the mmid of Cýyrtîs iii such a way thiat lie wviling(,ly
mnade thie proclamation. It may hiave 'been thiat God i.,.-flueinced
the heart of Cyrus indirectly ratiier than directly, throughl liuman
means and instrunientalities. It is possible thiat Daniel înay have
hiad ani interview with this noble prince in Babylon, and pointed
ont to inii the grand opportunity that hie hiad to confer special
favor upon. the desolate Jews, whio were piningr for their native
land. Josephius distinctly states that Cyrus w-as shown the places
in Isaiahi whierc !l was mentioned by naie, an(l his duty indicated
to him. Granted that tiuis was the case, nevertlîeless Cod was
bebind controlling and directing ail these agencies, so that they
xnight have the. dcsired effect. Stili, ve mnust guard agaînst sup-
posingr that God wroughlt upon thie nîiind of, Cyrus in any arbitrary
inanner, that God compelle(l lim to do whiat lie was unwillingr to do.
It w-as a free, spontaneous action on the part of Cyrus. A great
chiangre camne over hiis motives, a strange impulse came upon hlmii,
and lie of luis own free w-ill issued the great proclamation. Man is
free. Yet, !-,, would not be free, if hie were forced to do right.
Mmnd cannot be governed by thie saine lawvs as inatter. ilMmnd can-
not be controlled by force." "lCompulsion is an impossible element
in the governmnent of min(." You nîay compel a person to do a
tlîing, but aIl thle sanie, you have not carried liisv~olitions. Godlbas-
access to the hurnan mind, to the source of miotive and 'volition,
tiut hoe acts in sucli a way thiat the huian -%vill thius acted upon ý%vill
freely, and of itself, origtinate grood action. Persuasion, drawing,;
not compulsion, is thie divine, inetliod. GoO wvill not violate hiumnan
freedoni, God nover compelled anyone to do a rigbt action, nor to,
becomne a Clîristian%. Christ hiimnsolf refusing althoughi possessed of
divine powver, to, use any cocoive measures, niournfufly said, admit-
ting' the freedomn of the w'iIl to clîoose good or evil, 'Ye will not
couie unto mie thiat ye înighlt hlave life*" Cyrus freely, willingly,
mnade the proclamation.

III. \Ve comne to notice briefiy the substance of thîe proclama-
tion. Tlie great central topic is evidently-"ý the building of an
house." Even the returni of the captives, if -%ve take a profound
conception of the etlîical. signification of the record, is but a mneans

.Sennon.


