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PLEASAN?® HOURS,

e

Turn It Down, Boys'!

BY BREV. EDWARD A. RAND.

Tr urged to lift the glass that tempts,
In city grand or humble town,

je he that tempts the king or crar, ,
Quick, turn your glass, and set it down !

1f thoserthat ask you vex and tease,
Perhaps condemn you with a frown,

Be firm—mind not the laugh and snier--
Quick, turn your glass and set it down |

If health you crave and strength of arm,
Would keep your hardy hue of Lrown,
Nor have the scarlet Hinsh of sin,
Quick, turn your glass and set it down |

If in your trouble others say,
“1In sea of drink your sorrows drown,”
Liook out, lest drowned the drinker be !
Quick, turn your glass, and set it down !

Cold water, boys ! Hurrah, hurrah,

Will help to health, wealth, and renown,
If urged to give these treasures up,

Quick ! tarn your glass and set it down !
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0D WANTS CLEAN HEARTS, AS
WELL AS CLEAN HANDS.

BY THE REV. W, T, CRAFTS,

(Murk 7.1-23.)

WHEN Jesus was living with men on the
earth, there wore many people vho had
su little understanding of religion, that
- they thought in WAS. more Tnportant to

have clean hands thay clean hearts,

These men washed their handg before
each meal, which was very proper ; and
they washed ‘their pots  and cups and
brazen vessels anqd platters Very many
times, which was 1} right ; only they made
the 1uistake of thinking that this would
take the place of having  theje heavty
washed from sin. God hag taught these
Jews that it was their duty to cleanse their
bodies and also to cleanse theip hearts, und
they forgot the mast aportant part about
the heart clu:msing. Jesus said to them -
“From within, out’' of the heart of men,
evil thoughts proceed.”

Mothers sonetimes w
of their children with soap-suds, when
they have been saying vulgar or profane
or lying words; but the mouth isn't go
much to blame as the heart, for a child
alwags thinks a bad thing in his heart be-
fore he speaks it with his mouth.  Mather
can't reach down the throut and wash the
bad thoughts out of your heart, and so
you must ask God to do that,

ash out the mouths

Now I want to tell you a story about a
boy who made the saine kind of a mistake
as those old Jews, about being clean,

I say, Harry, what has made you take
this wonderfully clean fit all of a sudden 1"
asked John Shelfard of his little brother,

#ho was drying hia hands after 4 vigorous

she took the forhidden fruit,”
. b

pinpiang,

“This is the seventh time I
hisve a

enyon go to the pump and wash
your liands to-day.”

|
Harr :

“CWaell, but washing your hands won't
miake you strong.”

“Yos, it will, The Bible says so.”

1 don’t believe i does,” said John.

“Twm sare it does, though,” returned
Harvy, positively,  « Papa read it at
prayers this morning : ¢ Yo that hath clenn
hands shall bLe stronger and  strongor ;
and Harry waved his arms in the air, and
wens through sutdry gyminastic exercises,
as 1f to see whether his numerous  wash-
ings duving the day had increased his
strencth,

" Well, you don's sappose that means
really clean hands ' You are silly Vioy.
You have had all your trouble for notl-
ing.”

** No, T haven't !
if the Bible doesn’t
says.”

So, in the eveniug,
had come home from business, as soon as
ke had finished his tea, Harry began :

* Papa, doesn’s the Bible say that if you
have ‘clean hands’ you'll be strong 27

** Certainly, my boy,” said Mr. Shelford,
smiling. “Isee you remembor what wo read
this morning, how Job said - ‘The vight-
eous also shall hold on hig way ; and he
that hath clean hands shall be stronger and
stronger.””

“ There,” eried Harry, *“T knew T was
right ! And washing your hands will make
Yyou strong, won’t it 7”7

It is very good for litile boys to wash
themselves, and it helps to wake therm
strong and healthy if they keep clean ; but
there ave some staius that we ca’t get out
with soap and water, and it was freedom
from these stuins that the Bible meant.
The other day I saw a little boy 1ift his
hand to strike his sister, That made it far
dirtier than if he had been making mud-
pies for a whole day:”

Harry blushed, and his papa went on :

“When T was a little boy T was taught
1t was my duty to keep my hands from
picking and stealing,  Picking, you know,
means taking Hitle things that don't belong
to you ; like steating Inmps of sugar out of
mamma’s cuphoaed, - or pieking fruit off the
young trees that 1 tell you not touely,”

“Then Eve nunde hér hands dirty when
‘put in John,
sabion was getting

seeanse I want to be strong,” replied

I'll ask papa to-night
really mean what it

when Mr. Shelford

who feared the conver
personal.

““Yos, indeed, she did ; and no one can
tell the number of soiled hands that have
beon the vesult of that action.  Now,
John, e you remember the name of a
man who “stretehed forth his hands to
vex certain of {he church 2’ That made
his hands very divty. indeed.”

“That was Herad, papa, when he killed
Junes and put Poter into prison.” :

“Yes s and do you know who it was
who tried t eleny himsolf from the blame
of a very temible act, by washing lLis
hands ¢

Roth boys were stlent, and My, Shelford
asked again

“ Who took witer and wastiod liis hands,
saying, *Tam inwocent of the bloud of this
just person 777
** Oh, that was Pilate, [
when he et the people crucify Jesus,”
“Yess but the oy, of siv was just as
mich on his soul after he had washed Lis
his hands ag before ; and it s the same
with our sins, whether wo call them little
Or great s we cannot, get vid of them, or
of their consequences, howeyorp we try to
01_01“' ourselves.  No washing of oup own
wxvll do it. o what must wz do, Harry ?
“‘heu you make your handg dirty with
domgy\\:r.’mg things, how can they be made
clean7”

“God can wash them,
what you Hean, isn't it ?
said 1 Wagh me, and |
than snow.’”

*“And Peter,” added Johu,
Lord Jesus to wash not, o]
his bands and his heud ;

teed only have L
L0y

pr raid Haery,
L X3

Papa.  That ig
Beeause David
shall be whiter

“asked the
¥ his feet, byt
but Jesus said he
s feet washed,”
s 5 bacause, as the Lo suid, he wag
washed already by faitl iy Christ's cleans.
Ing word. Tt was tle Sne  cleansing ghag
David meant whe, he prayed : ‘Create in
me a clean heayt,

O God " and | want
my daar boys to pray too

Father's will that

—

¢ Wash me, but not my feet alone—
My hands, my head, my heart.’

Then you will havy
promised to him ¢t
and a pure heart ;’

¢ the blessing that iy
hat “hath clean hands
and you will every day
grow * stronger and strouger’ in the best
kind of strength, til] you are like those to
whom 8t. John said : *I have written unto
you, young men, because ye are strong.’”

.

WHAT TO DO WITH ONES BIBLE,

BY REV. J. H. JAMES,
THE Bible of

your own is not to be kept
on a shelf merel

¥ to show as one of your
treasures, but to be used every day, M
secw to think it is enough to be able to

T have read so many chapters in the
Bible.” The question in regard to all read-

ing is not how much the eye has passed

over, but how much hag remained in the
memory,

If you were far away from home, and
your father were to wiite to you about
coming home, telling you what railroads
you were to travel on, and what trains to
take, cautioning you about wrong trains,
and telling you all you needed to know of
your journey, it would be wise to have that
letter with you and read all its directions
very carefully, over and over again.  Thig
is just what our Heavenly Father has done
in this book. He has pointed out the way
to heaven, giving us nany counsels to kee
us from getting astray, and particular di.
rections as to our course each day. Yethe
knows that in order to get the full benefit
of his instructions, we must be really in-
Lerested in the book. 8o he has taught us
many things by pleasing stories whicl, hel
us to see how he wants his children to live,
Now it is not best for one to go picking
out here and there a story, and neglecting
other things ; yet I think mogt children
will find more interest in the blessed Book
if they learn first aboug J esus and his life
on earth from the parts of the New Testa-

any
say,

ment that make these things plain. In
reading the stories, however, we must be

careful to get not merely the facts but the
les:on they are meant to teach us,

The other day a boy, who is far from hig
parents at school, had a letter from home,
He cannot rcad writing very well, so he
took the letter to a friend to read to him
that ho wight know exactly what his
mother said to him. So you should get
your friend to help you to understand this
wonderful letter from heaven.  The object
of Sunday-schaool teaching and of preaching
is to help people understand the Bible. It
is delightful to talk over its precious lessons
with friends wiser than ourselves.

. But no
human friend eup give us such help as we
get by asking for the Holy Spirit.

There
romises about, this mat-
v understand and do oy
you will do well to find
for yourselves, to often think of, and to

ask the Lord to fulfi] to you.  John 14,
26, and Rzekiel 36, 27.

are two precions i
ter of helping ug ¢
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ONE TEMPERANCE PLEDGE,

BY L. 8.

Nor very long ago, in the
of Scotland, lived, a little bo
of . Charlie McNairn,
thoughtful bay and had his own ideas aboug
everything.  One night he attended » tem-
perance lecture in which total abstinence
wus very heartily cncouraged, and he be-
gan to think it was not right to drink
intoxicating liquors, even in small quanti.
ties. Having cone to this conclusion, he
mide up his mind to sign the pledge, which
he did very soon afterwards,

His father beiug a shopkeceper, kept a
good deal of liquor forsale. He was there-
fore very much annoyed when he hLeard
what Charlie had done; aud, though the
poor boy had promised not to drink, him-
self, he wag obliged, for the sake of peace
with his father, to sell out the stuft’ to
others, very much against his will Yyou may
be sure.

One afternoon some of his playfellows
came to see him. They were a good deal
younger than Charlie, gnq after spending a
very bleasant time, My, MeNairn said

Charlie, you hag better go home with
the children, ‘and see that no harm befalls

them.”
ery gladly obeyed, for

-Charlie v
favourite af the home of the child

northern part
¥ by the name
He was 5 very

he wus a
ren,

® bidding and

‘quitting school, which he did at an €&

_ever been

. N
They reached home in good tlmﬁ;ute&
Charlie went in to rest a few vr\;lheﬂ
though he was not very tired. 0.
was about to leave, Mr. Patersol
father of the children said : . pring
“’Bide a wee bit, laddie. J eannics o bo
something to warm the lad up 'll)lebeﬂ“n
goes. 1t's a cauld nicht, and l},e wi .
the waur o’ something warm. father’®
Jeannie very gladly ran at her K Me
brought the toddy flas ‘{;indly,
Paterson poured out a glass, saying
**Take that, my lad.” lie had
All through this ceremony, Ch{‘tlpmenﬁi
been trembling with nervous oxel 1 beed
for this was the first time he h&ince he
offered spirits, away from home, }?e mail;
signed the pledge. ~Nevertheless mere
tained his ground bravely, and stat ir I'p
out the words, “No, thank you, Bib
temperate,”

. d
an
1t required a great deal of stl‘effg(t’?ebbed
courage, but Charlie has never lIl'ef::tersoB
uaking the sacrifice. Kind Mr. though?
did not, urge it, though he said he ns ip
the lad had got some foolish notio
his head, eranc®
Charlie is now a very earnest teth qigned
worker ; but he says if he had pole"dou ¢
the pledge and keps it, he had hts unk*“d
about his now being a miserable dr
his liking for drink was so strong. .
Let all who read this bit of Char ;0 poyé
perience take warning, so that O‘w:)]e and
and girls may grow up to be no
strong men and women !
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THE LUCKIEST FELLOW.

. W in
“Frep Dixox is the luckiest f‘?lg"le .
town; everythings he wants he gets id yov
thing he undertakes prospers. at 8°
hear he has the place at Kel},y’ﬂ tha!
many have been trying to get? o
~ “Youdon't say'so! Why, he i

young man to fill so responsible 8
tion.”

a8 Ver.y
pos”

«whe
“Yes,” added the first speaker, s
always would stand on the top of the chols®
inschool ; though not, the brightest Ss po
he managed to carry off the honour rliez
age than most of his classmates, b%c?;:s
had to help to support his widowe o only
and younger brothers and sisters: 11-othe?
had to ask for a situation, and 1d' ae had
applicants were ruled -out, and Fr
the preference.” W

Boys, “Qur Roys,” do you kI.lok it
Fred Dixon? 1f you do don’ thlﬁi m the
luck that helps himn along, gives ‘n first
laurels at school, aids him to obtai rust
class situations, put him in places © untar
and honour, where a good name oI'k pack
nished character is required. Loowas' not
in the pages of his life. Seo if ho W28 Ty
studious at school, fair and Squart{ oblig
his boyish games, gentlemanly an¢ gk 8
ing, honest in all his dealings. - ktO )
friends if truthfulness, faithfulnessno his
duty, steadfastness of purpos? are he b
characteristics. Find out whether he >
known to frequent a
shops, gambling dens and kindre ‘o
of vice ; whethor he spends his £pa 5
in filling his mind with trashy hter 8
such as is thrown hroadeast over ou 1 upo®
in the shape of dime novels. Depen,‘es fel-
it, boys, you wil] never be ‘‘the luCk}’lOnesW-
low in town,” unless you earn it b)_’d ity
and integrity of character, and fide
all your undertakings. .

e
gher

any

tare
nd:

e
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“DUTY FIRST, PLEASURE AFTP
WARD.” ’

“A DISAGREEABLE old saw,” did yO“a:':,y
Perhaps it does seem s0 when the p esom‘
Is very inviting and the duty very 1¥ nyor
by contrast; and yet T doubt if 2 1
eéver made a saccess of life who turne gur?
‘““old saw” and tried to make *° Ple&mﬂ'
first” the rule. Ty is suid that » f:gh of
Who was poor when a boy was as ef
he becanugrich. He repllyied, “ My flf:b:;
taught me never (,, play until my wol‘n i1l
finished, and never 1, spend moncy ‘;wur’s
had earned it. 1f | had bLut one afte’
work in the day, T must do that m'St’I’ ooﬂld
that I was allowed to play. Then had 87
play with more pleasure than if T £ do*
unfinished task. I formed tho habit ©

ing everything in time. It soon be oo

sady to do so.

.



