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THE SMBBATH SOIIOOL.
4.

A SMLARIEI) SUPERINTENDENT.

Soiiii titue ago one of the daiiy papers containcd tho stateinent that a
certain 'Sabbatlî school in New England pays its Superintendant, a regu-
lar salary, anid that he devotes his îvhole tume to the interests of the
school, visiting faîîilies, looking, after absent soholars and other similar
euiployîîacnit. The school is a large one numbering about 1000 inenibers,
and tîjias requiring niuch tinte ani thought in iLs proper management.
Tia is to, soine estent a iiew departure in the riglit direction -%vhicli is
wveli worthy of the attention of ail those engaged in the religious trai-
mng of yonth. It is of course uiot practicable, neither is it desirable Wo
have paid officers in any one of the overv.hlelmning majority of Sabbatlî
achools, yet when the schiolars, are numbered by hundreds in any one,
the adrantages to be obtairied by a properly trained and quaiified, leader
must be apparent to ail], whilu the time requireci in sucli a case is more
titan usually cati bc given by any one engagced in other daily toil. The
above itemi of nuews, howuvter, i8 sugestive, not so inui as au exaniphe
to bu, copied, as on accotunt of the principles of wvhich it is the exempli-
ficatiozi. Sabbatli sohools for the niost part, as at present conducted, aro
largely deficient in those things necessary te succu-ss ini other fields of
labor. There is but littie of systeni, of wise foretogliorht and of uninter-
nîiittiing attention Wo minute details. The tcachers, as also the superin-
tenident, too ofUten obtin their positions, not, on accounit of fitniess, nor
of the tinte at their disposai for the stuciy of the lesson, or the visitationl
of their pImpils, but sinuplly on accounit of their'tardily expressed wil.lig-
niess Wo hielp on the good work. This state of matters shouid not be,
nieither =au we cxpect proper results until it is ail changed. Our' Saviour
thargud his disciples to bu "ýviso as serpents and harmiless as dores," and
if thero is any sphere ef Christian. duty thLt calls for our best wisdom iu
planning and executingy, ilost triiy it is iii the seltool wliere young ininds
are to bc indoctriniated in tho trutha of salvation, and in the duties to
whichi they are sonn W he called as active mnibers iii the Churcli. Goci
h"s giveu us tact and judginent, and we, use thein freely in, the ordiniary
affairs of life. Thu fainier îi'epare.s the soi], sows tue seed and pritys for
the Divine blcsslugi in the copious shoivers, nover doubting but that the
harvest wili assuredly corne, îvhielh, agin.i patienitly and carefuily lhe
gathiies iinW his capaclouis bar-ns, so, it is thu saine judgiuent and commnon
sense, sainctifiedÀ by Divine grace, that ire so iiiuchli ced iu our schoois
iiu ordui' that the preparatian of the youmg Jiearts and the sowiiug of the
spiritual seed1 nay produce an almifditut harv'cst. Great progress lias
been utu-ade in this direction during te few years past, associations have
bteît foritiud, and tualars metiings held, in îvhiceh the lessons airu care-
fully sttidit!d, plans for the conduct of the sehool unatured, uicthods of
teacuiug anid the genurai needs discussed, andi above ail united pi'ayer is3
oIi'ured :t tito throue of grItce. Lt was such a meeting of the disciples
iii t.he upper roonu at Jerusliu that preeded the Pentecostal effuision of
the I-hdy Spirit, and it is upon such united àintelligent prayerful effort
thut tlue promnises tire coniditioiicd. "6The children of titis world are in
tlieir g.*uutiration iser thau the children of Iie'ht. "-J. T.
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