THE

MONTHLY

REVIEW:

DEVOTED TO THE

CIVIL GOVERNMENT OF CANADA.

Vou. L]

FEBRUARY, 1841.

[Ne. IL

POLICY OF THE

N o.

Our former artitle on this subject, in the
first number, gave a general view of the lead-
ing principles by which the Government ts
gulded, and answered the cluef'abjections w hich
have been made to its admimstration.  There
are still other matters that have been scarczly
touched, but which contrnibute to form the
character of the Government, ar.d wu. insome
degree impress the same character upon the
people. 'The latter are not so plastic as to
réceive any impression, nor can they be mould-
ed into any form at the pleasure of asuperior ;
but deference 1s paid to the voice of enhghtencd
reason, especially when 1t 18 found to be stu-
dious of thewr mterests, observant of their
opinions and feelings, and more solicitous to
bensfit than iv govern, making the latter but a
means to the former. The exerrisc of reason
msuch a spmt will nspire confidence, and
confideace will lead to a cheerful adoption of
such principles, and co-operation in such mea-
sures, as are designed to promote the common
end, and subserve the common weal. In this
manner, though the Government cannot zltu-
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gether change the character of the people, it
may to some extent modify that character, and
lead them to such a course of thought and
action as shall produce a general agreement
betweenit and the community at large. There
will then be & mutual reaction. The ptople
will Le the mirror in which the properties that
distingwsh their rulers will be reflected, and in
which *helatter will see the best tllustration of
their principles ; and these in their turn willbe
acted upon by the people inall that constitutes
their general character, lines which no agency
can erase or modify. By this blending and
mutual action of the whole, as the primary
colours are blended in light, 2 degree of intel-
ligence, harmony, and prosperity will be pro-
duced, such as can never arise from a system
in which the different parties are led into
continual opposition to eech other, resembling
mure the reaim of Chaos and old night than
the reign of wisdom and order, glory and
sirength, peace and prosperity.

Union is strength. A divided people must
necessarily be weak. The fable of the bundle



