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Aungast, 1587,

Ir is reported that an effort is Leing made in Michigan to
enforce the prohibition of the importation of foreign contract
lalor against the French-Canadians who go over there to
work in the woods in the winter.  If this moveament should
le successful it would have atendency to mcrease the -
jenses of the Michigan operators, and at the same tinw to
increase the supply of lat our and make wagcs easier for Can
adian lumbemen,
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Dx. Ropr. BELL, of the Geological Survey, i ajajer re-
cently read Vefore the British Association, states that the
amount of t'mber which has Leen lost through forest fires
Canada is almost incredible, and can only le appreciated by
those who have travellcd much in the notthern distnicts,  The
proportion of red and white pine which has thus teen swept
anay in the Ottawa \alley and in the St. Maurice aml Geors
gian bay distriets is estimted by the luml enmen as many times
greater than all that has Been cnt by the ane.  Yetall this is
insigniticant in quaniity cqmpared withthe pine, spruce, cedar,
balam, cte., which have Leen destroyed Ly this means in the
more northern latitudes al) the way frum the Gulf of St Law.
rence to Nelvon River angd thence northwards,. The total
guantities which have disaj earad are almost incaleulable, but
oven a rough est'mate of the amount for cach hundred ot thou-
~and wquare suiles <shows §t to bave Teen rosmous and of
serions national im) ortancé.  This is all the more to Le dee
plored that these forest ﬁr? are usually the sesult of carcless-
ness, and any Jaws eaisting on the subject <cem to le a dead

letter,
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PrepikAIIONS are alteady Leing  made for an Inter-
national Exhibition at Gldsgow in the summer of 1888, The
fact that the corjouration Ras given a site of €0 acres shereon
will le erected buildings covering 10 acres, shows the scale of
this enterprise, promises g supgort which have even row Leen
received from all quarters,’ the guaiantee fund already eaceed-
ing $1,250,cco.  One of 8ts stated objects is **to stimulate
conmercial enterprise ly inviting all nations to eabilit their
preducts, toth in the raw and Foiched state”  Our timler
trades should beadequately represented on this cccasion.  tds
true thatthe woods from Capadian forests are already well known
and apprecated in the Glacgow market, tut there should
be such a display as will @isure our not suffering 1y compari
son. - And those Canadiagy mills that carry the manufacture
of our lumber to a more advanced stage, might find their inta
est in uying to extend thar market in this direction.  We are
ahiead of Great Brinain in wocd working machinery, and ought
to Le able to obtain cusln{n for doors, <ashes, &c.  Our man-
ufacturers of machiney sheuld ako be represented.

3 .
3 -

Tar city of Ml ourrfe, the most j opulous and most entes-
prising ccwmunity of Justralaca, has announced that it will
hold a Centennial Intemational Exhibition neat year to cele-
brate the hundredih ax{nl\'crsnr) of the first settloment of the
great Lland-continent.. With the impetus that the C. P, R.
and itv avsociated ling of steaners has gven to the trade of
the Dminion, and the facilities fur transport thus afforded,
the VMustralian marhet'has acquired increased smportance, and
this is especially the case with the productsof our forests. The
documents we have received in relation to 1t show that the
managanent of the exhibition is in good hands and that every
arrangument is Leing made for the convenicnce of ealibitors
and spectators, We will quote ene useful suggestion :=*Ex-
hibitors are prticulardy requested to mark the trade price of
the anticles whibited,’so as 1o facilitate the judgment of the
jury as well as the information of visitors.” It is intended to
keep the exbibition open from the 11 of August, 188§, to the
end of January, 1889, We will give further information as e
receive it, 1o our readdrs, Tut those of tham projosing to ea-
hibit woull do well to communicate with the Minister of
Agriculture, Ottawa, as applications for space should 1e¢ made
by the end of August, 1887,
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BrAvSTREFYS, wanally well informed in trade  mauers,
speaks of the inereased export duty on saw logs as having suc-
ceeded in its ohjects of retaliating for the duty  on our Jumber
and fruarating these Michigan lumbenmen who whnle enjoying
this protection Tought pine lands in Cani da, in order to get a
cheap wupply of logs.  This importation of lugs has, 1t says,
been abandoned, and 1t mentions a concern, which owning 1,
000,000,000 of Canadian pinc, pur in 12,000,000 fuet of logs
last winter in arder to tow them to Tarvus and Saginaw, a
project which has been abandoned.  This is satisfaciory and
it is still more ~atisfactory to learn that these logs, sold to a
Boston concem, are being <awn at Midland,  According to
the same authority other lumbermen frum the States are with-
drawing from these attempts to carry  off Canadian logs.
Bradsticer’s, as might be evpeeted, iv Letter infonmed s to
the real position of affairs than many who ate laying down the
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law with more contidence than knowledge. It places the re-
spensibility on theaight shoulders by remarking that *‘mean.
while the Canadian Governmaft is ready to permit free ex-
pentation of logs whenever the United States allews free ime
portativn of lumler.”  And until the United Sates sees fit to
accept our standing offer, the exyort duty, which scoms te
work as was intended, willbe retained,

EFFECTS OF RECIFROCITY.

Isit so certain that reciprocitys would beall gain to the
Canadian lumletman?  There are two sides o every question
and it is Always as well to see what there 1 to Le sqid on the
other side. It is clamed Ly those in the Umited States who
favor reciprocity that Canadian {embetmen woutd not obtain
the amount of the duty for their own profit, but that the pur-
chaser would secure the Lenefit of chieaper lumber.  Though
there is some diffetence of opinion of this point the majority
of the lumbermen of the States mord-immediate aflected, do
not seum to fear that reciprocity would senowsly reduce prices,
and as they ought to be well qualificto form a rcasonable
conjecture, our lumbenmen may fairly hope 1o pocket at least
a considerable portion of the nmount“of the ramitted duty.
Again the advocates of reaiprocity in the United States claim
that their pine js being fast eshausted in the Northern States,
and that free access to the forests of Canada would spare their
own from such rapid destruction.  In this some of the hunler.
men of Michigan, Wisconsin and other States seum 1o concur,
for it is notorious that some of those who have extensive limits
in their own country have obtaincd othas in Canada with
hardly any concealment of their intention to work these and
spare their home timber for the present. | If there is any protit
for United States lumblemnen in reserving their limits till
timber becomes scarcer and therefore more valuable, it
seums as if such a policy must Le cqually advantageous for
Canadians. .

Another yoint to Le taken into conslderation is that with
reciprocity the export duty on Canadian saw logs must go
with the fmperr duty impesed by the United States on our
lnmler. Waould the increasad competftion of ciuzens of the
United States for Canadian Pouts materdally increase the price
our lumbermen would have to pay fur thuan?  And would the
drain of logs out of the country te Le satn in mulls across the
international toundary prejudice the Canadian trade ?

Another question is whether reciprocity would materially
cheapen the lumberinen's supplies.  Perhaj s in seme localities
corn could then be obtained at a price that would make it an
cconoumical substitute for oats purchased near at hand,  Vossi-
bly, too, pork might be oltained more cheaply from the States
than frem the heme market, though the abolition of the duty
might not always have this dlect, as there is little doubt that
the great pork men of the Western States havein times of a
glutted market sold in large quantitics te our lembernmen at a
reduction to cover the duty, thus retlucing their surplus stock
and maintaining prices at heme.

A further question is what the efiect of reetproaty would
be upon our heme markets for humlber.  If, as is asserted by
protectionists, Canadian industrics would sufter from the com-
petition thus facilitated, it is ovideng that the home market-
which some of our lumbermen have agsiduously culuvated and
which they fnd most remunerative, would le prejudicaaliy
affected, tut on the other hand the friends o1 reciprocity main-
tain that it would give an impetus to our Canadian towns and
increase busmess,

Weighing the different condiderations, it seems that recipro-
city wonld in some respects benefit the Canadian lumbenman,
but that this advantage would not bg without some dmw lacks.
The relative importance of these drawbacks it would be diffi-
cult to estimate.  They would vary considerably with dis-
tances from markets, facilities for conveyance and other loeal
nfuences.  Itis at least certain that the trade should not be
100 sanguine as to the cfiect of reciprocity or e\aggerate its
benefits 50 as to be led into disappointment and perhaps in-
convenient miscaleulations.

There will, however, be time for further consideration be-
fore veciprocity is adopted.  The United States does not seem
to be cager to accept the Cimadizm offer of a rencwal of the
old restricted reciprocity, nor does Canasla scem more cager
10 snatch at the suggestion of unrestricted reciprocity.  If
cither bargain is made it cannot bt concluded in a day.

THE N. & N, W. R. AND; ITS MANAGEMENT.

OUR autention has been frequently drawn to the manner in
which the Northern and Northgestera Raitway Company is
trcating the lumber merchants id Toronto and vicinity, and
duning a recent visit to that city!we made enquiries of cvery
Iumber dealer we called upon, gnd found the dissatisfaction
universal.  To rightly understand the grounds of complaint it
may be briefly mentioned that {6 many years Toronto, hy its
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position as the terminus of a number of roads running through
lumbering districts, has been practically made a slaughter
market for the lower grades of lumber.  For instance:  Sales
are frequently made by Toronto merchants of, say, 75 pr
cent. of a certain stock of lumber at the wills to go tu the
United States, and during the shipping of which the balance,
or 25 per cent. is forwarded to Toronte to be sold for what.
ever it will bring. In this way an immense quantity of
lumber is thrown on thiat market, and the builders and ther
consumers of lumber reap n great benelit in low prices. Much
of this fumber has, however, cither 1o be unloaded vn e
railway docks and yards, or hzs to be held on the cars for
few days until a narket can be made for it.  Certain rulevin
regard Lo demurrage on these cars have heen laid down Ly
all the roads coming intd Toronto, The Grand Trunk and
the Canadian Pacific railwhys have always treated their lum.
ber <hippers in a liberal pirit in this regard, and have shuwn
themselves reiuctant to adg to the difficulties of the dealer by
making charges for demurspge if unloaded in anything hike a
wasonable time.  The mpmagement of the N. & N. W,
however, has construed ll}csc rules in the harshest manner.
and most unyielding magner. The agents are allowed no
discretionary power and the only satisfaction consignees can
get is to be told to placd their case before Mr. Barker, and
pethaps he may do somdhing for them, which remack 1
generally accompanicd by 4 smile of doubtful portent.  Theve
charges for demurrage bWy the Northern have become o
oncrous that customers in fear of such charges are reductant to
purchase lumber coming aver this road, and so make matters
worse for the wholesaler.} Scveral of the leading merchants
of the city stated in the mbst positive manner that they would
not buy any lumber to comq over the Northern milway if they
could get it by any otheroute. Practically the severe rules
put into effect by Mr. Barkér are provoking a * boycot * moxt
injurious to the road. Thé Grand Trunk and C, P. R. ate
often spoken of as huge xﬁono]wlics, but their treatment of
their Toronto customers istin marked contrast to the rvad
which of all others shouldiact in the fairest spirit towards its
Toronto patrons,  This quéstion of demurrage is by nu means
the only gronud of complaint against the Northern, and ne
certaiply found in our inferview with the Toronto lumixr
dealers an irritation and pfcjurlice againat Mr. Barker's man
agement that must in thegend act most detrimentally to the
roal B
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WHERE IT GOES.

Th e annual draft on xhci’niwd States forests for purposes
ontside of the ordinary lubber supply, is as follows: Shee
pegs require 160,6¢0 cordspf timber annually in their manu-
facture ; matches 300,cc0 §asts and boot trees, 500,00, Al
this is of the most superiorxuality. straight grained and clear
of knots and gnarls.  To glise the telegraph poles of the coun-
try require 8€0,6€0 trees, ghd 300,600 more are required for
annual repair.  The milwdy ties of the country annually con-
sume 75,CC0 acres of timbgr at least thirty years old, and the
fencing of railways represéhits $45,000,000 and the annual re-
pair $15,000,000. These jre bt a moiety of what is requiral
of the United States forc® supply.  The burning of brick
alone requires 2,000,000 cBrds of wood annually.
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THE VENEER] CUTTING MACHINE.

A Brooklyn, N. Y.; mdn has invented an improved vencer
cutting machine, and h:x,r:' pplied it to the cutting of Jogs into
lumber, claiming that igwill effect a complete revolution in
lamber mannfacture. ¢ invention isa large steel plate with
knife-like edge, a compéessing roller and ingenius applianc s
t serve the log and raifove the lumber when cut—alt operat-
cd by steam power.  Tie log is held stationary in a horizental
position.  The knife-fike plate, capable of from 20 to ;0
strokes per minute, stdke the log at an angle of 45 degrees at
cach stroke, passing lﬁrough its entire length and cutting off &
board of perfectly smabth surface and uniform thickness. Tt
is ¢"aimed that any dggree of thickness ean be cut, even to the
hundredth part of apinch. A machine adapted for cutting
logs four feet long agd averaging two fect in diameter will ewt
in onc day 37,500 fget of inch, 60,000 feet of half-inch, o1 So,-
000 feet of quarter-jhch lumber,  Besides the present process
of saning, planingzs also done away with, as the operation of
cutting renders snipoth the surface of the boasd.  In materiat
alone a saving igeflected of from 37 per cent. in the manu-
{acture of hialf-ingh to 223 per cent in the manufacture of onc:
sizteenth inch ¥umber. It is the eapectation of the inventor
that in the casgfof thin lumber, at ail events, which composes
66 per cent. off United States consumption, his machine will
superspede svs and planing mills.  He shows barret staves
made from l§mber manufactured by his machine. He says
fect of lumber 1,800 of such staves is the high-

got.




