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COLLECTION FOR BUXTON MISSION
AND SYNOD FUND.

The collection for the Buxton Mission and
Synod Fund will be ninde, according to the ap-
pointment of Synod, on the third sablnth of
the present month,  Should cirrumstances oe-
cur torender this day unsuitable for the pur.

pose, the collection should be made on the fivst

vonvenient gablath thereafter,
The objects, for which this Synodical collee.

tion is taken up, nre known generally to the

members and adherents of the church,
first place, it is for the support of the Buxton
Mission, an Iustitution which has been i oper-
atinn for several years, with a view to the im.
provement of the moral, mental, and spiritual
condition of the coloured pupulation, The la.
bours of the Rev, Mmr. King, the Missionary at
Buxton, huve been unremitting, and have not
been without evident suceess, The chureh is
well attended, and not a few of the young
people have given satisfuctory evidence of be.
ing really under the influence of the trutl,
Mr, Thomson, the Teacher, also lubours with
unremitting zeal. It would be desirable to
have a femule teacher, and to have a school in
anotherscction of the scttlement, But the state
of the fuuds ut present forbids any extension of
the work Liewever desirable it might otherwise
be. ludeed there is u debt of nearly £200 now
due.  We commend this object to the Christian
liberaliy of the people of our church gener-
ally.  Most of the fumilies now settled at Bux.
ton were in bondage, and came to this land
with nothing. Itissurely our duty to afford
them not merely an asylum on our free soi,
but also encouragement, sympathy, and asais.
tance. To show that past eflorts have not been
altogether without fruit, we may mention thay
there are now fifty-four church metbers, a
staff of Elders, and Decacons, a congregation
from sabbath to sabbath of two hundred, asab.
bath-sthool with eighty-six enrolled scholurs,
and a day school with upwards of ninety.

The collection is intended to provide also for
those expenses which are unavuidable in con.
nection with our Synodical organization, such
as prinding Minutes, proportion of the salary
of the Synod Cle k, and*General Agent of the
Church, office rent, and expenses, &e. To
these expenses it is clearly the duly of every
congregation on the roll of the Synod to con.
tributeaccording to its means. If each of our
hundred and thirty cougregitions were to cou-
tribute adequately, we should Lave enough for
all our purposes.

We comnend then these oljects to the con.
scientious consideration, and the liberal sup-
port of the members of the church generally.
We ure not iguorant of the pecuniary difficul.
ties which ure now eo generally experienced,
But the very fuct that such difficulties exist
should ouly scrve as an additions! inducement
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to those whom God
means, to give as the Lord hath prospeced
them,  Were cach member and adherent of
the church conscientiously to practicen system.
tatie benevolence, we should, ¢ven fn these
“imes, have no reason to complain of insufli.
cient resourees for earrying on the Lord's
Cwork,

e
, THE WORK OF A CHURCH, AND THE
MEANS BY WHICH I'T' IS TO BE A
COMLPISHED. ;

—

Junive Ly the appearance und conduct of
many Christian churches, we should conclude -
that their work was easy enough—simply to |
I rest in the enjoyment,or rather’ the mere posees-
sion, of thase privileges to which they have
aceest  Many congregations do nothing more
than thia  While destitute of ordinnnces, they
are uneasy and diseatisficd. They use cfforts
to obtain the stated supply of ordinunces, and
by their anxicty and ther efforts,-may lead
some to believe that they really appreciste
the privileges of the gospel.  But when once
the ohject of their desire is oltained, they are
satisfied, and sink down into nputhy and indif-
ference.  They have ordinances dispenscd in!
the way to which they have been aceustomed. '
They have got a ‘Leviteto their priest.' They |
appear to think that all is right, and never
imagine that they have work to do, or that
they ure called upon to co-operate with their
pustor and oftice-Learers. 1t is not the Romun-
ist alone whose religion is identified with the
priest, or the ordinances of the church, Muny
nominal Protestants appesr to entertuin the
same belief.

Thisisa sad delusion. The church or con-
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hath blessed wth the

gregation has work as well as the pastor. The
truth is, they are not to be dissociated. It is.
the duty of a church or congregation collect-
ively, and of all the members iudividuatly, as
well as of the pastor, to show forth the praise
of God, to scek the advancement of His glory,
in-the conversion of sinners aud the edification
of believers. There is not one rule of conduct
laid duwn for ministers and office beurers, and
another for private membera, ‘Lhere is not one
spirit to characterise ministers, and an oppos-
ite spirit to distinguish membere, It is not the
rule of the word of God that ministers are
exclusively to labour, and toil, and pray for the
conversion of sinners and the advancerment of
the Redeemer's kingdom, while private mem-
mers may be as careless rad worldly as they
please. Al true believers are baptized with
the same ¢pirit. Devctedness to the service of
the Redeemer must characterize all who are
His. Thisisthe rule of the New Testament,
however mych it maybe in oppo-itionto whatis
often seen in thepresent day. We find exhorta.
tions;and admonitions in'the scriptures, addrees-
ed not merely to office-bearers, but to members
ofthe church generally. They aresll exhorted
tobe fellow-helpersto the truth, Theyarcall
to exhort onie unother, and to Le. strudfust, un
woveable, slways abounding in the workof
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the Lol Tuthe apastolie times we knav thay
eiforts for the advaneement of the truth was
not contined to apostles, and cevangelista, and

. Blders;—it churacterised also private chris

tians, yeu even gentle and retiving femnles,
who in many ways lnid thenselves out as
lnbourers for Christ. S0 it hath Leen alse §n
Inter timea, I every season of spititunl pros.
perity nod of revival, the activity of members
of the church generally hus been n peculine nad
distinguishing fenture. During the late, or
rather as wemay etill eall it the present reviva
in the United States, this has been noted as o
churacteristicc. A writer in the Presbyteriun
Muguzine mentions ux one of the noticentle
churacteriatios of the Revival,—the fact that
“God has been pleased to employ the officers
and private members of the Chureh to un un-
ustal degree in promoting the revival” He
adds, * the noon-day prayer-meetings {n our
cities have been generally conducted by business
men. Clergymen have often taken part in
them, but their principal munagement huy, by
common  consent, been yickied to laymen,
Their lips have ul:o been opened at other times
aud pluces to speuk a word for Jesus; und muny
have been brought to Christ through their in-
strumentality, Young Men's ¢ histinn  Ascoci.
ations, cotmposed mostly, though not eaclusive.
ly of Iaymcn, have also been particulurly se
tive in various wuysin promoting the revival”

As an evidence and illustration also of the
encrgy and usefulnes of private members of
the Church, in « healthfol und revived stute of
religious socicty, we may refer to the various
christian enterprises carried on Ly devoied
men in London, where if there is much vies
and crime, there is also much that is truly
good and benevolent, One of the leading
mien counected with these enterprises, J, Me-
Gregor Esquire was lutely in this land and
gave an accouut of their operations and sue.
cess.  Besides Young Men's Christiun Associa-
tions, there is a Pure Litersture Suciety,—
Ragged-School Socicties, and an Open Air Mis-
sion, all muinly directed and wrought by de.
voted laymen. With reference to this last en.
terprise Mr McGregor states that laymen gen-
erally oficiate, not by formal preachiog, but
Ly eugaging in conv.rsation, refuting infidel
objections, explaining the scripture, and scek-
ing to reach the hearts aud conscience of the
hearers, Mr. MeGregor concluded oue of his ad-
dresses by stating that what wus most nceded
on this continent, so far as he could see was
*“a larger portion of really dusy business men
to devole & portion of their time to similar
labours.”

This is really one of our great wants, more
earnest-hear.«d working Christians amony our
church members. They need not all be em-
ployed io like duties. They ueed not all use
the sum~- means and appliancer Their pecu-
liar talents way be differeat. “There are di
versities of gifts, Lut the same pirit, nd there
are differences of administration, but the raine
Lord. Apd there ato diversitios of opetations



